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NO ATTEMPT WAS MADE HERE TO GO 
FURTHER THAN THE GENERATION CO- 
MPRISING THE GREAT-GREAT GRAND 
CHILDREN OF SAMUEL STONE DEWS 
OR TO GO VERY FULLY INTO THE 
COLLATERAL BRANCHES OF _ THE 
FAMILY. PERMISSION IS GRANTED 
HOWEVER TO ANY LATER DESCENDANT 
OR COLLATERAL CONNECTIONs WHO 
MAY WISH TO EXTEND THE HISTORY 
TO MAKE SUCH USE AS HE OR SHE 
MAY SEE FIT OF THE MATTER APPEAR- 


ING HEREIN. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Since the dawn of creation billions upon billions of human beings have 
made an appearance upon this earth only to disappear into oblivion with no 
record or trace of their ever existing. Only a relatively few of the very 
famous or infamous have been kept alive in the memory of man through recorded 
history. At most the ordinary individual lives in the memory of his progeny 
for no longer than three generations. Considering twenty five years a single 
genealogical succession in natural descent; three generations or seventy five 
years is hardly one tick on the second hand when measured by geological time. 
However, about seventy five years after the ordinary person departs his life 
on earth they no longer live in the memory of living individuals. Hopefully, 
a family history will keep alive the memory and character of our ancestors 
for a slightly longer period of time. Even though they may not be remembered 
no person ever died that had a family. A thousand years after they are gone 
a whole township of offspring will be doing the same things nature requires 


of all living things. 


Dr. William Arthur Ward wrote: "Who our ancestors were is not nearly as 
important as the kind of ancestor we shall someday be."' Even though our 
lives are the gift of our antecedents always remember that it is only a miracle 
that we are here at all. 


Although much of the same information which appears in this publication 
is also found in the First Edition of THE RESTLESS BRANCH OF THE DEWS FAMILY 
TREE this is not intended as a sequel. Instead it brings together additional 
data and corrects some errors and omissions found in the former. 


It is well established that the point of origin of the Dews tribe in the 
United States was England. Principally from the north central part of the 
country of which Leeds is the largest of a cluster of cities where wool spinning 
and wool weaving have been important industries since the Middle Ages. A 
review of recently published telephone directories in various cities and towns 
in England lists the Dews name among their patrons. There are hundreds of 
people with the Dews name listed in the directories of Leeds and Dewsbury, 
England. 


Much the same as germinating garden seed, the first hot bed of the DEWS 
family in the United States was planted in the southern and south central 
part of Virginia. Isle of Wight, Halifax, Campbell and Pittsylvania counties. 
The seedlings from this original hot bed have now been transplanted Nation 
wide. 


For the most part this family history commences with WILLIAM DEWS, SR. 
circa [1751-1835]. As an American soldier in the Continental army during the 
Revolutionary War William Dews, Sr. took part in the Philadelphia Campaign 
which started in May of 1777 and which included the illfated engagements 
which occurred at BRANDYWINE and GERMANTOWN. British General William H. 
Howe, after winning the Battle of Brandywine on September 11, 1/77, and after 
defeating General George Washington at Germantown on October 4, 1777, moved 
on to Philadelphia where he settled down for the winter. The Americans 
retreated to Valley Forge, where they were unmolested during the frigid winter 
of 1777-78. WILEIAM DEWS, SR., was captured by the British on October 4, 
1777 at the Battle of Germantown and was jailed in Philadelphia as a Prisoner 
of War. Although he escaped the terribly cold winter at Valley Forge, it is 
certain that he not only suffered from the frigid winter but also from various 
other privations, insults and abuses he endured at the hands of his British ' 
captors who were not known to house their PW's in plush quarters nor to provide 
experienced French Chefs to prepare their meager rations of low-quality food. 
During the winter of 1777-78 William Dews, Sr. would very likely have found 
more comfort with General Washington and his troops at Valley Forge than he 
did as a Prisoner of War of the British in Philadelphia. 


"The British held possession of Philadelphia from 
September 26, 1777 to June 18, 1778. During this 
occupation of the city under General Howe, the State 
House was used as a prison and hospital. It was here 
that the infamous Provost Marshell Cunningham, exer- 
cised his legendary atrocities to American prisoners. 
The Walnut Street jail, directly south of the State 
House, housed hundreds of Continental soldiers who 
were literally starved to death under the cruel and 
inhuman treatment of Cunningham. Contiguous to the 
Walnut Street jail, to the west and south, was a great 
open potters field, used as a common burial ground. 
Here untold numbers of prisoners were unceremoniously 
thrown in common graves and today it bears the name 
of Washington Square.* 





(1) The SAR Magazine, Vol. LXXV, Spring 1961, pg 14. 


William A. Ganoe, the military historian, in his critique of the engage- 


ments at Brandywine and Germantown wrote: 


"The Troops of Washington's army so far 
had begun and ended their open fighting 
by running. They had scarcely been pres- 
ent long enough as a whole to be trained 
to do otherwise. The men had no chance 
to exhibit their natural courage so long 
as many of their leaders were ill-disci- 
plined. General Conway, for instance, 
was found, during the action at German- 
town, resting in a farmhouse. When asked 
by two field officers why he was not with 
his brigade, he mumbled a feeble excuse 
about the indisposition of his horse." (1) 


Based upon the military service of my great-great-great grandfather, 
WILLIAM DEWS, SR., [a soldier in the Continental army during the American 
Revolution] on February 23, 1981, I, Eli M. Dews, was accepted as a Com- 
patriot in The National Society, Sons of the American Revolution and was 
assigned SAR National No. 118170, and Florida Society No. 4504. Even though 
membership in the SAR is considered to be somewhat of an honor, it came to 
me through accident of birth and not because of some extraordinary act or 
deed on my part. I therefore feel that I am a surrogate for my distant and 
illustrious grandfather, WILLIAM DEWS, SR., to whom should go, if there be 
any, all of the fame and all of the glory. 


As an item of interest it should be noted that during the American 
Revolution there were Dewses of other lineages who reportedly sided with 


the King in this conflict. Mr. Robert Porter Dews writes: ‘2) 


"It is most difficult to trace the Dews 
family; or those who were in Georgia on 
land given to them by the King. They 
fought on the King's side and lost every- 
thing." 


Mr. Robert Porter Dews said that when the fortunes of war began to change 
in favor of the Colonies the Dewses of the Savannah, Georgia area retreated 
to St. Augustine, which was then Spanish Florida. When they later returned 


William Addleman Ganoe, The History of the United States Army, Chl, p 44 
Robert Porter Dews of Edison, GA 31746, is a writer of note. Among his 
works are: The Successful Failure; Mobile East; Early Joel; Whichaway 
The Bushers and Gentle Connecticut Georgian. 


to Georgia they found that their large land grants which they had received 
from the King of England was the property of the State as one of the spoils 


of war. 


Since our lineage has been traced to WILLIAM DEWS, SR. [1751-1835] his 
generation, for identification purposes, has been designated Generation VIII 
and this chronology follows through to the present generation which is tabbed 
Generation I. 


This ancestor of ours, and his progeny have added to the world's over- 
population even though the more recent generations have reduced their family 
size considerably. One hundred and forty-three direct descendants of WILLIAM 
DEWS, SR. have been identified. This is the number which have; or at one 
time in case of the females; borne his surname. He, of course, has a much 
larger number of descendants than those that have been identified because 
the descendants of his daughters, ALCEY DEWS, ELIZABETH DEWS, MARY DEWS, 
and NANCY DEWS were not traced. Neither were the descendants of his grand- 
daughters, MARY A. DEWS, MARTHA J. DEWS, and MISSOURI A. DEWS traced. A 
very significant part of this history deals with his grandson, CAPTAIN SAMUEL 
STONE DEWS, CSA, whose life and career have some similarities with his grand- 
father. Each entered the military service at the age of twenty-six, and they 
both became Prisoners of War. Their common military experience had different 
endings however, because grandfather William fought on the side of the winners 


while grandson Samuel found himself fighting for the losers. 


There are certain characteristics which seem to be common to the Dewses 
of all generations. They are generally unmanageable and, excuse the cliche, 
they are as independent as a "hog on ice." Universally, they seem to be 
self-sufficient. They are either too proud or too contrary to seek help from 
a relative or from the Government. During the great depression, to my know- 
ledge, there was not a single Dews of our lineage on the relief rolls even 
though some of us were unequivocally poor. They have been loyal citizens 
and none ever shirked their war time duty for military service. I know of 
Dews families where every male of military age was in the service during 
World War II. They have been represented in all of the wars in which the 
United States has been engaged - from the American Revolution to Viet 
Nam. 


As a family they are not inclined to be clannish, and as they reach the 
age when it is time to leave the nest, they scatter in all directions of 
the compass, with very few settling in the same town. They are diverse in 
physical appearance, and in eight generations I have found no records of 
twins being born or of other multiple births. This is not to imply that they 
are loners or that they dislike their kin, but even in the womb they seem 


to choose to stand - or lie - alone. 


For many years following the War between the States they were dyed-in- 
the-wool Democrats. However, later generations have shown their independence 
from this family tradition and many members of the modern generation began 
to vote for the man instead of the party. Some are known to be registered 
Republicans, and those who claim to be the most enlightened take credit for 
providing some of the impetus that propelled Ronald Reagan straight to the 


Oval Office on two occasions. 


Although the great majority of the Dews family embrace the Protestant 
religion, here again diversity prevails. It seems that in most cases their 
parents allowed their children to decide for themselves which theological 
concepts agree with their understanding of God. Church affiliation runs the 
gamut from Baptist to Episcopalian, and a few Catholics. Albeit, no denom- 
ination can claim to satisfy the religious needs of the majority of Dewses 
the mode seems to fall with the Methodist, followed very closely by the 
Baptist. 


When the black people in the United States were freed from slavery 
they had no surname, they usually had only a given name. At the end 
of the War between the States when they received their freedom, they had 
the privilege of selecting their own surname, and in a large number of cases 
they adopted the name of their former owner or the surname of some white 
family which they admired or who had befriended them. Consequently, the 
Dews surname held by many black people is a vestige of those unfortunate 
circumstances and of those troubled times. There was a black citizen by the 
name of Pete Dews in Morgantown, West Virginia when I was living there in 
the early 1950's. Robert Porter Dews of Edison, Georgia wrote me that there 
were several black families with the Dews surname living in his area of 
southwest Georgia. 


Because there have been a substantial number of females who were born 
with the Dews family name only to have it changed to an assortment of other 
surnames when they were married, Dews blood therefore flows in the veins 
of hundreds of people with other last names. This condition, of course, 
exists in all families. The tracing of a lineage involves a search of the 
bloodline of a family as well as the family surname. The surname a person 
carries has no relation to the blood which flows in his or her veins. There 
is just as much Dews blood in the veins of Celeste and Bert Walker, Jr., 
as there are in the veins of Heber and Billy Dews. Although their surnames 
are different, the amount of Dews blood in the veins of Garland Thomas and 
Betty Blume Heldreth is equal to that which can be found in the veins of 
Herbert Dews and Eli Vews. 


Recent information received in a reply to an inquiry made by me to the 
Bureau of the Census in Washington, D. C. indicates that the 1980 census 
records are organized on a geographic basis and that it was not feasible to 
retrieve the data showing the number of people or families in the United 


States whose surname is Dews. The letter goes on to state: 


"The Social Security Administration 
periodically publishes a report on 
the distribution of surnames in its 
files, with listings limited to those 
that appear 10,000 or more times; 
DEWS is not one of these." (1) 


In addition to the above, other information also shows that Dews is not a 
very common surname. There is a historiography published by a concern in 


Bath, Ohio, which states: 


"Census records available disclose the 
fact there are approximately 300 heed 
of households in the United States wath 
the old and distinguished Dews name. 
The United States Census Bureau es- 
timates there are approximately 3.2 
persons per household in America today 
which yields an approximate total of 
960 people in the United States carry- 
ing the Dews name." 


oe NENT 
(1) United States Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Washington, D.C. 
20233, letter dated February 4, 1981. 


The reliability of the figures quoted by the Ohio concern are open to 


question because: 


[a] the information cannot be verified 
by public or other trustworthy records 
for the reasons that: 


1. the report is not dated, and 

2. it does not show the year from 
which the census figures were 
taken. 


[b] The information is from an entrepreneur 
who is engaged in a commercial venture 
miiich deals in selling family "Coats of 
Arms" to gullible people. 


In connection with the subject of Coats of Arms, an agency of the British 


Government provided the following information: 


"Coats of Arms/Crests 


There are no British "family crests." A 
crest is part of a Coat of Arms and there 
is no Coat of Arms for a surname in general. 
Despite the commercial practice of selling 
reproductions of Coats of Arms alleged to 
belong to a family name, the Law of Arms is 
that correct and lawful entitlement to a 
Coat of Arms is acquired by grant from the 
proper authority or by direct inheritance 
(normally in the direct male line) from the 
person to whom the Arms were originally 
granted." (1) 


[This family crest is of 
doubtful authenticity] 





(1) Bulletin RL 177, dated May, 1981, British Information Service, 845 Third 
Avenue, New York, New York 10022. 


United States Census Records 


The Constitution of the United States provided that a count 
of the people was to be made within three years of the first meet- 
ing of the Congress and every ten years thereafter. Although they 





were not specifically designed for that purpose, these census re- 
cords provide an invaluable source for tracing our American ances- 
tors back to the year 1790 when the first Census of the United 
States was completed. The Census of 1/90 named the heads of families only, 
other members of the household were registered simply by number. However, 
each succeeding census included the gathering of more information than the 
preceding one. 

In the early years of the Republic illiteracy was widespread. Frequently 
the census enumerator, himself poorly educated, would be forced to guess at 
spellings. Consequently, many of the earlier census records are besprinkled 
with spelling errors and it was not uncommon to find that pet and/or nicknames 
were used to record names of family members. Because of the unsophisticated 
methods which were used, along with the inexperienced and often unqualified 
enumerators who collected the data, it was inevitable that inaccuracies in 
collecting and reporting information developed. For these reasons these lists 
should not be considered as being all inclusive in reporting all of the cit- 
izens of an area. Moreover, the census records of several of the States were 
destroyed when the British burned the Capitol at Washington during the War 
of 1812. The State of Virginia suffered a complete loss of her 1790 and 1800 
records, in addition to the loss of the 1810 census enumerations of eighteen 
of her counties. For the most part the census records for 1790 were recon- 
structed by substituting the personal property tax lists for the lists of the 
Census Enumerators.'') However, little, if any, effort has been made to recon- 
struct the 1800 records. Also using tax lists a supplemental record to the 
1810 Census has been prepared for the eighteen Virginia Counties whose files 
were destroyed.'?? 

The Census Privacy Act forbids the disclosure of information until seven- 
ty-five [75] years after it was collected. Consequently the last United 
States Census available to the public is that of 1910. the census records 
for 1920 will not be available to the public until 1995. 


(1) Department of Commerce and Labor, Bureau of the Census, Heads of Families 
at the First Census of the United States taken in the year 1790. Records 
OF State Enumerators: 1782 to 1785, Virginia. Government Printing Office 
Washington 1908. 

(2) Netti Schreiner Yantis, A Supplement to 1810 Census of Virginia. 


In preparing this family history extensive use was made of the available 


United States Census records. In addition to the census records listed below 


others are used with the narratives on various individuals or families. 


The following individuals with the DEWS surname were listed by census records 
to be living in the State of Virginia in the year indicated: 


FIRST UNITED STATES CENSUS 1790 


NAME COUNTY WHITE BLACK 
DEWS, Dolphin Isle of Wight not indicated not indicated 
Edward Isle of Wight five three 
Elizabeth Isle of Wight not indicated not indicated 
John New Kent four seven 
Mildred Gloucester five not indicated 
Sarah Isle of Wight not indicated not indicated 


SECOND UNITED STATES CENSUS 1800 





The 1800 census records of the State of Virginia were completely destroyed when 
the British burned the Capitol at Washington during the War of 1812. 


THIRD UNITED STATES CENSUS 1810 


Both Halifax and Pittsylvania Counties were among the eighteen Virginia 
Counties with missing 1810 census returns. The Tax List Supplement to the 
1810 Census of Virginia show that William and Nathaniel Dews were living in 
Pittsylvania County and John Dews was living in Halifax County. 





MICRO WHITE SLAVES 
FILM TITH= AGE 12 
NAME MALES FEMALES pee 8 PG.NO. ABLES & OVER HORSES 
DEWS, Carter 2 2 Isle of Wight 3.] 
Dolphin 2 2 Isle of Wight 28 
Frances Gloucester 652 
Nathaniel Southhampten 844 
Thomas 2 4 Isle of Wight 32 
William Pittsylvania 2 2 5 
Nathaniel Pittsylvania 1 0 2 
John Halifax 1 6 6 


The last three columns shown in the above chart contains information obtained 
from Tax Lists and is not data gathered by the 1810 census enumerators. 


10 
FOURTH UNITED STATES CENSUS 1820 





MICROFILM 
NAME COUNTY PG .NUMBER 
DEWS, Edward Gloucester 182A 
Nathaniel Isle of Wight 118 
Samuel Campbell 139A 
Thomas Isle of Wight 119 
William Pittsylvania 68 
Zachariah Gloucester 180A 
FIFTH UNITED STATES CENSUS 1830 
MICROFILM 
NAME COUNTY PG.NUMBER CENSUS DIVISION 
DEWS, Edward Gloucester 167 No township listed 
Edwin Richmond 412 Madison 
Nathaniel Isle of Wight 253 No township listed 
Thomas Isle of Wight 253 No township listed 
William Isle of Wight 253 No township listed 
*William, Sen. Pittsylvania 351 No township listed 
Zachariah Gloucester 167 No township listed 


*Only the head of the household was listed by name while other members 
were registered by age and sex. There was one male listed in the 70-80 age 
bracket [very likely William, Sr.] and one female in the 60-70 age bracket 
fin all probability this was his wife Sarah]. Two females were listed in the 
20-30 age brackets [Since Alcey and Nancy were the only two daughters who were 
not yet married it is reasonable to speculate that they are the two females]. 
One male was listed as being below the age of 5, and one female listed as being 
in the 5-10 age bracket. These children may be William's grandchildren of his 
deceased daughter Mary Dews Fowlkes. Note that the designation "Senior" which 
follows William's name is abbreviated "Sen." instead of Sr. 


Xih UNITED STATES CEN 840 


MICROFILM 

NAME COUNTY PG .NUMBER CENSUS DIVISION 
DEWS, Charles T. Pittsylvania 091 107th R. E. 

Edwin Henrico 175 Richmond 

Ezekiel Pittsylvania Eastern 

Nathaniel Isle of Wight 022 No township listed 

William Gloucester 376 No township listed 

#William Halifax 012 Northern District P 1 

Zachariah Gloucester 376 No township listed 


#One male and one female were listed in the 5-10 age bracket [most likely 
Samuel S., and his sister Missouri A.J. One female is shown in the 20-30 age 
bracket. [Since she was not married until 1849, this person is very likely 
Martha J.]. 


11 
SIXTH UNITED STATES CENSUS 1840 


(CONTINUED) 





One female is listed as being in the 30-40 age bracket and in all prob- 
ability is his wife Nancy. One male is listed in the 40-50 age bracket which 
seems to fit the head of household, William Dews, Jr. No person was listed 
in the under 5 age bracket which seems to indicate that daughter MARIA E. DEWS 


was not born until 1841. 


SEVENTH UNITED STATES CENSUS 1850 


eS EEE 





1850 
HOUSEHOLD DATE MICROFILM 
NAME COUNTY RELATION AGE OCCUPATION TAKEN PG.NUMBER 

NATHANIEL DEWS Halifax Head 60 Farmer 23 Nov 48 
Amy Dews Wife 48 

#WILLIAM DEWS Halifax Head oe | Farmer 30 Nov 51 
Mary P. Dews wife 45 
Samuel S. Dews Son 15 Student 
Missouri A. Dews Daughter 11 
Maria E. Dews Daughter 8 

ZACHERIAH DEWS Gloucester Head 49 Farmer 3-O6Ct 087 
Elizabeth Dews Wife 30 
Zacheriah, Jr. Son 11 
John W. Dews Son 9 
Hester Dews Daughter 5 
Thomas Dews Son 1 

NATHANIEL DEWS Isle of Wight Head 69 Wheelright 6 Sep 143 
Winifred Dews Wife 60 

WILLIAM DEWS Isle of Wight Head 30 Miller 13 Sep 148 
Martha Dews Wife 28 
Thomas Dews Son 6 
Caroline Dews Daughter 4 
William Dews son 2 

DORSEY DEWS Isle of Wight Head 45 Farmer S:OCt 156 
Louise Dews Wife 39 
John W.T. Dews Son 16 
Mary F. Dews Daughter 15 
Edwin Dews son 12 
Louisiana Dews Daughter 8 
Margaret E. Dews Daughter 7 
Belvidara Dews Dsughter 4 

SAMUEL DEWS Campbell Head 59 Farmer 26 Sep 168 
Elizabeth Dews Wife 35 
Demarkces P. Dews son 19 
Mary L. Dews Daughter 16 
Samuel P. Dews son 3 

VIRGINIA DEWS Norfolk Head 4j Not given 168 
Ansley (?) Dews Son 12 

EZEKIEL DEWS Pittsylvania Head 50 Farmer 4 Aug 178 
Lucienda Dews Wife a7 
Joshua Dews Son 24 Constable 
Salley Dews [may be Sarah] Daughter 22 
Mary Dews Daughter 20 
Alcey Dews Daughter LZ 
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SEVENTH UNITED STATES CENSUS 1850 





(CONTINUED) 
1850 
HOUSEHOLD DATE MICROFILM 

NAME ooo RELATION AGE OCCUPATION TAKEN PG.NUMBER 
EZEKIEL DEWS Pittsylvania - [his family members continued] 

Martha Dews Daughter 5 

Virginia Dews Daughter é 
THOMAS DEWS Pittsylvania Head 27 Farmer 28 Aug 181 

Martha Dews Wife 27 
WILLIAM J. DEWS Norfolk Head 184 
WILLIAM DEWS Pittsylvania Head 20 Overseer 3 Sep 187 


# Refer to comments following the 1840 Census. 


The two older daughters of 


WILLIAM DEWS, JR., [Mary A., and Martha J.] were married before the 1850 


census and were members of other households. 


NANCY STONE DEWS, the first 


wife of William, Jr., died between the taking of the 1840 and the 1850 census. 
William Dews, Jr., married his second wife - MARY P. CLEMENT - on May 1, 1848. 


EIGHTH UNITED STATES CENSUS 1860 


See —————————————————— 





1860 
DATE 
TAKEN 


11 Jul 


14 Jul 


HOUSEHOLD 
NAME COUNTY RELATION AGE OCCUPATION 
CAROLINE DEWS Isle of Wight 16 
[Listed in the household of Ellisington Betts] 
WILLIAM H. DEWS Isle of Wight Head 35 Laborer 
Georgana Dews Wife 34 
Mary Manning Dews Daughter 19 
Jno Dews Son é, 
EDWIN DEWS Isle of Wight 21 Tailor 
[listed in the household of Winifred Castle 
whose occupation is also shown as a tailor] 
MARY A.E.DEWS Campbell 30 
Emma C. Dews Daughter 6 
Charles J. Dews Son 4 
[Post Office Castle Craig, VA.] 
SAMUEL DEWS Campbell Head 68 Farmer 
Elizabeth Dews Wife 39 
Samuel Dews Son 13 
[Post Office Castle Craig, VA.|] 
EZEKIEL DEWS Pittsylvania Head 62 Farmer 
Lucinda Dews Wife 48 
Mary F. Dews Daughter 29 
Alyca Dews Daughter 26 
Martha J. Dews Daughter 15 
Virginia F. Dews Daughter 13 
Floyd Dews Son 8 
Tazwell F. Dews Son 6 


[Post Office Hill Grove, VA.] 


MICROFILM 
PG.NUMBER 


=e Ee 


51 


51 


So 


523 


529 


EIGHTH UNITED STATES CENSUS 1860 oe 


oe SEE EE ————————oor 


(CONTINUED) 
1860 
HOUSEHOLD DATE MICROFILM 
NAME COUNTY RELATION AGE OCCUPATION TAKEN PG.NUMBER 
CHARLES T. DEWS Pittsylvania Head 40 Farmer 172 
Martha D. Dews Wife 39 
[Post Office Rivesville, VA.] 
WILLIAM DEWS Pittsylvania Head 30 Farmer 
Nancy Dews Wife 26 
DEMARKCES DEWS Pittsylvania Head 28 Farmer 
[no wife listed] 
JOHN B. HENDRICKS Pittsylvania Head 28 Baptist 24 Sep 
Martha J. Hendricks Wife 20 Clergyman 
Erastus Hendricks Daughter 3 
Samuel D. Hendricks Son 1 
MARIA E. DEWS 18 
HENRITTA HARDWICK 7 


(Post Office Chalklevel, Northern District] 


The census record of this family is listed because MARIA E. DEWS was living 
~ or at least was present - with them at the time the census enumeration was 
taken. At this time both of her parents were deceased and she was either 
teaching school or was a student at Hollins College near Roanoke, Va. The 
Hardwick family also enters the picture since the second marriage of Martha 
J. Dews was to John B. Hardwick. 


MOVEMENTS, MARRIAGES & MIGRATIONS 


The First and succeeding census of the United States, and the public 
records, show that several Dews families were living in Isle of Wight 
County, Virginia in early Colonial times. The public records of this 
county contains a record of events as far back as the early 1600's. They 
are most complete and neatly maintained. During the Revolutionary War when 
the county was in danger of being overrun by British troops, the wife of the 
County Clerk placed them in a trunk and buried them. During the War Between 
the States when capture of the town seemed imminent, a Negro man, [it is not 
certain whether he was a slave or a freeman] loaded the records of the county 
in a wagon and with a team of horses he drove into the nearby forest and 
swamps, thereby safeguarding them from the torch of the Northern Army. To 
this day, many genealogist have found the early records of this county to be 


an invaluable storehouse for researching the past history of their ancestors. 
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22 
30 
27 
16 
22 
16 


17 
14 


10 


DATE 





Jan 
Dec 
Jan 


Nov 
Jun 
Oct 
Dec 
Dec 
Dec 


Jul 
Apr 
May 


Apr 


Jul 
Oct 
Jan 
Jan 
May 


14 Oct 1797 


5 Apr 1800 
7 Oct 1800 


13 Oct 1804 


1780 
1789 
1792 


1792 
1812 
1821 
1822 
1826 
1827 


1828 
1830 
1833 


1838 


1838 
1843 
1860 
1884 
1890 


Elizabeth Dews 





immigrants. 


NAME 





Frances Dews 
Rebecca Dews 
Thomas Dews 
[first marriage] 
Nancy Dews 
Solomon Dews 
Alfred Dews 
William Dews 
William Dews 
Thomas Dews 
[second marriage] 
William Dews 
Nathaniel Dews 
Dawson Dews 
[a/k/a Dorsey Dews] 
Martha Dews 
[widow of William] 
Frances Dews 
William Dews 
William H. Dews 
Carolina Dews 
John W. Dews 


NAME 


[dau of Samuel Dews] 


Mary A. 
Alcey Dews 


Dews 


[dau of John Dews] 


Richard Dews 


Reuben G. 


ISLE OF WIGHT COUNTY, 


MARRIED 
William Burras 


John Rispess 
William Hicks 


Sally Black 
(consent of Thomas Black father. 
Dews and Thomas Black, Jr. 


DEWS MARRIAGES RECORDED IN OTHER VIRGINIA COUNTIES 


VIRGINIA 
PAGE IN 
MARRIED TO MARRIAGE BOOK 
Joseph Stringfield 432 
Robert Blake 438 
Charlotte Womble 46 
James Bidgood 443 
Nancy Carrell [a widow] 120 
Ridley Taylor [a widow] 471 
Elizabeth Phillips 189 
Ann A. Cowling 208 
Sally Crocker 219 
Martha L. Clark 228 
Winifred Holloway 244 
Louisa Foster 2795 
John E. Mason 317 
William G. Parker 319 
Martha A. Barlow 508 
Georgana Manning 7 
Edwin Dorsey 47 
Malessa Carter 62 
PAGE IN 

COUNTY Record Bk 

Fauquier 

Surry 

Halifax 

Campbell 


bondsmen ] 


The county is located near the Virginia Port 
Cities of Norfolk, Portsmouth and Newport News, 
each of which was the destination of many English 
Marriage records on file in the 
courthouse located in the town of Isle of Wight 
registers the marriage of the following DEWSES 
which took place in that county in the late 


eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. 


5 








PG.IN 
RECORD 
DATE NAME MARRIED COUNTY BOOK COMMENTS 
14 Oct 1804 Betsy Dews Thomas Black, Jr.Halifax 53 dau of John Dews 
31 Dec 1806 John Dews Nancy Catlett Fauquier dau of Robert 
Catlett 
21 Mar 1807 Polly Dews Robert S Coleman Halifax 65 dau of John Dews 
12 Aug 1808 Samuel Dews Mary Ricketts Fauquier dau of Zedekian 
Ricketts 
26 Sep 1808 Sarah Dews Robert Sealock Fauquier dau of Samuel Dews 
6 Oct 1809 John Dews Elizabeth Barnes Halifax 70 Believed to tbe the 
8 Jun 1810 John Dews Elizabeth Barnes Halifax 73 the same characters 
who wanted a JUNE 
wedding. 
3 Nov 1815 Frances Dews John Cox Campbell 35 
8 Nov 1824 Susanna Dews William Bruce Halifax dau of Reuben G. 
Dews 
11 Nov 1824 William Dews Susannah Dews Pittsylvania Rev Shadrock 
Mustain, mimister 
14 Sep 1825 Edwin Dews Elvira Frayser Henrico 
20 Dec 1826 Alcey Dews John H. Waller Halifax dau of Reuben G Dews, 
John Waller zmnd 
Demarkces Dews 
bondsmen 
28 Nov 1836  Elcy[?] Dews James Organ Campbell 121 
12 Nov 1842 Elizabeth A Dews Henry A Organ Campbell 121 dau of Samuel Dews 
4 Dec 1843 Charles T Dews Martha Stone Pittsylvania See 1860 Censms 
page 13 
26 Nov 1850 Joshua S Dews Mary Ann Coleman Campbell Z son of Ezekiel Dews 
19 Feb 1851 Mary L Dews David Dyer Campbell 4, dau of Samuel Dews 
25 Oct 1855 William H Dews Mary Jane Brown Campbell 31 son of Samuel Dews 
13 Jan 1857 Sarah Ann Dews Patrick H Coleman Pittsylvania dau of Ezekiel] Dews 
29 Aug 1867 Mary A E Dews E W Franklin Campbell 104 widow of Joshua 
Dews 
14 Oct 1867 Samuel P Dews Susannah E Price Campbell 106 son of Samuel Dews 


Although his name does not appear in any of the Virginia census records [see 


comments under 1810 census records pg 9], the Public Records of Halifax County 


show that a Reuben Dews was living in that county during the early 1820's. 


Book No. 1 shows that two of his daughters were married in that county. 


Marriage 


His daughter 


Susanna Dews married William Bruce on November 8, 1824, and daughter Alcey married 


John H. Waller on December 20, 1826. 


Robert Porter Dews of Edison, Georgia’ Writes 


that his great-great grandfather, William Dews [1823-1896] of Tennessee, was a son 


of Reuben Dews who came across the mountains from Virginia via North Carolina. He 


states that William was born in Halifax County, Virginia, and was brought to 


Nashville, Tennessee as a little boy. 


He wrote that on September 4, 1845, he 





(1) 


ROBERT PORTER DEWS, P. O. Box 302, Edison, Georgia 31746, letter dated 


September 29, 


1980. 
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married Mary Harmon (1827-1902) whose father gave land to Nashville to build 
the city cemetery. Census records of Davidson County [Nashville area] TN 

do show that Reuben G. Dews was living in that county in 1850 and, that he 
was eighty-four years of age. There seems to be a slight discrepancy in re- 
porting his age because, in 1860 the census of Davidson County, Tennessee 
counted Reuben G. Dews and reported his age as being ninety-eight. Regard- 
less of which census enumeration we accept there were only a few years differ- 
ence between the age of Reuben G. Dews and William Dews, Sr. Robert Porter 
Dews said that his great great grandfather is buried in Mt. Olivet Cemetery 
in Nashville. 


Neither does the name John Dews appear in the census records of Halifax 
County, Virginia, however during the first decade of the nineteenth century 
his name appears several times in the Public Records of that county. In 
addition to being on the tax rolls, he is listed as being the father of 
Alcey Dews who married William Hicks on October 7, 1800. Also, the Public 
Records show that John Dews was the father of Betsy Dews who married Thomas 
Black, Jr., on October 14, 1804, and Polly Dews who married Robert S. Coleman 
on March 21, 1807.‘') Since both Reuben and John Dews were contemporaries 
of William Dews, Sr., and inasmuch as they were all living in the same or 
adjoining counties of Virginia at the same time it seems that a blood re- 
lationship very likely existed among these three men. It is interesting to 


note that all three men had a daughter who was given the name Alcey. 


For more than a century William Dews, Sr., and most of his descendants 
continued to live the quiet agrarian life in the same Virginia counties which 
they or their ancestors settled. Unfortunately the disquietude created by 
the War Between the States brought about an overpowering restlessness within 
the Dews House. This conflict, which was fought over STATES RIGHTS, had 
been slowly but openly brewing for over fifty years. It had its origin in 
the almost opposite political philosophies which developed from the economic 
differences between the Northern and Southern States. During the first two 
years of the war the South was winning to the extent that European statesmen 
were convinced that the South could not be beaten. Carl Schurz the United 
States Minister to Spain wrote that the sympathy of Europe would be won only 
by turning the war into a CRUSADE for the abolition of slavery. Abolition- 


ists at home urged the same course. Lincoln knew that Great Britain would 


(1) Marriage Book Ngo. 1, Public Records of Halifax County, Virginia, pp43, 
55 and 65. 
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never intervene on the side of the South if the war became a crusade to free 
the slaves. Thus on September 22, 1862 he issued his Fmancipation Procla= 
mation to be effective on January 1, 1863 only in those States that seceded 
from the Union!') The sad climax to four years of gallant effort ended at 
Appomattox Court House, Appomattox County, Virginia on Sunday, April 9, 1865. 
The site of the original Court House in Appomattox, Virginia is marked with 
a granite memorial bearing these words: 


"Here Sunday, April, 9th, 1865, after 
four years of heroic struggle in defence 
of the principles believed to be funda- 
mental to the existence of our government, 
Lee surrendered 9,000 men, the remnant of 
an army still unconquered in spirit, to 
118,000 men under grant." 


Only a few miles south of Appomattox - in Campbell, Halifax and Pittsylvania 
Counties - the restless souls of the Dews Clan who survived the bloody con- 
flict were overcome with disbelief, dread and dismay. And, because of an 
obvious dismal future under the yoke of the Northern Army of Occupation 
which was intent on enforcing the ridiculous whims of the Carpetbaggers, 
most of the younger generation of Dewses migrated westward - to Texas, 
Arkansas, Missouri, California and several other "free" States. Those who 
remained, and there were several, commenced a very difficult life which was 
beset with privation, harassment, hardship and horror. These were measures 
which "civilized people" described as suitable revenge because the South 
had taken up arms against what it considered to be an arbitrary and despotic 
government. This Northern Army of Occupation continued their rule over the 
Confederate States of America for well over twelve years. President Ruther- 
ford B. Hayes, a moderate Republican, withdrew the last Federal troops in 
1877, and the South was returned to Southerners. 


"Down through history, 

The strong do what they will, 
While the weak, 

Bear what they must." 


Thucydides, 431 B.C. 





(1) 1950 Edition World Book Encyclopedia, Vol 5 p 2310 and Vol 18, p 8578-8581 
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"It is a law of nature, 

Common to all mankind, 

Which time shall neither annul or destroy, 

That those who have greater strength and power, 
Shall bear rule over those who have less." 


Dionysius, 405 B.C. 


"When a strong man, fully armed 

Guards his own palace, 

His goods are in peace; 

But when one stronger than he assails him 
And overcomes hin, 

He takes away his armor in which he trusted, 
And divides his spoil! 


Luke 11: 21-22, HOLY BIBLE 


se \uainows BF J GF 
pa NN 


This 1850 map shows the State of Virginia as it existed 13 years Beeare: ane 
Federal government decided to punish her for joining the Confederate States 


of America. The dividing of the peoples of Nations after World War II was 
not a new wrinkle. 


WORTM CAROLINA 
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FOREWARD 


"We thank you, Lord God, for the marvelous 
tradition in which we stand. Others have 
gone this way before us and so it is for us 
not an unexplored country. We follow in 
their paths, but there are other paths to 
follow and new roads to build. Help us to 
build on what they have done and then move 
on toward what is yet to be done." 


Mankind has no control over events which are created by an act of God 

or - as the agnostic would declare - by an act of nature. But, human obsta- 
cles are said to be susceptible to human solutions. However, when the char- 
acters have been gone from the stage for a century or more it is often diffi- 
cult to discover the reason why certain incidents took place in the personal 
lives of our ancestors. Memory is dimmed by time and those descendants who 
are aware of the happening often tell conflicting stories as to why, how, or 
even where the event occurred. Moreover, documents are frequently not avail- 
able to substantiate the episode, much less give details as to motives or the 
circumstances surrounding the occasion. For the most part, the information 
contained in this chronicle was obtained from public records, articles which 
appeared in newspapers and magazines, gravestones, and to some extent letters 
from individuals who have undisputed knowledge of the noteworthy happening 


or event. 


Over a period of several years a diligent and conscientious effort has 
been made to obtain documents from which the major portion of this history 
is based. In addition, frequent visits have been made to the genealogy sec- 
tion of several libraries, including the Virginia State Library in Richmond. 
A search was made of the public records in Albermarle, Amelia, Halifax, 
Pittsylvania, Campbell, Prince George and Isle of Wight counties in Virginia, 
and Fayette County in West Virginia for birth, death and marriage records; 
for wills and real estate transactions and other court records in which 
members of the Dews family were involved. Use was made of family Bibles, 
history books, old newspaper clippings, magazines and grave markers. In 
addition personal knowledge was supplemented by written and verbal reports 


from my contemporaries. 


(1) Sunday Bulletin Grace Presbyterian Church, Orlando, Florida, cira 1977 
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No claim is made, nor by any assertion is there the slightest pretension 
that this account of our family history is perfect in every detail, because 
there are, in fact, several inconsistencies in the information obtained from 
many documents and papers which were used in the preparation of this report. 
For example: the obituary of Captain Samuel S. Dews states that he and his 
wife came to what is now West Virginia in 1854. Court records in Halifax 
County, Virginia show that they obtained a marriage license on October JG; 
1854, and were married in Halifax County on November 6, 1854. Moreover, 
when Sam's father died in March, 1856, Samuel and Mollie were living on a 
farm in Halifax County which had been given to them by his father William 
Dews , Jr. '') Some documents show Maria E. Dews as having been born in 1840, 
but her obituary as well as census records indicates that her year of birth 
was 1841. Although there are other inconsistencies, their import, like those 
pointed out above, are not of major significance because they do not destroy 
the accuracy of the event - only some of the very minor details are affected. 


This is my official disclaimer. 


The number of relatives we would identify if we could trace our ancestors 
back for only twenty generations would amount to 1,048,576. ‘This is true 
because of geometric progression - each generation back from the present 
generation would increase two times greater than each successor generation. 
i.e., 2?° power. Expressed in another way - the number of ancestors who had 
a part in making our total character - going back twenty generations - would 
amount to 1,048,576 individuals. What a conglomeration of inherited genes 


we have in our bodies! 


"It is indeed a desinable thing 
To be wekk descended 

But the glory bekongs to our 
Ancestors.” 


Plutarch (A.D. 46-120) 


Most all individuals look upon their forefathers as being extraordinary 
people. That is only natural! But, before we get too smug and allow our 


chests to swell with deceitful pride perhaps we should search for the precise 


i 


(1) Article 5, Last Will and Testament of WILLIAM DEWS, JR. dated March 3, 
1856. 
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reason why our particular ancestors came to America. Deracination is shock-= 
ingly cruel, and the depth of its negative impact on the emotions of an 
individual can hardly be measured. What type of person were they who would 
turn their back on their native land and for months endure the rigors, hard- 
ships and privation of a sailboat, knowing that if the journey is successful 
that they will ultimately land on the hostile shores of an unexplored con- 
tinent? Was it courage that propelled our particular forefathers to give 
up their everything, whatever it might have been, to undertake a new venture 
filled with the uncertainty of the unknown? Surely they realized that it 
would be highly unlikely that they would ever again see their family, friends 
and neighbors or their native land which witnessed their birth. In the 

face of these discouraging circumstances did they volunteer to remove their 
roots from their native land? Or was the compelling reason for their de- 
parture from their Mother Country clouded with circumstances which we would 


rather not explore? 


What kind of people were these Puritans and believers in witchcraft and 
seekers of religious freedom? Were they the elite of their homeland or were 
they similar to the beatnik dissenters, the Luna fringe groups, the extreme 
radicals and the unreasoning fanatics of their time? Who were those inden- 
tured servants? Surely they were not the landed gentry, the wealthy cit- 


izens or the upper crust of the citizens of the United Kingdom. 


What kind of people were they who looked upon the natives of their host 
country as savage beasts that deserved no better fate than to be slaughtered 
like animals? Did the immigrants [many of whom were our blood relatives] 
receive their education in the fine schools of the United Kingdom or was 
their training provided by the jails and penal institutions of the British 
Empire? 

Elizabeth Dew, an English convict, was sentenced to transportation in 
October, 1733 and arrived in Virginia on the ship Caesar in January, 17841? 
Joseph Dew, an English convict, was sentenced to transportation and arrived 
on the ship Rose in May of 1755; port of debarkation is not shown. ‘“? Mary 
Dew, alias Holloway, was sentenced to transportation in February, 1729, 
and arrived on the merchant ship Patapsco, which landed at Annapolis, Mary- 
land in December 1729.‘3) No mention is made as to the nature of the offense 


(1) Peter Wilson Coldham, English Convicts in Colonial America, Vol 1, p 78. 
(2) Ibid, Vol II, p 44. 
(3) Ibid. 
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against the king for which these individuals were convicted. Although the 
names are similar, no convicts by the name of Dews were found in either volume 
of the books searched. 


Thomas Dewes, or Dew, was granted 950 acres of land in Virginia during 
the period 1634-40 for transporting indentured servants from England to the 
Colony. Mary Dewes arrived in 1650; Edmund Dewe arrived in 1654; Nicholas 
Dews arrived in 1657; Anthony Due arrived in 1663; and Samuel, Ferdenando 


and Jonathan Dew arrived in Virginia in 1664.(7) 


After the Colonies in America won their independence, the British were 
forced to ship their convicts to Australia. Some historians insist that the 
British would never have settled Australia had not the American Colonies won 
their freedom. It is an iron rule of history that great nations eventually 
have great problems. Moreover, greatness is not a permanent geopolitical 


status. If it were we would all be speaking Greek or Latin. 


FROM BIRTH TO DEATHs EACH LIFE IS AN ADVENTURE IN ITSELF AND NO TWO PEOPLE 
EVER TRAVEL THE SAME PATHS EXACTLY. 








In ancient times 

all the London gate- 
houses acted as 
prisons. NEWGATE, 


seen here as it was 
rebuilt by the City's 
most famous Lord Mayor, 
Dick Whittington, 
became the most 
notorious of the 
London gaols. 

Through here 17,000 
aa : convicts passed on 
ce ama | mM, their way to America. 
A few months in a 


British Gaol [Jail] was 
probably enough to 
persuade any victim 

€O volunteer for passage 
to America. 
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CHAPTER 1 


fiisatory Of Che Dews Name 


DEWSBURY 


YORKSHIRE COUNTY 


ENGLAND 





i visited this area of England in July, 1984. A 
review was made of the local [ LEEDS-DEWSBURY] tele- 
phone directory and it was found that one hundred 


and sixteen of their patrons had the DEWS surname. 


on THE DEWS NAME 


Even the most primitive languages known included names of persons and 


places. Since the beginning of recorded history each person had at least one 


name. The use of one name only is seen throughout the Bible; and biblical 
names also sometime change, as Abram becomes Abraham (Gen. 17.5) and Jacob 
becomes Israel (Gen. 32.28).‘') Also in the Bible means are employed to dis- 
tinguish a person from another of the same name. James the son of Alphaeus is 
distinguished from James the son of Zebedee. A Mary is called Magdalene and 
Judas is called Iscariot to identify the person by a former home. In such 
ways and others among other peoples, surnames have developed. In his book 
SURNAMES ARE THE FOSSILS OF SPEECH, Samuel L. Brown states: 


"IT have Learned that every family 
name in existence does have a 
meaning even £4 that meaning 44 
hidden in the mists of antiquity." (2) 


Since the ancestors of many English families came over from France with 
William the Conqueror in the Norman Conquest of England in 1066, we find many 
anglicized French surnames. Fitz is the Norman-French form of "the son of", 
[see the name Fitz-James in Sir Walter Scott's poem referred to below]. Other 
surnames that mean "the son of'' include the Irish name beginning with "0'''s 
and the Scotch prefix '"Mc'' or "Mac'' means either the son of or from the clan 
of.'3) The Welsh prefix "ap" signifies son of while O' signifies grandson or 
descendant. ‘*’ In his book SUFFOLK SURNAMES Mr. N. I. Bowditch states: 


"Surnames ane known to have been assumed, in 
Some anstances, before the Norman Conquest; 

but they did not become general in England 
unti£ tuo orn three centuries Later. Every 
name, no doubt, originally nad a meaning, or 
was at finst assumed on tmplied from its 

neak on supposed fitness. From some accidental 
cincumstance, or from mere caprice." (5) 


Surnames come from many sources. The surname of people who owned land 
often came from the name of the estate or castle. Occupations were also a 
source of surnames, such names as Sheperd, Carpenter, Potter, Farmer, Turner, 


and Lockman are from this source. Other names come from objects associated in 


(1) Holy Bible, The King James Version, Genesis xvii 5, and xxxii 28. 


(2) Samuel L. Brown, Surnames Are The Fossils of Speech, 1967. 
(3) World Book Encyclopedia, Vol. 12, pp 5385-5386, 1950 


(4) The Columbia Encyclopedia, 1947 
(5) N. I. Bowditch, Suffolk SUrnames, [Boston, John Wilson & Son, 1858]. 


2D 


some way with the individual. Such names as Lake, Stone, Clay, Woods, and 


Appling are from this source. Many came from nicknames which passed more and 
more from father to son. Chapter XVIII, page 147 of Mr. Bowditch's book, 
SUFFOLK SURNAMES, claims that the points of the compass has supplied such 
surnames as North, East, Easterling, South, and West, and that the elements 
have made contributions in such surnames as Breeze, Storm, Storms, Raines, 
Rainey, Rayne, Rane, Rayner, Flood, Dew, Dewey, Fogg, Frost, Snow and Fair- 


weather. 


An Etymological Dictionary'') says that the family name DEWS is a varia- 
tion of the surname DEW and means Dew's son. This dictionary defines the 
surname DEW as: 

"Celtic; of black or dark 
complexion. 
Gaelic; dhu, dubh; black 


on dank. 
Welsh; du; black, dark." 


This is the same as one of the definitions given by Samuel L. Brown in his 


book, SURNAMES ARE THE FOSSILS OF SPEECH. The Celtic word dhu, dubh, and the 
Welsh word du have the meaning “dark complexioned" and often translated into 
English as black - thence the modern surname Black. It should be remembered 
that the blood of the original inhabitants of England mingled with many in- 
vaders of the island, including that of the dark skinned Romans whose five 
hundred year occupation began in the first century A.D. and continued until 


the early fifth century. 


In the Scottish Highlands, Pibroach is a musical piece performed on the 
bagpipe. Based upon an expedition launched in 1413, Sir Walter Scott wrote 
the song PIBROACH OF DONALD DHU. In part, the words of the set, theme, or 


melody runs thus in Gaelic: 


"nLobaid of Donuil Dhuidh." 
On 


"The Pipe summons of 
Donald the Black." 


It can also be a place name from once having lived near the Old English 
Deau, meaning "damp ground."' In Sir Walter Scott's poem, THE LADY OF THE LAKE, 





(1) Henry Harrison, Surnames of the United Kingdom; A Concise Etymological 
Dictionary [1969} 
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the scene of the poem is laid chiefly in the vicinity of Loch Kathrine in the 
western Highlands of Perthshire and is based on the ancient feud among Scottish 
Clans of the Gaelic speaking Celtic Highlanders and the Saxon Lowlanders over 
ownership of land. The Saxons were originally from the northern part of 
Germany and had invaded and conquered England in the fifth and sixth centuries 
which was shortly after the Romans discontinued their occupation. The time 

of the action includes six days, and the transactions of each day occupy a 
Canto. In Canto Fifth, Verse IX and XI we find: 


"The Mountaineer cast glance of pride 
Along Benledi's Living side, 

Then fixed his eye and sable brow 

Full on Fitz-James: How say'st thou now? 
These ane CLan-Aflpine's warriors true; 
And, Saxton, - I am RODERICK DHU!" 


"Deeming this path you might pursue 
Without a pass from RODERICK DHU." 


In his book(1) the Reverend Henry Barber makes no mention that Dews 
means the son of Dew, but he does give a different origin of the name Dew. 
He says the name is from the Norman-French D'Eu; a personal name from the Latin 
De Augo, from Eu; a location name in Normandy. This version has some support 
from Mr. Samuel L. Brown in his book SURNAMES ARE THE FOSSILS OF SPEECH. 
As a second definition of the name Dew Mr. Brown writes: (2) a native of 


d'Fu, a place in France meaning the water." 


The most prominent variations of Dews are Dew, Dewe, and Dewes. Mr. 
Robert Porter Dews writes: ‘There is a book written on early Virginia in 
which a Colonel Dews is listed as being a prominent character in the Indian 
Wars. He had a large family; but all of a sudden he, or rather some of his 
descendants, started calling themselves Dew and Dewes, and some of their kin 


: 2 
reappear with the name Dews once more." ae 


In her book, GENEALOGY OF SOME OF THE DESCENDANTS OF THOMAS DEW, COLONIAL 
VIRGINIA PIONEER IMMIGRANT, Ernestine Dew White writes: 


(1) Reverend Henry Barber, M.D., F.S.A., British Family Names - Their Origin 
and Meaning, [Elliot Stock, London, 1903, Republished by Gale Research Co. 
Detriot, 1968]. 

(2) Robert Porter Dews of Edison, Georgia 31746; qucte from a letter dated 
September 29, 1980, written to Eli Dews. [He is the father of BOBBY DEWS 
who for several years was a coach of the ATLANTA BRAVES baseball team]. 
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"Tt seems that the name DEWS was 
probably intended for DEW, originally. 
It seems strange that two names could 
be 40 near alike and yet represent 
two entinely different famivties. 


The older necords were often written 
So dubiousf£y due to the poor spelling 
in those days." (1) 


Mrs. White's observation concerning spelling is completely correct, because 
even in England the population was generally illiterate until about the 
seventeenth century. Also, the first few generations of whites born on the 
North American Continent were generally illiterate because there were few 
teachers and scarcely any schools. Furthermore, those who were literate to 
some degree - i.e., those literate enough to read and write - employed their 
own phonetic type of alphabet in recording unfamiliar names and geographic 
locations. In this connection the misspelling of such common and simple 
words as cowes for cows; keepe for keep; poure for poor and, shee for she 


have been noted in the old records in Virginia Courthouses. 


In her discussion of the origin of name, Mrs. Ernestine Dew White has 


this to say on page 14 of her book on the Dew family.'?? 


"Tf the name originated from those 
who came over from France with 
WiklLiam the Conqueror, in 1066, we 
could consider the name ads having 
come f{rx0m the Norman French "D'Eu." 
* * However, 44 according to family 
truadition, we consider that the 
name was originally "Dhu", we find 
that the family 45 of very ancrent 
Celtic origin. It seems probable 
that the family descended {rom 
RODERICK THE GREAT, King of all 
Wakes, whose son, HOWELL DHU THE 
GOOD, died in 947." 


"In Worthy's DEVONSHIRE WILLS 
[England] there is mention of one 
RODERICK THE GREAT, King of all 
Wales .u 


(1) Ernestine Dew White, Genealogy of some of the Descendants of Thomas Dey, 
Colonial Virginia Pioneer Immigrant, [Greenville, South Carolina, 1937] 


(2) Ibid. 
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"We also find mention of his son, 
HOWELL DHU, called THE GOOD, who 
died in the year 947. We might 
note that this was over one 
hundred yearns before Wikliam The 
Conqueror came over from Normandy 
in 1066," §3) 


To make an assertion about the remote history of a family - e.g. that it 
was of Norman or Saxon origin - wholly from the surname is rarely possible. 
Moreover, it 1s not wise to generalize about the origin of a surname even 


when it has been traced to its earliest form. 


There are several place names that contain the name Dews in their label 
or designation. Although it is very doubtful that any of these place names 
originated as an honor or in recognition of any of the ancestors of our branch 
of the Dews family, they are, nevertheless, listed here as a matter of general 
interest. The oldest of these placenames is DEWSBURY, ENGLAND, which is the 
undisputed capital of the heavy woolen district of West Yorkshire. According 
to G. J. Copley's ENGLISH PLACE NAMES AND THEIR ORIGINS, the word DEWSBURY is 
a rare Celtic personal name with an Olde-English ending [Dewi with Burh]. The 
town of Dewsbury, England, was recognized as early as A.D. 627 when Paulinus 
[a Roman Missionary] who became Archbishop of York, preached and baptized 
there. The Normans knew it as Dewsberia. The 1981 population of Dewsbury, 
Fngland is listed as 49,536. 


During the first decade of the nineteenth century a Mr. W. W. Dews was 
the Postmaster of Dewsville in Baker County, Georgia. The town has now been 
renamed Patmos, Georgia. Mr. Robert Porter Dews in a letter dated September 
29, 1980, states: 


"IT had an old Letter with Dewsville 
Stamped on it but Georgia Archives 

had no necord. So, I wrote the U. S. 
Postal Service and they sent mea 

copy of the original application and 
amap of the place. I made copies 

and sent them to Georgia Archives and 
received a Letter back thanking me {or 
getting 'em straight." 





(3) Ibid. 
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Shown on the left is a copy 
of the original application 
[dated March 3, 1884] for a 
Post Office at Dewsville, 
Georgia. The records of 

the Post Office Department 

in the National Archives 

show that the Dewsville 

Post Office was established 
on June 4, 1884, with William 
W. Dews appointed Postmaster 
on that date. 
James H. Everett, was appoint- 
ed on March 2, 1887. On 
November 14, 1887, Virginia 

T. Curry was appointed Post- 


His successor, 


master. The office was 
discontinued on March 13, 
1851 and its mail there- 
after was sent to Millford, 


Georgia. 


Ernestine Dew White in her book Genealogy 0f Some Of The Descendants 


of Thomas Dew, Colonial Virginia Proneer Immigrant, has a section devoted 
to Thomas Dew (1763-1849) of Dewsville, King and Queen County, Virginia. 

This Dewsville was more the name of a plantation rather than a town. In 

1836 one of his sons, Thomas Roderick Dew, (1802-1846), became President 

of William and Mary College at Williamsburg, Virginia. 


One observation is obvious. A few names seem to be traditional favor- 
ites - Thomas, William and Samuel - were popular given names for male 


members in all branches of the Dew and Dews families. 
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This modern day road map shows that region of the State of Virginia which 
was the home of our Dews ancestors. Courthouse records containing files 

of deeds, marriages, wills, deaths and law suits, along with other records 
of a non-public nature, show that the Dews family was active in Campbell, 
Halifax and Pittsylvania Counties of Virginia for over two centuries. Sev- 
eral of the descendants of William Dews, Sr., still live in this area of 

the State. Maria E. Dews, the youngest sister of Capt. Samuel S. Dews, who 
became a prominent school teacher in West Virginia, attended Hollins College, 


which is located on the north side of Roanoke. 
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CHAPTER 2 


GENERATION EIGHT 


WILLIAM DEWS, SR 


(1751-1835) 


BECAUSE OF THE NON-AVAILABILITY OF A PHOTOGRAPH OF 
WILLIAM DEWS [THE ELDER] OTHER MEANS OF PRODUCING HIS 
IMAGE WAS EMPLOYED. YOUR SURROGATE SALUTES; YOU; 
GRANDPAPPY, WITH A PRE-SENT; A Rf S! 





EXPEDIENCY TOOK INTO CONSIDERATION THAT WHICH 
WAS AVAILABLE AND IMMEDIATELY ADVANTAGEOUS WITHOUT 
REGARD TO ETHICS OR CONCERN WITH CONSISTENT PRIN- 
CIPLES. IT IS UNFORTUNATE THAT YOUR GRANDSON, 
[SEVERAL GENERATIONS REMOVED] HAD TO REPRESENT 

YOU BECAUSE HE IS AN INADEQUATE SUBSTITUTE. SORRY <n ISLA are 3 Area 
GRANDPAPPY | pei 
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THE MARRIAGE RECORDS LISTED BELOW, AND ON THE FOLLOWING PAGEs SHOULD BE 


USED WITH THE LINEAGE CHART ON THE OPPOSITE PAGE. 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


(3) 


(4) 


(5) 


(6) 
(7) 


(8) 


(8a) 


The first edition of this book erroneously reported ALCEY DEWS. daughter 
Of William Dews, Sr., as having married JOHN WALLER on December 21, 1826. 
Marriage Book No. 1, page 87, Pittsylvania County, Virginia, shows that a 
Marriage license was issued [not to ALCEY] but to ELSEY DEWS and JOHN 
WALLER on December 21, 1826. The record shows that the marriage ceremony 
was performed by The Rev. Griffin Dickson, however the names of the 
parents of the participants were not given. There is no record in either 
Pittsylvania or Halifax county which show that ALCEY DEWS [dsughter of 
William, Sr.] was ever married. She was apparently a single person when 
her father died in February, 1835. 


NANCY DEWS, daughter of William Dews, Sr., married CHARLES MARTIN on 
November 10, 1835. Marriage Book No. 1, page 110, Pittsylvania County, 
Virginia. Nancy signs certificate which indicates that she had reached 
majority. Marriage ceremony was performed by Rev. Griffin Dickinson. 


SAMUEL DEWS, son of William Dews, Sr., married first LUCY HENDRICKS on 
December 17, 1817. Marriage Register No. 1, Campbell County, Virginia. 
Item 5 of the last Will and Testament of SAMUEL PLEASANT DEWS [son of 
samuel and grandson of William, Sr.] dated July 13, 1867, reads as fol- 
lows: "I also give to my children ELIZABETH OREGON, MARY L. DYER, and 
WILLIAM DEWS, to be equally divided between them, a tract of land con- 
taining 75 acres lying in the County of Campbell, it being a tract of 
land I inherited from their grandfather PENDLETON HENDRICK. The spelling 
Of HENDRICK differs between the marriage record and the Will. 


SAMUEL DEWS, son of WILLIAM DEWS, SR., married second, ELIZABETH TERRELL 
MOORMAN on April 30, 1845. Marriage Register No. 1, Campbell County, VA. 


EZEKIEL DEWS, son of William Dews, Sr., married first, MARTHA M. STONE on 
August 21, 1824. Marriage Book No. 1, page 80, Pittsylvania County, VA. 
Marriage ceremony performed by REV. SHADRACK MUSTAIN. 


EZEKIEL DEWS, son of William Dews, Sr., married second, LUCINDA LOVELACE 
on October 19, 1842. Marriage Book No. 1, page 127, Public Records of 
Pittsylvania County, VA. Marriage ceremony performed by REV. JOEL HUBBARD. 


MARY DEWS, daughter of William Dews, Sr., married ROBERT FOWLKES on 
November 27, 1827. Marriage Book No. 1, page 88, Pittsylvania County, VA. 


SARAH DEWS, daughter of William Dews, Sr., married THOMAS STOKES on 
December 4, 1820. Marriage Book No. 1, page 71, Pittsylvania County, VA. 


NATHANIEL DEWS,son of William Dews, Sr., married first, ELIZABETH [BETSY] 
B. WALLER [daughter of RICHARD WALLER who signs certificate] on October 
18, 1811. Marriage Register No. 1, page 76, Public Records of Halifax 
County, Virginia. 


NATHANIEL DEWS, son of William Dews, Sr., married second PATSY BUMPASS 
in Wilson County, Tennessee on March 26, 1816. Bondsman THOMAS BRADLEY. 
Marriage ceremony performed by The R€V- WILLIAM BUMPASS, D.D. 


34 


(9) 


(10) 


(10) 


(10) 


(10a) 


ard) 


(11a) 


(12) 


NATHANIEL DEWS, son of William Dews, Jr., married third, AMY TUCKER on 
October 28, 1842. Marriage Register No. 1, page 170, Public Records of 
Halifax County, Virginia. Bondsman JOHN C. TUCKER. Signer of certi- 
ficate Amy Tucker, self, [Her mark X]. 


JOSHUA STONE, JR., married PRUDENCE MOTTLEY on December 15, 1785. 
Marriage Register No. 1, Public Records of Pittsylvania County, VA. 
Joshua and Prudence Stone are the parents of NANCY STONE, the first 
wife of William Dews, Jr. 


WILLIAM DEWS, JR., married NANCY STONE by license issued on December 
6, 1819. Marriage Book No. 1, page 68, Public Records of Pittsylvania 
County, Virginia. Prudence Stone only signs the marriage consent 
papers. 


WILLIAM DEWS, JR., married second, MARY P. CLEMENT on May 1, 1848. 
Marriage Book No i, page 80, Public Records of Pittsylvania County, 
Virginia. Father of the bride is STEPHEN CLEMENT. Marriage ceremony 
performed by Rev. WILLIAM H. PLUNKETT. 


SAMUEL STONE DEWS, son of William Dews, Jr., married MARY ANN FRANCIS 
MOORE, daughter of WILLIAM D., and JEMIMA CARR MOORE by license issued 
on October 26, 1854. Marriage Book No. 3, page 2, Public Records of 
Halifax County, Virginia. 


MARTHA J. DEWS, daughter of William Dews, Jr., married first DR. 
WILLIAMSON P. HOLLAND on May 7, 1849. Marriage Register Book No. 1, 
page 188, Public Records of Halifax County, Virginia. Bondsman was 
CHRISTOPHER COLLINS. Signer of the certificate was William Dews, Jr. 
father. 


MARTHA J. [nee DEWS] HOLLAND, daughter of William Dews, Jr., married 
second, JOHN B. HARDWICK by license issued on November 6, 1855. Marriage 
Book No. 3, page 3, Public Records of Halifax County, Virginia. Both 
Martha J. and John B. are listed as being 25 years of age. The occu- 
pation of John B. Hardwick is listed as Minister of the Gospel. Parents 
of the groom; SAM P. and LUCY HARDWICK. Marriage ceremony was performed 
by Rev. JAMES V. MASON. 


PRECILLAR DEWS, daughter of William Dews, Sr,, married BENJAMIN SNEED 
by license issued on June 20, 1817. Marriage Book No. 1, page 64, 
Public Records of Pittsylvania County, Virginia. The Marriage Record 
Book shows her name as PRISCILLA, however the Last Will and Testament 
of her father shows her name as PRECILLAR. Very likely Precillar (?) 
Dews was named for her grandmother PRISCILLA HENDRICK. Refer to Appen- 
dix 6 where it is shown that Mrs. Hendrix held a life estate in prop- 
erty owned by her daughter Sarah and son-in-law William Dews, Sr. 
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WILLIAM DEWS SR) circa (1751-1835) served in General George 
Washington's Continental Army during the American Revolution. Some of the 
occurrences in the life of William Dews, Sr., were calculated from events 
which were definitely and precisely established by records. However, a 
slight contradiction emerges when the VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE pub- 
lishes identical Revolutionary Pension Declarations in the case of William 
Dews. One is dated on August 20, 1831 and the other is dated on August 
20, 1832!')In both instances the supporting documents are dated August 14, 
1832. Using the first declaration William Dews, Sr., was eighty years 
old on August 20, 1831, and the year of his birth would be 1/51. This date 
is supported by information shown on pension roll records where his age was 
shown to be 82 on March 14, 1833/7) He would, therefore, have been 25 or 
26 years of age when [according to his Revolutionary Pension Declaration] 
he enlisted for service at Charlottesville, Virginia in February, 1776. 
However, a Muster Roll obtained from the National Archives shows his term 


of enlistment to be for two years from April 10, 1/776. 


William Dews [the elder] had been a soldier in the Continental Army about 
one year and eight months before he was captured by the British at German- 
town, near Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on October 4, 1777. According to 
historians the Brandywine and Germantown engagements were both military 
disasters for the Colonial troops which culminated in the tragic winter at 
Valley Forge. General Washington's troops were poorly trained and equipped, 
but the greatest of all imperfections was the weakness which existed in 
incompetent unit leaders and in many instances the complete lack of leader- 
ship in all ranks at all levels of command. And, true to Murphy's Law 
every plan that could go wrong did go wrong. 


Washington decided to attack Germantown because he was satisfied that 
the British had only a small force protecting the town, but in fact they 
had reinforced this position with four additional companies. By moving out 
at night he intended to launch a surprise attack on the British the follow- 
ing morning. The approach to battle was developing according to well thought 
out plans and would have been carried out admirably had not one of 
the following occurrences taken place. First, a dense fog settled over 


the troops reducing visibility to less than forty feet. Secondly, the 


(1) Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, Vol. XX, pp 263-265 and Vol 
XXV, pp 157-159. 


(2) The Pension Roll of 1835, Vol. III, p 514. (Genealogy Publishing Co. 1968). 
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militia unit that was to guard one of the flanks of the main body got lost 
and never appeared for the engagement. Thirdly, the unit which was assigned 
to guard the other flank of the main body thought that the British were 
attacking them and they fired a few shots and disappeared. General Stephens 
was drunk and led his colum off the trail and commenced firing on friendly 
troops. General Green thinking the firing was from the main body of the 
British, withdrew his command. A general panic and retreat ensued and General 
Washington was glad to collect what forces he could by nightfall without the 
loss of his cannons.''? Under these chaotic conditions of organized confusion 
it is of no discredit to the soldier to be captured by the enemy, and that is 
exactly what happened to our ancestor William [Billy] Dews, the elder. As 
discussed in the introduction, he very likely suffered greater hardships as 

a prisoner of war in the hands of the British than did his comrades at Valley 
Forge. 


During most of his service William Dews was a member of the 9th Virginia 
Regiment which was commanded by Colonel George Mathews, and he was detailed 
for a short time on a special mission with Morgan's Riflemen.‘?) He was dis- 
charged from military service in July, 1778, after serving about two years 
and four months during the Revolutionary War. On March 14, 1833, he was 
awarded a pension of $80 per annum under the Revolutionary Pension Acts of 
1818 and 1832. His pension was effective as of March 4, 1831 and he received 
$240 in back pay. ‘>? Since he lived only about two years after he was placed 
on the pension rolls his single dipping in the U. S. Treasury should not 
have created a very large budgetary deficit. 


William Dews, Sr. was about twenty-nine years of age when he was dis- 
charged from Revolutionary War service in August, 1778. He returned to 
Virginia where he married Sarah [Sally] Hendrick and resumed the life of a 
farmer. The bonds to the Hendrick family were obviously very strong. There 
were a total of ten children born of this [DEWS-HENDRICK] union and all five 
first names of the Hendrick family (Nathaniel, Priscilla, Mary, Sarah amd 
Ezekiel) were bestowed upon the children of William and Sarah Dews. Only 
the names William, Alcey, Nancy, Elizabeth and Samuel were added and these 


were all familiar given names to the lexicon of the Hendrick family. 


“(4) William Addleman Ganoe, The History of the United States Army, Revise 


Edition 1943. Ch II, p 44-48. 


(2) John H. Gwathmay, Historical Register of Virginians in the Revolution, pl22 


(3) The Pension Roll of 1835, Vol. III, p 514 (Genealogical Publishing Co. 
19462) 
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Please refer to the contour map on the next page. The 
Staunton [now Roanoke] River provides the northern boundaries 
of Halifax and Pittsylvania Counties and the southern boundary 
of Campbell County, Virginia. Buffalo Creek flows north, near 
the eastern border of Pittsylvania County and through a small 
portion of Halifax County before it turns eastward and empties 
into the Staunton River. Straightstone Creek flows northeast 
through the eastern part of Pittsylvania County then empties into 
the Staunton River near where the three counties [Pittsylvania, 
Campbell and Halifax] come together at Hale Island, which is a 
very short distance southeast of Long Island. Collectively, 
William Dews, Sr. and his sons owned substantial acreage in the 
area where these three counties join. According to tax records, 
from the year 1814 through 1835, William Dews, Sr. owned 238 
acres on Buffalo Creek in Pittsylvania County; and for over 
twenty years, from 1836 through 1856, his son William Dews, Jr. 
owned 109 acres of land on the same creek, but located in Halifax 
County. Beginning in the year of 1836 the tax records show that 
his son Ezekiel Dews owned 1,466 acres of land on Straighstone 
Creek in Pittsylvania, which he held until 1865. Tax records 
also show that from the year 1840 through the year 1866 his son 
samuel Dews owned 430 acres on the north side of the Staunton 


River in Campell County. 








On December 29, 1852, EZEKIEL DEWS and his wife LUCINDA donated a 
Baptist church at Straightstone, along with the land anda spring, 
to the church trustees: JAMES LOVELACE, WILLIAM DEWS, JEREMIAH W. 
GRAVES, JOHN F. PATRICK, JOHN D. HUNT, JOHN GILBERT, and SAMUEL 
MILLER. (see Appendix 5, pg 2). This very attractive Church, 
which is shown above, with many improvements over the years, is 
still in use today. 
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This contour map shows that eae on the Staunton (now Roanoke) 
River where Campbell, Halifax and Pittsylvania Counties of the 
State of Virginia join. It was in this specific area of the 
three counties that WILLIAM DEWS, SR., and his family made their 
home for many years. He and his sons, WILLIAM JR., and EZEKIEL 
owned land bordering on Straightstone Creek in Pittsylvania 
County, and Buffalo Creek in both Pittsylvania and Halifax 
Counties, while son Samuel owned land in Campbell County on 

the north side of the Staunton River. 
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The February 16, 1835 issue of THE LYNCHBURG VIRGINIAN published the follow- 


ing notice in the obituary colum of its newspaper. 1) 


"DEWS Ma. William Sn. died on 9th 
ANSZ. in 82nd year of age at his 
residence in Pittsylvania Co., Va. 
Soldier of the Revolution." 


Twenty three days before he died on February 9, 1835, William Dews, Sr., 


prepared the following Will which is recorded in WILL BOOK NO. 1, page 279 
of the Public Records of Pittsylvania County, Chatham, Virginia. Refer to 


copy in Appendix I, pages 1 and 2. His Will reads as follows: 


"In the name of God amen. I William Dews [the elder] of 
the County of Pittsylvania, State of Virginia, being of sound 
mind and memory, do make and ordain this my last Will and Test- 
ament and do hereby revoke all others. In the first place I 
recommend my soul to God & my body to the earth. 


item: I give my daughter Alcey one Negro girl by the name of 
Ann with all her increases; also I give her one good feather 
bed & furniture to her and her heirs forever, this I give her 
over and above her proportion of my estate herein after divided. 


Item: I give to my daughter Nancy one Negro girl by the name of 
Catherine with her increases; I also give her one good feather 

bed & furniture to her and her heirs forever, this I give to her 
over and above the proportion of my estate herein after divided. 


Item: All my other Negroes, exclusive of the two within men- 
tioned and willed away, I give to my three sons, Samuel, William 
& Ezekiel, & my two daughters, Alcey & Nancy, to be equally 
divided between them, to them and their heirs forever. 


Item: All & every part of the balance & remainder of my estate 
of every description, both real and personal, including land not 
herein above willed away, I wish sold on a reasonable credit & 
with the proceeds thereof, together with any money that I may 
have or any that may be due me & any crops that may be on hand, 
first pay any debts that I may owe. 


Item: I give to my daughters Elizabeth Martin, Precillar Sneed, 


& Sarah Stokes, and to my son Nathaniel Dews, five hundred dol- 
lars to them and their heirs forever, but in paying my daughter 
Elizabeth Martin her legacy of five hundred dollars the loan 

of her husband, James Martin, to me for two hundred dollars 


(1) The Lynchburg Virginian, February 16, 1835, page 3, column 5. 
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I loaned him is to be deducted but no interest is to be charged 
or claimed on the Bond, and before the legacy of five hundred 
dollars willed to my daughter Sarah Stokes, and to my son 
Nathaniel Dews, is paid, my estate is to be released & free of 
my having been security for said Thomas Stokes, and my son 
Nathaniel. 


Item: I give to my two grand children, William Fulks, and 

Sarah Fulks, children of my deceased daughter Mary, two hundred 
and fifty dollars to each of them & to their heirs forever. 

These legacies are to be paid out of the proceeds arising from 
the sale of my estate as within mentioned & directed to be sold, 
and the crops money & credit that I may have at my death and 
after my debts and the within mentioned legacies are paid, it 

is my wish and will that the balance remaining of the proceeds 

of sale of crops money be equally divided amongst all my children 
& where any of my children within named have died, leaving child- 
ren living at my death, they are to have such part of my estate 
as their father or mother would have been entitled to if living at 
my death. 


Lastly: I appoint my two sons, Samuel Dews & William Dews, 
Executor to this my last will and testament. In witness whereof 
I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 19th day of January 

18 hundred and thirty-five." 


his 
William X Dews 
Mark 


Testo 


Sam Pannill 

James R. Lipscomb 
John Pannill 
William E. Lipscomb 


At a court held for Pittsylvania County the 16th day of February 
1835, this last Will and Testament of William Dews, Sen., Dec'd 
was presented to Court and proved by two subscribing witnesses 
to the act and deed of said Dews, and ordered to be Recorded. 
and on motion of Samuel Dews & William Dews, the Executors in 
said Will named, who made oath according to law and with Vincent 
Dickerson, William Fitzgerald, Jno N. Buckley, Richard Jones, 
Daniel Coleman, Griffith Dickerson, Jr., Thomas W. Wooding, 
Ezekiel Dews, Wm L. Smith, Benjamin Stone, and John Jones their 
security into and acknowledged on the penalty of five thousand 
dollars conditioned as the Law directs, certificates was granted 
them for obtaining probate of said will in due form." 


Teste - William Tunstall, Clerk 
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There is some question as to whether William Dews, Sr., could write 
his name. In addition to his will he has signed other legal papers and 
documents with an "X" representing his signature. The scribe who prepared 
his will has made spelling errors in the case of the two grandchildren, 
William and Sarah Fowlkes. He shows their last name as FULKS. 
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The above entry [which appears to be a delayed death certificate] is 
recorded on page 476 of the records of the County Court of Pittsyl- 
vania County, Virginia. The record seems to contain several errors 
or omissions. Seven individuals are listed as the "only" heirs. 
This does not agree with the information shown in the will of 
WILLIAM DEWS, (THE ELDER). The last sentence in the certificate 
shows that William Dews is the guardian of William & Mary Fowlkes, 
where it should have been @ifliam and Sarah Fowkkes. 


REVOLLTIUNARY PENSION DECLARATIONS.‘ 


me ee ee ee 


WIL LIAM Dews. 


On thisieoth day of August 1831 personally appeared before 
the Courf: of the County of Prttsylyania now sitting, W 
| DYN yesident of said Co., aged 80. yrs, who bing fi 
duly sw org, according to law, doth on his oath make followi 
declaratiog— : i 
That he enlisted in the Army. of the U. S. an tHe Mond 
of Feb. p76 for two yrs. with’ Lieut,’ Hendef on, ‘in Caphs 
Walkers (Company then Stationedt at! Charlot ville in ¢ 
County of Albemarle, Va. On the} 1 th day dé that - 
this Company left Charlottsville &! marched di rect 0) | Gl 


was therefattached to the goth eat of the v 

the Comngand of Col. George M fhews and ‘a m 

that they : ere stationed in said C ot of Nért thilnnt: rf 

about the Poth or acth of Dec. P75 her they were snarct.cd 

from Cire ta Meécristc en in New Jersey end teined wg. 
army under Gen ence Washmeton at that place in January 
1777 where he had taken up Winter Quartets. | 
. Early In the Spring following a picked Company was made 
up from'the different regiments & placed under the command 
of Lieut Henderson who acted as Capt. of which he, said Wm. 
Dews was one.-this Company was put under Col. Daniel 
Morgan, who commanded’a Rifle Choir and was with him in 
three engagements—On One «lay, first at Brunswick where the 
British had wintered, the 2nd and third near the same place, 
that he continued with Col. Morgan Several months until 
he was ordered to Albany, that he left Col. Morgan near 

- Summerset C. H. New Jersey, and returned under the Com- 
thand of Lieut Martin to the said oth Regt under Col. Mat- 
thews & was stationed at the Cross Roads near Philadelphia 
When the British arrived at the head of Elk River, he was 
placed under the Command of Col. Richard Parker & was with 
him in the Battle of Brandywine on the 11th of September | - 
1777, soon after that he was again transferred to the gth 
Regiment with Col’o Matthews & was with him in the Battle — 
of Germantown where his Regiment was defeated by the 

ritish & he, said Dews was taken Prisoner on the 4th of 
ctober 1777 and carried to Philadelphia and put in Jail, kept | 
there about eight months & was then carried by the British — 





ah eh ee a ee 
VIRGINIA MAGAZINE OF HISTORY AND BIOGRAPHY, VOL. XX, pages 263 
thru 265 
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to New York and kept under guard 18 days. Then exchanged 
at Elizabeth River about the 17th July 1778, then marched 
to the White Plains in the State of New York and there 
discharged abdut the last of the same month, the whole of 
the service rendered under this enlistment including the time ‘; 
of higgbeitig a prisoner with the British is two yrs. and about . 
6| Months: his discharge was destroyed by ICD staiatyeantn the 
q etersburg, Va. soon after he obtained it, but the 
rvice rendered is proved by the affidavits of David Street 
Dudley Callaway who were regular soldiers with him in 
the Revolitionary War, that he resided in the County of pit 
te  hvhers he entered the ‘service! of the U.! A a 
the yr raze. _ After his discharge from seid eervice — 


in yr. 1778 he resided for some dine in the tewn gt Peters- 
burg, Va. he now resides & has Wved in the Co. of Pittss4- 
vania for about so years. Hey#ereby anes every 
claim whatever to a pension exifot the present & declares 
that his mame is net on the Penwyn Roll of any BECDCY) of 
any State, 7H 

yo STE eE xX Dews. 


DupLtey Cacefwiay. 


I Dudley Callaway of the Towp, of Lynchburg in the 
of Campbell & State of Va. do hergby Certify & do Solem 
Swear—that I enlisted a Soldier it, faite Army of thd Revoalu- 
tion in the year 1776 and Served (n the sth Régimeht of the 
Va. line for about 16 mo. when he was detached from said 
5th Reg’t & put under the Comm, nd of Col. Daniel: Morgan 
who commanded a Rifle Choir & Served with said: Morgap, 
that he then became acquainted with Wm. Dews of Pitts. Cp. 
Va. who was a regular’ Soldier if the oth Reg’t ufder Cl. 
Matthews, that he the said Wm; Dews was also’ detached - 
from 9th Reg't & was put ver Ha Morgan & seryed wif 
me under,said Morgan several Months, when he hwas , 
back with ‘said Col. Matthews of the said oth Regiment—: 
ES informed that said Dews was in Battle of Germanto 
& taken prisoner by toe sissy &, kept several months+-thee 
I believe the said Wm. Dews enliifed for two years & Gop 
faithfully as soldier in‘the Arm», of the | ‘Revolutiop, G 
under my hand & seal this 14th day of August 1832. . 


! DanEY CALLAWAY. un 
! | . | 





\ 
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NAMES. 


Jacob Anderson 
James Arthur 


John Blankenship 


Daniel Bradle 
William Bradley 
Abraha 
Charles Colley 
Robert Devin 
William Dews 
William Dove 


Grifith Dickenson 


Robert Dallas 
William Dixon 


John Elliot 
Robert Furzguson 
James Fowlkes 


Joseph Flippin 
George Giles 
Jesse Gwinn 


William Gaulden 
Moses Hutchings 


John Harris 
Joseph Hubbard 
Lewis Haley 
James Hopkins 
Blisha Jones 
mas Jones 
William Jeffreys 
William Jones 


vocern Lain 
» Anthon 
ustain 


Av 
John Neal 
Henry Newton 


Zachariah Prewitt 


James Roach 
Matthew Seay 


Joseph Smith 
rie ly 
Jennings 


John West 


m Chancy 


P, Lifford 


hompson 


James M. Williams 


Worsham 
David Wray 
Peter Wall 


Essex 


Rank. 


Private 
Sergeant 
Private 


Private & 
corporal 
Private 


Private & 
sergeant 
Private 


o 
Sergeant 
pavate 


0 
do 


Pri. art’y 
Private 


0 
Corporal 
ser. 
Private 
0 
do 
_ do 
Pri. infan. 
and cav. 
Private 
Private & 
corporal 
Private 
Fifer 
Private 
Private & 
sergeant 
Private 
0 
do 
do 


Annual 
allow- 
ance. 





21 66 
48 33 
26 66 
66 66 
26 66 
32 55 
21 66 
80 00 
80 00 


73 00 
88 00 
80 00 


84 00 
80 00 
80 00 


Sums re- 
ceived 


64 98 
120 82 
44 09 
199 98 
79 98 
107 66 
64 98 
240 00 
240 00 


219 00 
264 00 
240 00 


252 00 
240 00 
240 00 


120 00 
58 32 
69 99 

382 20 

240 00 

300 00 
69 99 
58 32 
97 50 
90 @ 

300 00 

169 98 
60 00 


500 50 
76 26 
109 98 
99 56 
87 36 
73 32 


144 99 
60 00 


130 98 
40 00 
264 00 
39 00 


88 33 
134 64 
144 00 


90 00 


Description of ser- 
vice. 





Virginia militia 
Virginia contin’! 
Virginia militia 
Virginia contin’! 
D 
Virginia militia 


o 
Virginia contin’! 
do 

Virginia militia 
do 
Virginia contin’! 
do 

Virginia militia 
Virginia contin’! 
Virginia militia 
Virginia contin’! 
Virginia militia 
Virginia contin’! 
Virginia militia 
0 
do 
Virginia contin’! 
con 
Virninin militia 
Virginia militia 
do 
do 


Virginia contin’l 
Virginia militia 


1) 

arene contin 
) 

Va. State troops . 


N. Car. contin’! 
Virginia militia 


do 

+’ a * do 
Virginia contin’! 

do 

do 


When placed |Commencement |Ages| Laws under which inscribed, 
of pension. 


on the pen- 
sion roll. 


Mar, 2, 1833 
Apl. 12, 1833 

ar.14, 1833 
Ap’! 10, 1833 
Ap’! 22, 1893 

ar. 14, 1833 
Mar. 13, 1833 
Mar. 2, 1933 
“Mar. 14, 1833 


Apr’l 10,1833 
ay 20, 1833 
Mar. 21, 1833 


Oct. 12,1833’ 
Sept. 9, 1833 
Mar. 14, 1833. 


Apr’l 32, 1833 


0 
Ap’! 10, 1833 
Ap’! 28, 1833 
May 20,1833 
Mar. 5, 1833 
Mar. 22, 1833 


May 13, 1633, 
10, 1833 
S. 1084. 


Aug. 5, 1833 
Aug. 6, 1833 
Oct. 12, 1833 


Feb. 13, 1833 
ar. 23,1833 
Nov. 5, 1833 
Apr. 1, 1833 
ar. 14, 1833 
May 6, 1833 


Aug. 3, 1833 
June 20, 1833 


Sept. 9, 1933 
Mar.13, 1833 
Feb. 5, 1834 
Sep. 9, 1833 


Mar. 14, 1833 
0 
Ap’! 22, 1833 


Sep. 3, 1833 
Oct. 12, 3833 


Mar. 








increased, and reduced; and 
remarks. 


Died October 28. 1832 


Suspended. 


Dead. 


Died December 15, 1833. 


Dead. 


PPG tetera 


The Pension Roll of 1835, Vol. III, GENEALOGICAL PUBLISHING COMPANY, 1968 
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Bai 


Cai 
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THE HENDRICK CONNECTION 


SARAH (SALLY) HENDRICK DEWS (circa 1756-1833) was born in 


Amelia County, Virginia ca 1756. She was a daughter of Nathaniel and Priscilla 
Hendrick, and a grandaughter of Benjamin Hendrick, Sr., and Leah Hendrick 
of Amelia County, Virginia. 


BENJAMIN HENDRICK, JR. EZEKIEL HENDRICK 


MannzdLed 01/15/1787 


BernarpD HENDRICK Jane Hurt 


BENJAMIN HENDRICK, SR. 


c.A.L17 -1777] } | Mannied | 12/21/1786 
Jenny Morris Mary HENDRICK 
LEAH HENDRICK Mannied | 09/12/1781 
NATHANIEL HENDRICK Joun CRADDOCK 
, (17 +1797) 





SARAH (SALLY) HENDRICK 
c.A.11756-1833] 
WILLIAM Dews, Sr. 


The Hendrick family were early arrivals in North America. Because of 
religious prosecution they left England during the reign of James II (1685- 
1688), going to Holland from which they migrated to America. The Hendricks 
were Brabantine Cavaliers [Brabant, an old duchy in Belgium and partly in 
the Netherlands before the separation of the two countries]. They came to 
America from the vicinity of Antwerp in Belgium. Their coat of arms is a 
deer in a forest of trees; their crest a deer's head. The name signifies 
_ rich in hind of deer, or servants - from the Saxton word "hind." The name 
is variously written viz: HENDRICK, HENDRICKS, HENRiCK, HENRICH, HENDRIX, 
and HENRIX.‘'? 


HANCE HENDRICK patented a total of 2,173 acres in King amd Queen County, 
Virginia. In a patent of 400 acres in Amelia County, Virginia, dated June 6, 
1728 mention is made that Hance Hendrick was of King William County. ‘7? 


BENJAMIN HENDRICK, SR., the grandfather of SARAH HENDRICK DEWS, in his 
Will dated January 27, 1777 listed his four living children as beneficiaries. 
His wife Leah was to have full possession of his entire estate for her natural 


life. Son Bernard was to get Negro woman Hamner, along with his plantation 


(1) Jasper R. Hendrick, The Hendricks and Their Kin, Clarendon, Illinois, 
1962. 

(2) Ree Herring Hendrick, Lineage and Tradition of Herring and Other Families, 
Virginia State Library, Richmond, Virginia. 
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house and 300 acres of land. Daughter Sabrin was to get Negro man Joe and 
son Nathaniel was to have Negro woman Feign. Son JAMES HENDRICK, who pre- 
deceased his father, was remembered in a memorandum [codicil] attached to 
the Will in which it was directed that his share was to be divided equally 
between his children - no names were given. ‘") 


Land office records show that on February 1, 1781, NATHANIEL HENDRICK 
was granted ninety eight acres of land on the upper side of Buffalo Creek 
adjoining Collins, Freeman and another [illegibly named] person in Pittsyl- 
vania County, Virginia. ‘?? This was the general area of Pittsylvania County 
in which William Dews was living and very likely the two [Billy and Sally] 
met and romanced somewhere on the banks of the Buffalo. 


NATHANIEL HENDRICK, the father of Sarah Hendrick Dews, executed a Will 
dated January 25, 1783, which was proved in the circuit court of Pittsylvania 
County, Virginia on June 19, 1797!? obviously Nathaniel died sometime before 
the June date, but most likely he died in 1797. In his Will his wife Priscilla 
Hendrick was to retain a life estate in all property both real and personal. 
Daughter MARY CRADDOCK, after her mother's death, was to have Negro fellow 
Stephen and the plantation home where her father was living. Sometime 
after the death of her father Mary Hendrick Craddock apparently lost her 
husband because on April 15, 1805 she and her new husband, ROBERT BUMSSASS, 
sold her interest in the property to Samuel and Indith Pannill. Less than 
three months later, on July 4, 1805, the Pannill'’s resold the interest to 
William Dews. [See copy of deed in Appendix 9]. 


son Ezekiel Hendrick was to have Negro wench Phaney and Negro girl Rachel, 
also he was to have the upper part of the land from the MILL STONE BRANCH, up 
both sides of Buffalo Creek. Daughter SARAH DEWS was to have Negro girl 
Betty and an equal part of the land not given away. All three children were 
to share equally in his stock, [presumedly livestock]. 


Marriages between the DEWS and HENDRICK families did not stop with Sarah 
Hendrick and William Dews, Sr. The first wife of their son SAMUEL DEWS [who 


settled in Campbell County, Virginia] was LUCY HENDRICK(S) a daughter of 
PENDLETON HENDRICK. [refer to p 33,] 


(1) Will Book 2, p 24, Amelia County, Amelia Court House Virginia 23002 

(2) Virginia Land Records, Grant Book C , p 70, Virginia State Library, 
Richmond, Virginia. 

(3) Deed & Will Book, 11, p 193 (1765-1800) Pittsylvania County, Virginia. 
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WILLIAM DEws, JR. 
: (1809=1893) 


(1793-1856) 
THE PARENTS AND PARENTS=IN=LAW 


OF 
CAPTAIN SAMUEL STONE DEWS CSA 





49 


WILLIAM DEWS JR (1793-1856) was born in Pittsylvania County, 
Virginia. United States Census records show that William Dews, Jr. was fifty- 
seven years old at the time of the 1850 census was taken and this date was used 


to calculate the year of his birth. ‘") 


Because of the rudimentary level of communications, along with the very 
simple methods of transportation which existed at the time, generally the ac- 
tivities of people living in rural North America during the 18th and a large 
part of the 19th centuries were restricted to a small area of the world. To 
the less adventurous individual it would not be unusual to spend a lifetime 
within an area of a few hundred miles of their birthplace. Mobility of the 
individual was not only restricted by the limitations of transportation but 
where a livelihood was obtainable generally from the soil, remaining in a 
somewhat fixed location was essential for existence. These circumstances 
created a situation whereby marriages between the sons and daughters of the 
neighbors became a necessity unless the young man or woman elected a lifetime 
of celibacy. Therefore, it was not unusual that William Dews, Jr., married 
Nancy Stone and his brother Ezekiel Dews married her sister Martha M. Stone, 
and that Nancy Dews married Charles Martin and her sister Flizabeth married 


his brother James Martin. 


William Dews, Jr., was twenty-six years old when he married his first wife, 
NANCY STONE, on December 6, 1819. Although they had only one son [SAMUEL STONE 
DEWS ] they were the parents of four daughters, all of whom were given first 
names which begin with the letter M - MARY A.; MARTHA J.; MISSOURI A.; and 
MARIA E, Following the death of his first wife William Dews, Jr. married MARY 
P. CLEMENT on May 1, 1848. 


Recorded deeds show that William Dews, Jr., along with his father and 
brothers, owned several hundred acres of land in the area of Buffalo and 


Straightstone Creeks in Pittsylvania, Halifax and Campbell Counties in 

Virginia. According to his will and the appraisal of his estate\”) William 
Dews, Jr. was relatively well-to-do considering that period in history when 
farm land was selling for around two dollars per acres?) His seventeen Negro 


slaves were listed by the estate appraisers to have a value of $12-05000s""" 


(1) Seventh Census of the United States [see page 11]. Bureau of Vital Records 
Commonweaith of Virginia in a ltr dated 8/17/79 stated that birth, death 


and marriage records were not available for dates earlier than 1853. 
(2) Will Book 25, pp 12-15, Public Records of Halifax County, Virginia. 


(3) Deed Book 26, p 162, Public Records of Pittsylvania County, eae 
(4) Will Book 25, Public Records of Halifax County, Va., March 26, 1856. 
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The last Will and Testament of William Dews, Jr. (see Appendix 2, pp 
1-3) which is recorded in Will Book No. 25, p 8, of the Public Records of 
Halifax County, Virginia, reads as follows: 


"In the name of God Amen. I, William Dews of Halifax 
County, Vinginia, being of sound mind & disposing memory 
do make this to be my Last wih & testament as follows 
(that i+ to say). 


1At. I desine my body be burted at the dinection of 

my Executor, herein after named, & I dinect that all my 
f{ust debts be paid out of my estate as soon after my 
decease ads may be convenient. 


2nd. I desine that my dear wife, Mary P. Dews, in 
testimony of my sincere regard and affection for her to 
have one-thind of my neal & personal estate after the 
payment of my just debts during her Life to have and to 
hold as her property, and after her death to be returned 
to my children on thein heins after the aforesaid one- 
thind 44 proportioned to my wife, Mary P. Dews. She 44 
to take one Negro man, said Negro she is to make choice 
of herseks, to have and to hold to her own use & dispose 
of dn any way she thinks proper. Also, one-hundred dol- 
Lars before her thinds ane taken from my estate, to be 
paid to her by my executor henrnein after named. Said 
hundred dokkLans she is to have and hold as her property 
fonever & dispose of ads she thinks. Also, I give her 
two Negro boys named Robert & Green, the said two Negro 
boys, Robert & Green, being the property given into my 
wife by her father Stephen C. ChLement of Pittsylvania 
County, after our marriage. Said Negroes I give to her 
a5 her property to have and to hold forever. 


3nd. I desine after the deduction of one-third of my 
2sAtate as named in No. 2, above, that three-hundred dol- 
hans be nesenved for the education of my daughter, Maria 
Dews, then two-thousand three-hundred dollars from my 
nensonak estate to be paid to my said daughter, Maria 
Dews, to make her equal with my daughters Martha Hardwick 
& Many A. Cokhins & my son Samuel S. Dews (which amount 
to $2300). I have given to my three children, namely 
after their marriage, Mary A. Collins, Martha Hardwick 

& Samuel S. Dews. Also, one horse to my said daughter, 
Mania Dews, valued at $100 to make her equal with the 
aforesaid married children, Mary A. Colkhins, Martha 
Handwick & Samuel S. Dews. Then after she receives the 
above named amounts named in this item No. 3, which she 
4A to necetve when she becomes twenty-one years old which 
44 to be managed by a Guardian until that time as the Law 
dinects, then she comes in for an equal share with my 
other children, Mary A. Cokhins, Martha Hardwick, Missourr 
Dews, & Samuek S. Dews in my neal & personal estate. 


a1: 


4th. I give to my daughter, Missourt Dews, I give two- 
thousand & three-hundred dollars to make her equal with 

my 3 mannied children named in [Item 3nd]. Also, one 
horse valued at $100 to be managed as the Law may dinect 
until she is twenty-one years old. After neceiving the 
above amts. named in this item [the 4th] the said Missourd 
Dews my daughter comes in for an equal shane of my estate 
with my other children, namely [Maria Dews, Mary A. Collins 
Martha Handwich, & Samuel S. Dews]. 


5th. I have given my son Samuel S. Dews, since his mar- 
riage, two-thousand, three-hundred dollars in personal 
property since his marriage, also one horse valued at 
$100, and a tract of Land my said son, Samuel S. Dews, 
now Lives on that I purchased from my Bro. Samuel Dews 
of Campbell County. Said tract of Land without improve- 
ments I vakue at $1100, the improvements I value at $400 
on Said tract of Land making in alk Land & improvements 
thereon $1500. The personal estate, the horse, the Land 
and improvements named in this item [No. 5] my son 
Samuel S. Dews, is to have & hold as his property for- 
ever. Then after deducting named articles in this item 
[No. 5] he, the said Samuel S. Dews, comes in for an 
equak share with my other children, namely, Maria Dews 
Missournt Dews, Martha Hardwick, & Mary A. Collins, in 

my personal & neal estate. 


6th. I have given my daughter Martha Handwick two- 
thousand three-hundred dollars in personal estate since 
her marriage, & one horse valued at $75 to have and to 
hold as her property forever which is to be deducted 
from my personal estate. I now give the $25 to make 
the horse worth as much as the aforesaid children was 
then after the deduction of the above named property 

in this item [No. 6] {20m my present estate; my dau- 
ghter, Martha Hardwick, comes in for an equal shane with 
my other children, namely, Maria Dews, Missourd Dews, 
Samuek S. Dews, & Mary A. Collins, in my personal & neal 
estate. 


7th. I have given to my daughter, Mary A. Colkins, since 
her marriage, two-thousand, three-hundred dollans in 
personal estate, & one horse vakued at $100, which amt 

I give to her to have and to hold as her property , there 
after the deduction of the above named property in this 
dtem [No. 7] §xom my present estate; the said Mary A. 
Cotlins, my daughter, comes in for an equal shane of my 
estate with my other children, namely, [Maria Dews, 
MiAsourt Dews, Martha Hardwick, & Samuel S. Dews]. 


8th. I do hereby nominate and appoint my son, Samuel 
S. Dews, to be my executor of this my Last will & 
testament, and I do hereby xevoke and make void all 
formen wikk on wills by me at any time on times henre- 
fofore made , & I do deckane these presents to be & 
contain my Last wikk & testament. 
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In witness whereok I said testator, William Dews, have 
to this my said Last wih & testament written upon one 
sheet of paper set my hand, to this one and Last sheet 
thereof set my hand & seal this 3nd day of March 1856. 


his Seal 
William X Dews 
mark 


Signed, sealed, published and declared by the testator, 
Wm Dews, to be his Last wih and testament, in the pres- 
ence of us who in his presence at his request and in the 
presence of each other, have hereunto subscribed our 
names a& witnesses 


WiATNCAALS 


/s/ John H. Estes 
/s/ ALbernt R. Waller 


At a Court held for Halifax County on the 24th March 1856, 
the within wilk & testament of Wm. Dews, Dec'd was pres- 
ented in court & proved by oaths of two witnesses thereto 
subsoribed & onder to be recorded, and Samuel Dews the 
Executor therein named came into court and refused to 
take upon Himsekl{ the burden of the executor thereog - 
and on motion of John A. McCraw who made oath thereto 
according to Law and John Milner, Robert Jennings & P. 

B. Syanon, his Secy. & entered into & acknowledged a 
bond in the penalty of $40,000.00, conditioned according 
to Law, certificate is granted to him for obtaining Let- 
ters of adm of the estate of Wm. Dews, Dec'd, with his 
wikkh annexed due form. 


The Secy having verified their sufficiency on oath. 


Teste 


Wm S. Holt 
CLerk" 
Although the last will and testament of William Dews, Jr., is signed 
with an "X", other documents on file with the public records of Pittsylvania 
and Halifax Counties of Virginia contain his signature. Since William Dews, Jr. 
died only a few days after making this will, speculation is that he was phy- 


sically incapable of writing his name to the document. 


At the time of his death, seventeen Negroes were included in the 
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chattel property of William Dews, Jr. Although no justification for the 
institution of slavery can be upheld, the number owned by William Dews, Jr. 
is small when compared with the holdings of several free Afro-Americans who 
owned hundreds of slaves. ''? According to the Inventory and Appraisal, filed 
by court appointed appraisers, the value placed on these slaves varied from 
a low of $150 to a high of $1,100. Part of the report submitted by the 


appraisers is shown below. ‘7? 

Negro man JOE $1,100 
do LEWIS 400 

do HARRY 800 

do ISAC 1,100 

do NED 1,100 

do HENRY 1,000 

do GEORGE 1,100 
Negro boy LEMON 900 
do HILLERY 900 

do NELSON 850 

do BILL 750 

do RIAL 550 

do GREEN 350 

do THOMAS 400 

do BOB 400 
Negro woman DEPHENY 200 
do RHODA 150 
$12,050 


According to the second item of his will he gave his wife, Mary, her 

choice of one Negro man, in addition to the two Negro boys named Green and 
Robert [listed as BOB in the inventory and appraisal report]. These two 

Negro boys had been given to her by her father, Captain Stephen C. Clement. 

It is not known which Negro man Mary selected from the seven men named in 

the above list. At the estate sale many, if not all, of them were purchased 
by members of the immediate family and relatives of the deceased owner. 
Negro woman DEPHENY was bought by J. B. Hardwick, the son-in-law who married 
daughter Martha J. Dews, for $75. RHODA went to son Samuel S. Dews for $30. 
In the spring of 1857, Rhoda, along with several other Negroes, was brought to 
Fayette County, Virginia [now West Virginia] by her new owner, Samuel S. Dews. 
Rhoda now rests in a grave, now marked by a new headstone,'3) in the Dews-Moore 


Cemetery located at the old home place on Saturday Road near Victor, West Va. 


(1) Michael P. Johnson and James L. Roark, Black Masters, W. W. Norton & 
Company, 500 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10110 

(2) Will Book No. 25, pp 12-15 Public Records of Halifax County, Virginia. 
[The Inventory and Appraisal is dated March 26, 1856]. 

(3) Ibid., P 70. 
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NANCY STONE DEWs (ca 1800-1846) the first wife of William 
Dews, Jr., and the mother of his five children, was a daughter of Joshua 
stone, Jr. and Prudence Mottley Stone. Her parents were married in Pittsyl- 
vania County, Virginia, on December 15, 1795. The Stones were a prominent 
and well known family in Pittsylvania County and there are many descendants 
still living in that area of Virginia. Her paternal grandfather. JOSHUA STONE 
SR. was a surveyor. He was a Justice of the Peace in 1783, and in 1796-97 he 
was Sheriff of Pittsylvania County, Virginia. At about forty-six years of 
age, Nancy was a relatively young woman when she died, leaving three minor 
children for husband William to raise. William made an effort to solve this 


problem by obtaining a second wife. 


MARY P DEWS (ca 1805-1878) the second wife of William Dews, 
Jr., was a daughter ot Captain Stephen C. Clement of Halifax County, Virginia. 
In her book, THE HISTORY OF PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY, VIRGINIAS') Maud Carter 
Clement states on page 139: 


"Isaac Clement, the son of Captain Benjamin Clement 
and his wife Susanna Hill, was born in 1733. He 
married Anne Denham of Wales and had issue three 
sons, Hugh, Stephen and Isaac, Jr. About 1798 he 
moved to Pendelton District, S. C. and was ac- 
companied by two of his sons; Stephen who had 
married Susanna Palmer of Halifax County remained 
in the county and inherited his fathers estate 


“Cherry Grove" near Straightstone. Stephen Clement's 
will, proved in 1856, named among other children, 


daughter Anne Denham Clement, wife of Rawley Thomp- 
son." 
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Presumption is strong that the middle initial "P'' in Mary's name was for 
PALMER her mother's maiden name. Mary was about forty-three years of age 
and had never been married when she became the bride of recently widowered 
William Dews, Jr., on May 1, 1848. Since William died in March, 1856, the 
duration of this second marriage was a little less than eight years. 


At the time of the marriage Mary P. became the step-mother of his five 
children by Nancy Stone. The two older daughters [Mary Dews Collins and 
Martha Dews Hardwick] were married and, of course, not living at home. 


(1) Originally published: Lynchburg, Virginia, 1929. Reprinted: Regional 
Publishing Company, Baltimore, 1973, 1976, 1981. 

(2) Deed Book 65 pp 257-58, Public Records, Halifax County, Virginia [see 
APPENDIX 12]. 
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The three younger children, son Samuel [13], daughters Missouri [9] and Maria 
{7] were now under the supervision of an "old Maid" step-mother. Since no 
member of the Dews family was recognized in her will, the relationship between 
children and step-mother may have been less than completely harmonious. Her 
complete will is reproduced below: 


"Knowing alk {Lesh must die, I, Mary P. Dews 
of Pittsylvania County, State of Virginia, 
after my just debts ane paid, I give and be- 
queath alk my property and bonds, interest 
and chLaims in alk estates to my three sisters, 
Susan L. Clement, Rachel B. CLement, and Martha 
J. CLement. My niece and nephew, Emma E. And- 
erson and Biblie H. Anderson ane to come to 
equak distribution in what money I Leave my 
Bistens, Susan L. CLement, Rachel B. CLement 
& Mantha J. CLement. I give my niece Emma E. 
Anderson, one bed and stand, one pair of pil- 
Lows, two pair of sheets, one white counter- 
fnrain, one yarn counterfrain, one flannel 
blanket, and alk the contents of my bureau. 
My buxzeau I give to my sister Martha during 
hen Life, at her death, Emma Anderson 44 to 
have it. ALL my silver plate I give to Emma 
E. Anderson, and heins of her body. If none 
at her death it is to be neturned to her bro- 
thers and sister. I give my traveling trunk 
to my 4ister Martha. I give my box of china 
to Nannie E., & Mollie R. Pritchett. It is 
my wikk my Legaters give my nephew, Stephen 
T. Anderson, something, the amount I Leave 
with them. I any of my 444ters that I have 
named on Emma E. Anderson die before I do 
their portion fakls to Legatees that survive 
me on before my estate i4 wound up. If Billy 
H. Anderson makes a wikkhis portion can stand, 
Af not, his portion falls to my estate. I 
claim 44 BLelie H. Anderson dies before my 
estate is settled up Leaving no will, my 
Liquidator who survives him fall heir to it." 


/5/ Many P. Dews 


Test: John T. Glass 
John E. Edwards 


Although the date of her death is not shown, her undated will was entered 
1 
into probate in Pittsylvania County, Virginia on July 15, 1878: after Mary 
P. Dews died, Maria [who was then living in West Virginia] returned to Halifax 


(1) Public Records of Pittsylvania County, Chatham, Virginia. 
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County and she and her sister Missouri Tysor [who was then living in North 
Carolina] sold the real estate remaining in the estate of William Dews, Jr. 


(See copies of deeds under Appendix 12). 


COLONEL WILLIAM DOUGLAS MOORE (1809-1893) the father- 
in-law of Samuel Stone Dews, was born in Virginia in 18095") Before the middle 
of the 19th century Colonel Moore had made several trips to Fayette County 
Virginia, [now West Virginia] to visit and consult with his close friend, 
Colonel William Tyree, who operated the TYREE TAVERN, also known as the Half 
Way House because it was located half-way between Lewisburg and Charleston 
on the James River and Kanawha Turnpike in what was then New Haven, Virginia, 
[now Ansted, West Virginia]. In 1830 the town of New Haven, Virginia, was 
incorporated by the General Assembly of Virginia and the next year when the 
county of Fayette was created it became the first county seat‘) 


Real estate transactions on file with the Public Records of Fayette 
County show that William D. Moore purchased 861 acres of land located in 
Mountain Cove District during the year 1856.'°) The first parcel, consisting 
of 3/1 acres, was purchased from his friend William and Sarah C. Tyree on 
July 28, 1856, for $1,400. On August 2, 1856, he purchased 160 acres from 
Peleg S. and Mary J. Cottrell for $1,280. Then two parcels were purchased 
from Henry 0. Middleton. One containing 100 acres was obtained on August 16, 
1856 for $400, and the second parcel containing 230 acres was purchased on 
November 15, 1856 for $700. 


During 1857, Colonel Moore sold 394 acres of this recently purchased 
land on Osborne Creek to his son-in-law, Samuel S. Dews. One transaction which 
involved 310 acres was made on March 13, 1857, and the sale of the second 
parcel, containing 84 acres, took place on July 1, 1857. This reduced Colonel 
Moore's holdings to 467 acres, but when consideration is given to the 534 
acres which his daughter and son-in-law now owned, gave the family a holding 
of over 1,000 acres of land in the Osborne Creek-Saturday Road area of Mount- 
ain Cove [now New Haven] District of Fayette County. Colonel Moore built a 


(1) A bit of information titled Dews Family History which was prepared by an un- 
known person, but likely a relative, indicated that William D. Moore was born 
in Aberdeen, Scotland, in 1812. This is adverse to entries found in public 
records which were based upon information furnished by Colonel Moore himself. 
Both 1850 and 1880 Census records indicate year of birth to be 1809. 

(2) Peters and Carden, History of Fayette County, West Virginia, p483. 

(3) Deed Book D, Public Records of Fayette County, WV pp 728, 740-41. 


a rather large home which was shared with the family of his daughter [and 
only child] MARY ANN FRANCIS DEWS. The 1880 census of Fayette County, West 
Virginia, lists W. D. Moore as head of the household which included the family 


of his daughter Mary and his son-in-law Samuel S. Dews along with Samuel's 
sister Maria(h) Dews: 


Rela- 
Color tion- Birthplace 

Name & Sex Age ship Occupation Subj Father Mother 

MO48 Moore, W. D. WM 71 Farmer VA VA VA 

Jemima WF 67 Wife Keeping house VA VA VA 

Dews, Samuel (m) WM 44 Sil Farmer VA VA VA 
Dews, Mary (m) WE 44 Wife Keeping house VA VA VA 
Dews, Willie WM 22 Son Farm laborer WV VA VA 
Dews, Nannie WE 19 Dau School teacher WV VA VA 
Dews, Laura WF 15 Dau At home WV VA VA 
Dews, Breckenridge WM 12 Son WV VA VA 
Dews, Robert WM 11 Son WV VA VA 
Dews, Mary WF 8 Dau WV VA VA 
Dews, Joe WM 5 Son WV VA VA 
Dews, Mariah (s) WE 38 Sister School teacher VA VA VA 

(m) = married 

(s) = single 


"Regarding place of birth, the separation of West Virginia from Virginia 
In 1863 presented a problem to the various enumerators that is handled in several 
different ways. Some enumerators record all persons that were born in the area 
prior to 1863 as having been born in Virginia; those born after that date as 
having been born in West Virginia. Other enumerators consider the area as the 
deciding factor - if a person was born in the area encompassed by the boundaries 
of West Virginia, even prior to 1863, they record the birthplace as West Virginia.” 


The military title of "Colonel" held by Colonel William D. Moore and his 
friend Colonel William Tyree were honorary or a mere title of respect. At 
the beginning of the War between the States, Colonel Tyree organized a Company 
of Volunteer Infantrymen for service in the Confederate Army and he became 
its Captain. Under the Militia Act of 1792 the various States directed 
their own militia. Prominent citizens in a community or an area would 
organize a militia unit and the organizer was usually elected by their men 


to leadership positions in the unit, thus obtaining various military titles. 


William D. Moore was an industrious individual who operated a model 


general farm complete with plant greenhouses and pure bred livestock. -Ne- 


With the help of a contingent of Negro slaves he brought with him from 
Halifax County! ' he not only managed a successful farm but operated a 


small sawmill, using logs [for the most part] from his own land. 


(1) National Archives Microfilm Copy No. M432, Roll No. 987, The Slave 
Schedule of Halifax County, Virginia for 1850, and Copy No. 563 


Roll No. 1390, The Slave Population Schedule of Fayette County, 
Virainia compiled with the Federal Census for the vear 1860. 
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unavailable for employment unless the job was in a supervisory capacity. 
Colonel Moore was a well respected citizen and a notable leader in_ the 
community. He is buried with his wife Jemima in the Dews Cemetery located 
on the farm which he bought and developed on the Saturday Road near what 
is now Victor, West Virginia. 
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JEMIMA HARRIET CApgRr MOORE (ca 1812-1882) was the wife 
or Col. William D. Moore and the daughter of ies and AGNES LIGHT CARR. She 
was born in Halifax County, Virginia, in 1812. Census records which were taken 
in different decades shows her age in full years only, on the date the enumer- 
ators made their canvass. Computing the year of her birth from census records 


would place it in the same year as the court records. 


hagaes (2) 
Jemima Carr was married to William D. Moore on September 11, 1832. Her 


mother, Agnes Carr, signed the consent documents for the marriage which would 
indicate that Jemima had not yet reached the age of majority, however she was 
about twenty years of age at the time. Jemima's parents, James Carr and Agnes 
Light, were married on December 12, 1805. Consent for the marriage of Agnes 
Light was signed by her father, John Light. ‘>? 


Jemima was a middle age woman when she accompanied her husband to Fayette 
County, Virginia [now West Virginia] in 1856. She lived in the rambling, ranch 
style, farm house on Saturday Road for twenty-six years before she died on 
December 5, 1882. The cause of death is recorded in the Public Records of 
Fayette County, West Virginia, as paralysis. She is buried in the family 


cemetery which is located near the home where she spent over one third of her 
lifetime. 


(1) Births & Deaths 1881-1893, pp 308-09, Public Records of Fayette County, 
Fayetteville, West Virginia. 

(2) Marriage Book No. 1, p 141, Public Records of Halifax County, Halifax. 
Virginia. 

(3) Ibid, p 60. 
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CHAPTER 4 


GENERATION SIX 


THE CHILDREN OF wILLIAM DEWS JR 





MARY A pDEWS COLLINS (ca 1822- ) was the oldest of five 
children of William Dews, Jr. and Nancy Stone Dews. ‘')She married Theodore 
Collins and was the mother of at least three children. The first names of 
her children were NANNIE, THEE and SIS. One of these children, Nannie Are- 
bella Collins‘? married John Anderson Green, and they are the parents of 
LELIA PEYTON GREEN who married Robert S. Dews. ‘These circumstances would 
suggest that Mary A. Dews was several years older than her brother Samuel 
Stone Dews who was Robert's father. Upon the marriage of Robert S. Dews 
and Lelia Green, Samuel Stone Dews who was Lelia's great-uncle also became 
her father-in-law. Mary Dews Collins and her family spent most of their life- 
time in the vicinity of South Boston in Halifax County, Virginia. To avoid 
restrictions placed upon the citizens of Virginia during the reconstruction 
period, many of the descendants of Theodore and Mary Collins migrated to the 
southwestern part of the United States. Mary Dews Collins and her husband 
are buried in the cemetery of the Catawha Baptist Church which is located in 
the northwest section of Halifax. County between the towns of Nathlie and 
Volens. 





+1) Laura’ Dews Horne, her letter dated February 22, 1981 
(2) See copy ot letter dated June 25, 1913, which was written to her my her 


aunt Maria Dews who was then living in West Virginia. The letter is 
reproduced on page 66, ibid. 
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MARTHA J DEWS HARDWICK (ca 1830-1913) was the second 
of the five children born to William Jr. and Nancy Stone Dews. Martha was 
about nineteen years of age at the time of her first marriage on May 7, 1849 
to Dr. Williamson P. Holland.‘ '? 
and she married her second husband, JOHN B. HARDWICK, in a ceremony performed 
by the Rev. James V. Mason on November 6, 1855. Both Martha and John were 


listed in the court records as being twenty-five years of age; his occupation 


Dr. Holland died a few years after the marriage 


was reported to be a minister, and his parents were shown in the files to be 
SAM P. and LUCY HARDWICK.‘?) 


Martha and John B. Hardwick were still living in Virginia when her father 
died in March of 1856. Where they were living during the War Between the States 
is not known but ultimately they migrated to Texas. On their way to Texas 
they apparently spent some time in Kanawha County, West Virginia. On January 
1, 18/3 Martha J. Hardwick deeded 150 acres of land along with her rights to 
one-fifth of her father's estate, to JAMES E. MIDDLETON, in trust, for the 
benefit of Mr. A. P. Sinnet, and others, who were endorsers for J. B. Hardwick‘ >? 
A reasonable speculation would be that the Hendricks and Sinnets were very 
close friends because their only son was named Sinnit [Sinnet is spelled dif- 
ferently which is not an unusual circumstance]. Another observation is that 
an evolution appears to be taking place in the spelling of Hardwick. Mrs. 

Curry - see Appendix 14 - spells Hardwick(e) by adding the letter "e'' at the 
end. This is also found in the coat of arms. 


In addition to son Sinnit, Martha had two daughters, Sallie and Anna. 
Sinnit Hardwick became an attorney and for many years was a member of the law 
firm of GEORGE, HANCOCK AND HARDWICK in Dallas, Texas. Daughter Anna, who was 
small in statue, became one of the great ladies of Texas. She married a man 
by the name of Pennybacker and lived in Austin. She is the author of PENNY- 
BACKERS TEXAS HISTORY which for many years was used as a text book in the 
public schools of that state. ‘4) 


ee 
(1) Marriage Book No. 1, p 188, Public Records of Halifax County, Virginia 

(2) Marriage Book No. 3, p 3, Public Records of Halifax County, Virginia 

(3) Grantor Book, Record of Deeds, Halifax County, Virginia (see Appendix 13) 
(4) Jennie George Curry, her letter dated August 28, 1982 (see Appendix 14) 
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It is not known who daughter Sallie Hardwick married, but she was living 
in Dallas, Texas when her mother [at the age of about 83] died on June 1, 1913. 
MARTHA DEWS HARDWICK was buried on June 3, 1913 in the cemetery lot of her 
daughter, Anna Pennybacker, in Austin, Texas 1) 


MISSOURI A, DEWS TYSOR (ca 1839-19 ) was the fourth 
of the five children of William, Jr. and Nancy Stone Dews. [Their third child 
was son Samuel who will be recognized later in this chapter]. Missouri was 
eleven years old when the 1850 census of the United States was taken. At 
the age of fourteen she was a student at Hollins College which is located 
near Roanoke, Virginia. She attended Hollins from 1853 to 1855, ‘7? Her 
father's will shows that she and her sister Maria were both minors when he 
died in March of 1856.‘°? 


The census of the Northern District of Halifax County, Virginia, dated 
August 9, 1860 indicates that Missouri Dews was [at that time] the head of 
a household. She was listed in the census records as being twenty-one years 


of age and owning real estate having a value of $1,500 and personal property 
with a value of $200. 


Missouri Dews married JORDAN TYSOR, JR., of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, but there is no record of their having any children. In his will 
dated June 18, 1887, Jordan Tysor, Sr. gave her [not his son Jordan, Je] 
his residence and other parcels of real estate for a total of 190 acres, 
all of which was located in Chatham County, North Carolina. ‘*? 


When her sister Maria E. Dews returned to Halifax County, Virginia in 
the fall of 1881 to close her father's estate, Missouri was still living in 
North Carolina [see Appendix 12, page 2]. Moreover, she was apparently still 
living there as late as 1909 when a survey was made of the land which was 
once owned by her late father-in-law. ‘”? 





(1) Maria E. Dews, letter to her niece Nannie Collins, dated June 25, 1913. 
) [ibid p 66]. 
(2) Letter dated 7 July 1987, Archivist, Hollins College, Virginia 24020 
(3) Item 4, Last Will & Testament of William Dews, Jr. dated March 3, 1856. 
(4) Book of Wills, Chatham County, North Carolina, p581-85. 
(5) Record of Deeds, Chatham County, [Pittsboro] North Carolina, p 247, 
August 23, 1909. 
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MARIA £. DEWS (1841-1913) the | 
youngest of the five children of William Dews, Jr. and 
Nancy Stone Dews, was born in Halifax County, Virginia 
on September 19, 1841. Maria completed her elementary 
education in the public schools of Halifax County and 
in the fall of 1855, when she was only fourteen years 
old, she entered Hollins Institute, now Hollins Col- 
lege, Hollins College, Virginia. The town which 


bears the same name as the college is locate a few 


ca 
& 


| ais = . & ' 





miles northwest of Roanoke. This womans college was 
founded in 1842 and the 1986 enrollment was 965 stu- oii o> 
dents!") Maria attended Hollins from the fall of 1855 ‘_“@r2@ E+ Dews [ca 1885] 
through the spring of 1857, and again from the fall of 1860 through the second 

quarter of 1862. She was in college when her father died in March of 1836, and 


in his will he made provisions for the continuation of her education. 


e 
* 





Maria does not have an academic record at Hollins for the year 1858-59. 
When she was seventeen years old she withdrew from college and taught in the 
public schools for two years before she returned to Hollins in the fall of 
1860. The United States Census for 1860 records Maria E. Dews as being 18 years 
of age and living in the household of Rev. John B. Hendricks in Pittsylvania 
County. [Speculation: she could have been boarding with the Hendricks 
family while teaching school nearby]. 


Throughout her college career her academic grades ranged from good to 
excellent. However, the last two quarters [1861-1862 term] that she attended 
Hollins her grades in deportment declined from a 5 to a 3.5 in the first quarter 
and to a 2 the last quarter. At this time Maria had reached the age of about 
twenty-one or twenty-two and she was no longer a docile child. Maria Dews was 
a self reliant, strong willed, and determined individual She was an inde- 
pendent thinker who did not hesitate to express freely/thoughts and opinions. 
Although her academic grades continued to range from 3.5 to 4./, very likely 
her assertiveness was not look upon with a great deal of approval by her 
professors who expressed their displeasure by giving her poor marks in de- 
portment. The school catalogue makes no mention of any degrees or diplomas 
as being awarded Maria Dews. °?? 

(1) The World Almanac, 1987 edition, p 188 
(2) Ibid p 13 


(3) Letter from the Registrar, Hollins College, Hollins College, Virginia 24020 
dated April 29, 1981. 


64 


Hollins College Hollins College, Virginia 24020 
Fishburn Library 17 May 1982 
Archives 


Mr. Eli M. Dews 
2925 Clemwood Drive 
Orlando, Florida 32803 


Dear Mr. Dews: 


Today by chance I ran across your great-great aunt's name in a student 

register, which, until last week, I had not known existed. Remembering 
your letter of 7 April 1981, I take this opportunity to answer your question: 
who was Maria E. Dews's guardian after her father's death in March 1856? 


Maria attended Hollins from 1855 to 1858 and again from 1860 to 1862. In 
September 1856 her guardian was Samuel Dews of Greenhill, Campbell County, 
Virginia. Her name is not in the register again until 1860, when Colonel 
John A. McCraw of Catawba, Halifax County, Virginia appears as guardian. 
The next year McCraw is again listed. 


With hopes that this information does not come too late for your Dews Family 
History, I am, 


Sincerely yours, 


es A bh ptr ——_— 
ny 0 Bens 
Anthony B. Thompson 
Archivist 
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When Maria Dews was about thirty years old and had taught school in her 
native State of Virginia for about ten years, she moved to the newly formed 
state of West Virginia where she joined her brother Captain Samuel S. Dews 
and his family. The move was prompted by the intolerable restrictions and 
low quality of life which is normal when people are living under the heel of 
an occupying army. 


In 1871 Maria taught her first school in West Virginia at Mountain Cove 
in Fayette County. About thirty-two years later, it was reported that her 
niece Nannie Dews and her nephew Brack Dews had a dispute over Nannie accept- 
ing a job as teacher of this same school. Marie E. Dews is listed in the 
HISTORY OF FAYETTE COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA as being one of the prominent teach- 
ers of that county in the late 1800's 41) 
Fayette County, West Virginia for forty-three years which, along with the ten 


She continued her teaching career in 


years she taught in Virginia, measures up to the astonishing figure that nearly 
90% of her lifetime was spent in the classroom as a student or as a teacher. 


Other than to the classroom she was never married. 


Horace Greeley said it: "Only one thing endures, and that is Character." 
Following strictly the elements upon which morality is made is what character 
is all about. There can be no doubt that superior moral qualities were fully 
developed in Maria Dews, and her influence contributed to the development of these 

samé moral traits in her students. It is said that she indoctrinated them with 
the premise that life is not a rehearsal or a practice run. This is it. This 
is the only time around. Her reputation as an exacting taskmaster who main- 
tained rigid discipline in her classroom which created a love and respect for 
her among three generations of school students in Mountain Cove District and 
other areas of Fayette County, West Virginia. Her students as well as the 
general public affectionately referred to her as “Aunt Maria." In the spring 
of 1913 she completed the last school that she was to teach. According to the 
public records of Fayette County, West Virginia she died on Friday, August 22, 
1913. The certificate is signed by Dr. John B. Woodville who indicated that 
the cause of death was Brights disease. Marie E. Dews is buried in the Dews 
Cemetery which is located on the Saturday Road a few miles east of the town 
of Victor, West Virginia 


(1) Peters and Carden, History of Fayette County, West Virginia, p 516-17 
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Less than two months before she died Aunt Maria Dews wrote the follow- 
ing letter to her niece, NANNIE COLLINS GREEN, in Virginia.‘!? 


"Mt. Cove, W. Va. 
June 25, 1913 


Dear Nannde: 


Youn Aunt Mantha’? died June first at her dau- 
ghter Sallie's in Dallas and was buried in Anna's 
Lot in Austin, Tuesday afternoon at five o'clock. 


Anna was in R.I. and not able to get home to 
the burtak. 1 wish you could have read Sallie's 
Letter to Anna giving a description of every thing 
from the time she was taken sick to her burial. In 
imagination you could see every thing. She was 
taken sick Faiday night and died early Sunday moan- 
ing just before sunrise. It was unexpected and 
they ane taking it hand. Anna wrote it was a sad 
home coming to her. She and Sallie have wattten 
me such sympathizing Letters and express their 
wiklingness to take cane of me more than if ther 
mother was Living. 


Your Uncle Sam and I ane alk that ane Left of 
oun family and we wikk not be here many more years 
for we have Live out our number of days. 


I came home Faiday from Da. Kisslern's Hospital 
in Huntington where I had been for five weeks. I 
am better but not well and doubt my ever being well 
again though I may Linger for several years. 


We ane Looking for May and her mother the first 
of JuLy to make us a visit. Your Uncke Sam and 
Aunt Mollie ane feeble but able to do their turns 
about the house, which I can not do - I do not 
even make up my bed 40 you see how weak I am. 


14 Jennie Walker Living? I wrote her from 
Huntington as Sallie asked me to do; and I would 
have written you from there but could not remember 
the number of your R.F.D. I addressed Jennie's 
Letter to Brookneal.'3) 


Remember me kindLy to Bob and each member of 
his family. Not one word have I had from any of 
his family since they Left W. Va. 


(1) The original copy of this letter is in the possession of Ruth Dews Hawkes, 
of Wilsons, VA. [near the boarder between Dinwiddie and Nottoway Counties]. 

(2) The Aunt Martha referred to in the letter is MARTHA J. DEWS HARDWICK. 

(3) Brookneal is a town in Campbell County, VA [on US Route 501] about 25 
Miles southeast of Lynchburg, VA. 
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TekL me how Sis and her family ane getting 
on. Love and best wishes to them. 


I shall not attempt to teach this winter 
as I am too feeble to get to the school house 
much £e44 do any work after I get there. 


With Love and best wishes for yourself 
and each member of your family. 


Your Loving aunt, 


Marta E. Dews" 


some comments concerning the letter from Maria Dews to her niece Nannie. 


(1) The addressee is NANNIE AREBELLA COLLINS GREEN, a daughter of Maria's 
Sister MARY A. DEWS COLLINS. Nannie Collins Green is the grandmother of Ruth 
Dews Hawkes who has the original letter. 


(2) Uncle Sam [mentioned in paragraph 3] is SAMUEL STONE DEWS. Since 
Maria and her brother Sam are the only remaining members of the family; their 
sisters Mary and Missouri obviously predeceased sister Martha, the principal 
subject of the letter. 


(3) Bob, referred to in paragraph 7, is believed to be her nephew ROBERT 
S. DEWS [son of her brother Samuel] who moved from West Virginia to Virginia 
on several occasions. 


(4) Sis, mentioned in paragraph 8, is believed to be another niece, and 
a sister to Nannie, the addressee. 


The obituary of MARIA E. DEWS [shown on the next page] which appeared 
in a Fayette County, West Virginia, newspaper on August 28, 1913, was obtained 
from Mrs. Randolph Miller of Ansted, West Virginia. The date of death reported 
in the newspaper is different from that shown in the public records of Fayette 
County. 


68 


DEATH 
LAYS ITS ICY HAND ON MISS 
MARTA DEWS 


WAS OLDEST TEACHER 


“At the home of L. P. Wills, at Mountain Cove at 
an early hour on Saturday morning, August 24, 1913, 
the gentle spirit of Miss Maria E. Dews winged its 
flight to realms of celestrial day. 


Miss Dews was born in Halifax County, Virginia, on 
September 20, 1841 and at the time of her death 
was aged 71 years, 11 months and 4 days. She was 
educated at Hollins Institute, Hollins, Va., and 
began teaching school at the age of 17. She had 
taught school for 53 years and for 43 years had 
taught in this county, during which time hundreds 
of men and women, now grown, had their lives and 
characters shaped by her teaching. 


Miss Dews had been making her home with the family 
of Mr. L. P. Wills for the past ten years. She is 
survived by one brother, Mr. Samuel S. Dews of 
Mount Hope, and a number of nieces and nephews. 


The deceased united with the Baptist Church when 
14 years of age and lived a consistent and conse- 
crated Christian life. She was of excellent char- 
acter, liberal and charitable, and the good work 
that she did in the public schools of this county 
during her long term of public service is a fit- 
ting testimonial of her worth as a citizen and 
teacher. 


She secured a school last year near Mount Hope 
and taught for one month when failing health 
compelled her to give it up. This was her last 
attempt at teaching and she gradually failed 
until death relieved her suffering. 


Funeral services were conducted in the grove 
near her late home on Monday by Rev. G. A. 
Winebrenner. A large crowd was present and of 
this number fully one third had been pupiis of 
hers at some time, showing the esteem in which 
she was held by all." 


NOTE: The home of Lawrence P. Wills, where Aunt Maria Dews died, was located 
on U.S. Route 60 about one mile east of Hopewell, WV. The land which 
was formerly the Wills farm is now used as a perpetual care cemetery 
known as Restlawn Memory Gardens. 
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SAMUEL STONE DEWS 
CAPTAIN CSA 
(1835-1919) 


SINCE THE WRITER'S LINEAGE IS PART OF A 
LIMB GROWING FROM THE SAMUEL STONE DEWS 
BRANCH OF THE TREE, AND HAS A GENERAL 
KNOWLEDGE OF NEARLY ALL OF HIS DESCEND- 
ANTSs THIS POINT WILL BE CONSIDERED AS 
THE BEGINNING OF THE MODERN PERIOD IN 
THE HISTORY OF THIS DIVISION OF THE 
DEWS FAMILY. THE WAR BETWEEN THE STATES 
WAS CONCLUDED WITH SAM'S GENERATION; 
AND THIS EVENT ALSO PROVIDES A SEPARA- 
TION POINT BETWEEN THE PAST AND THE 
PRESENT. 





70 





1" 1] Tioga 











3 je 
r | Sa i i ry 
joven ee 1 ra Hy! D7 ri! oH =~ 
~ ins 41] PersingerA : 
| | Pets a fae 
ReSummelsvillel CO mary [20] 197 8) 
ince 6 anvos WJ3 
a B~Summersville Fenwick ¥ ] 
A 2 lake Nettie 49 7 a | 
Mt. Nebo : Richwood 


7 









rr Les, Cinco 
- AN. oAticd 9 “Blount 












A a Net Loc rN 
Wiss C 


= arnitds 
a ee Rextile Fic cf are 
SSN 
















9 Hominy 
Falls syleivasy _, 


a 
5 |20] ae 


2 f . 
15 FiAnjean 





q i 
: Williomsbu 
he pert 


- 
Nf 


; ig } 5 : es a an bs t — 
be ~ 7 hy <>) : re ond? | phi S Crowley §& [ 
. ae ott a Bi 1 Cornstalk 
ie 22 Twilight: , a Oke | \ 4 2 
ton garrett ji ‘ y) haa El : Mm : i ; i: . =e ait le 
a = aC; : He hay P j ; 
* we 7 


ae 











» 






AR ; 


we 85 River. \ Fine ;no 
SL rat 










Glen k agua, is 

le ae 2? «: 1 hal teat 
a . x Md ri (a * ra | 
He Mrchare BES . x Ronce 
. y elon ts! eaver ea 
° a Park = 
eond ASCRN M 7 
oal rs 5 , p bie eH er 
yr f Jee eN Sabine 5 sedis y ams a+ atesbury’, al aA | 

a= ft a r | i y 

A971 \~. bas i) 64 Uthforook =! 

2 om i ds oF Na ane ° 4 ra ireco i Pickaway. 


Portion of a West Virginia road map showing the general location of 
the farms owned by Captain Samuel S. Dews and his father-in-law, 
Colonel William D. Moore. The property was located on both sides 
of the Saturday Road about midway between Victor and Ramsey in 
Mountain Cove (now New Haven) District of Fayette County. 


The Dews Cemetery is located about 100 yards from the west side of 
the Saturday Road. In this hillside cemetery the remains of the 
family, many of their friends and neighbors, and several former 


Negro slaves have found eternal rest. Included in the fatter is the 
faithful servant RHODA. 


This marble marker was recently 
installed [1987] to replace the 
one made of sandstone which was 
severely deteriorated by age 
after marking Rhoda's grave for 
125 years. 


ma Based upon the number of sand- 

CA W777 at stone markers - on which most of 
HFALTHFUL NEGRO ee the etchings have long disap- 
I NOT CONSIDERED ——=ii Waa peared - and counting the unmark- 
se Hed sunken graves, there appears 
to be about eighteen to twenty 
graves in the Negro section of 
the cemetery. 
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This photograph [which was taken during the summer of 1898] was given to Eli Madison 
Dews by his great aunt Martha [Mattie] Dews Walker in 1953. It shows the front porch 
of the ancestral home located on the Saturday Road near Victor, New Haven (formerly 


Mt. Cove) District of Fayette County, West Virginia. The individuals in the picture 
are: 


1. 


Captain Samuel S. Dews - is the man sitting on the step in front of the left 
post. [Elbows on knees and hands clapsed]. 

Marta E. Dews - sister of Samuel S. Dews is sitting to immediate right, on 

the top step of the porch. 

Many Ann "MoLlie" Moone Dews - wife of Capt. Samuel S. Dews is sitting on the 
top step of the porch to the right of Aunt Maria [her sister-in-law]. 

Manxtha "Mattie" Dews Walken - daughter of Capt. Samuel S. Dews, is sitting on 
the bottom step in front of and slightly to the right of her mother. 

Dona CoLkins Dews - is standing in the yard to the right of Mattie. Dora was 
the first wife of Joseph H. Dews and the mother of Sam Dews, named below. Dora 
died on 21 Oct 1903 and is buried in the family cemetery located a few hundred 
yards from the house where she is standing. 

Marta Jane "May" Dews - daughter of Samuel S. Dews is standing to the right of 
of the post, behind her sister-in-law, Dong ColLina Dews. 

Nancy Jemima "Nannie" Dews - the oldest daughter of Samuel S. Dews, is stand- 
ing between the two posts on the left side of the porch. 

Joseph Hopping Dews - 18 sitting on the ground in front of and slightly to 

the left of his father, Samuel S. Dews. 

Samuel Edwin Dewa - son of Joseph H. and Dora Collins Dews, is Sitting on 

the ground to the immediate right of his father. 

Mekvin Meadows - sitting on the ground, with his left arm around little 

samuel Edwin, is the son of a neighbor. 
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Lee 


SAMUEL STONE DEWS CAPT CSA _ (1835-1919) - son of William 
Dews, Jr. and Nancy Stone Dews, was born in Halifax County, Virginia, on 
March 25, 1835. Since the name Samuel was much used by males on both the 
paternal and maternal sides of the family it seemed only fitting that this 
first male child [and what turned out to be their only son] should also have 
the name Samuel. 


Although Samuel was listed as being a student at the time the 1850 census 
was taken when he was fifteen years old, the extent of his early education 
is not known; however, it was a practice of many southern plantation owners, 
with Negroes to do most of the work, to by-pass the sons and give the formal 
education to the daughters. The presumption was that the sons would inherit 
a sufficient amount of land and slaves to provide for their future while the 
daughters would leave the family when they marry and would have more need for 
a formal education. For example; there is a specific clause in the will of 


William Dews, Jr. which provides for the education of his minor daughter Maria. 


Being an only son in a family with four daughters, Samuel enjoyed favored 
treatment from his proud father and doting mother. This excessive parental 
indulgence developed a characteristic in his personality which was not helpful 
to Sam when he reached adulthood. Samuel Dews was not a good manager of his 
assets. He was a much better soldier than he was a farmer or businessman. In 
his youth Sam depended upon his father for support, guidance and assistance, 
and when he married Mary Moore, his father-in-law took over the task. Not 
only did Colonel William D. Moore support and protect his family during the 
more than four years that he was in the Confederate Army during the War Be- 
tween the States, but he continued this assistance during his lifetime. In- 
dications are that Samuel S. Dews was a happy-go-lucky and somewhat improv- 
ident person who lived for today and let tomorrow take care of the following 
day. His father-in-law and mother-in-law recognized this distinctive char- 
acteristic in their son-in-law because in later years when they deeded their 
Saturday Road home along with one hundred acres of adjoining land to their 
daughter, the instrument transferring title shows Pee to be Mary A. 
F. Dews and no mention is made to her husband Samuel. These carefree and 
lighthearted characteristics of Samuel S. Dews are also made known by his 


granddaughter who writes: ‘~’ 


ser perp Pip SSS fi SSS Ss nn nn ne —————eee 
(1) Deed Book No. 2, p 336, Public Records of Fayette County, Fayetteville, 


West Virginia. 
(2) Letter dated February 18, 1977, from his granddaughter, Laura Dews Horne. 
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"He was a wonderful grandfather, 
but not very good at making a 
Living... they were well-to-do 
and quite prominent people while 
grandpa Moore was Living but 
after he died the economic for- 
tunes of the family declined 
napidky. Whether grandpa Moone?) 
wikled on deeded the Land to 
grandma I don't know, but he 
fixed it so that she, on rather 
grandpa, could not sekk it." 


Samuel was only nineteen when he married Mary Ann Francis Moore who was 
the only child of Colonel William D. and Jemima Harriet Carr Moore. They 
were married on November 6, 1854 by a license which was issued on October 26, 
1854 and recorded in Marriage Book, 3, page 2, of the Public Records of Hal- 
ifax County, Virginia. Samuel S. Dews was over six feet tall and his wife 
Mary [who was more often called by her pet name Mollie] was only about five 
feet tall. She maintained this petiteness and neatness of a little girl 
during her entire lifetime, and when she reached the age of eighty-two she 


weighed only eighty-two pounds. ‘7? 


According to the will of William Dews, ir?) he gave his son Samuel a 
tract of land which he had purchased from his brother, Samuel Dews of 
Campbell County, Virginia. Samuel S. and Mary lived on this farm for only 
a few years because after his father died in March, 1856, they moved from 
Halifax County, Virginia. 


Both, Sam and Mollie were twenty-two years of age in the spring of 1857 
when they followed her father, Colonel William D. Moore, to the rather new- 
ly created Fayette County, Virginia. Samuel had purchaed a Negro woman by 
the name of Rhoda from his father's estate for $30. A value of $150 had 
been placed on Rhoda by the appraisers of the estate of William Dews, Jr. 
Since this was the lowest appraised value of any of the seventeen slaves 
held by him at his death, there seems to be little doubt that Rhoda was 
no longer young. She may have been the midwife who was present when 
samuel Stone Dews himself was born. In as much as Mollie was several months 
pregnant when they left Halifax County on their way to western Virginia, it 
was fortunate indeed that Rhoda was with them on the trip to Fayette County. 


(1) Grandpa Moore referred to was the great grandfather of LAURA DEWS HORNE 
the writer of the letter. 
(2) Letter dated May 2, 1970, from her daughter MATTIE DEWS WALKER. 
(3) Last Will and Testament of William Dews, Jr. [Article 5] dated March 3, 1856. 
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Because of the rigors of travel by wagon and on horseback, Mollie lost her 
first child through miscarriage before they reached their destination on 
Saturday Road in Fayette County. §1) 


Mollie's father, William D. Moore, had purchased several hundred acres 
of land in the vicinity of what is now Victor in Fayette County, West Virginia. 
He shared this property with his son-in-law [and daughter] by selling to 
them at very favorable prices a substantial part of this real estate. On 
March 13, 1857, William D. and Jemima H. Moore sold to Samuel S. Dews 310 
acres of land on Osborn's Creek for $1,567. Then on July 1, 1857, his father- 
in-law sold him an additional 84 acre tract for $195.72, Samuel continued 
to add to his real estate holdings by the purchase of 100 acres from George 
W. and Martha E. Taylor on April 6, 1858. He then purchased another 40 acres 
from E. C. Vaughn and his wife on November 6, 1360!7? 


of this acreage was in woodland, it provided Samuel with a farm of about 534 


Although a large part 


acres. The land owned by his father-in-law joined his and the two families 
shared the same rather large ranch type house which Colonel Moore had built. 


Here, father-in-law and son-in-law farmed and worked the land as partners. 


In the safety of the home of her parents two more children - WILLIAM 
MOORE DEWS and NANCY JEMIMA [NANNIE] DEWS -were born to Mollie and Samuel 
before the peaceful tranquility of the agrarian life was broken by the thun- 
der of a Civil War. Since her husband Samuel S., was a first lieutenant in 
[Colonel] Captain WILLIAM TYREE'S Volunteer Infantry Company, he left his small 
family with his father-in-law and mother-in-law and accepted the challenge. 


Human acts are encouraged by the restlessness of the soul! 


Like his grandfather - WILLIAM DEWS, SR., - who fought for the Colonies 
during the Revolutionary War, Samuel Stone Dews answered the call of his 
native land [The South] during the War between the States. Unlike his grand- 
father Samuel fought on the losing side. According to his service record 
on file in the Confederate Archives, most of the battles in which Samuel 
was engaged were fought in the vicinity of Richmond and in the Shenandoah 
Valley of Virginia. Sam's ability as a military leader was recognized very 
early in the conflict because he did not remain a first lieutenant very long 


before he was promoted to captain and given command of an Infantry Company. 


(1) Letter dated May 2, 1970 from her daughter MATTIE DEWS WALKER; and letter 
dated December 4, 1978 from her granddaughter, LAURA DEWS HORNE 
(Z)’ Deed Book E, pp 20,61, 445, and 448, Fayette County, West Virginia. 





i MUSTER. ROLL OF CO. C, 22 VA. 
j VOL. INFA. C. S.A. May 10, 1862 
One of the first companies or- 
ganized in this section for service 
in the Confederate army in the 
civil war was Co. C, of the 22nd 
Va. volunteer infantry. ' Fayette 
and Nicholas enlistments made up 
almost the entire company which 
iwas generally known as “Capt. Ty- 
ree’s Company.” The muster roll 
of May 10, 1861 included 95 namés. 
‘A copy ‘of. this original roll made 
by W. A.: Tyree, first sergeant, and 
afterwards lieutenant of the com- 
‘ pany, was. made by Joseph Tyree, 
‘of Ansted, in 1907, and presented. 
to A. D. Smith,. of Fayetteville. The 
names on this original roll were as 
-followSi-i.fc:00. 08 ' i 
Capt. William Tyree. as 
Lieutenants: S. S. Dews, first; 
‘Thos. V. Masterson, second; John 
‘N. Wood, third. ee ee 
' ‘Sergeants: .W. A. Tyree, . first; 
Joseph Cavendish second;’ John A. 
. Walke,r, third; John, . Cavendish, 
‘fourth.’ “26S as) tae feet 
Corporals: John T. Ross, George 
‘Taylor, S. J. Bowers, -. Archibald 
Nealon ack, “aa eee 
Privates: Anderson. Atkinson, J. 
JU Alderson, M. F. Amick, James A. 
Amick,: W; J. Blake, .C. M,, Cole,.G. 
W. Cole,.W. H. Cole; James V..Cole- 
;man, Jacob V..Coleman,,.Seton IL. 
‘ Colemans: W:'D: Cunningham, HG. 











iller, Giles';Metts, W. A. Miller, 
mes H:,Muler, Jr., Wm. I. Par- 
sish,“‘Thos. A, Perkins, John 8. Pot- 
| OE Reynolds, Cyxus Skaggs; 






thomas Skaggs, Thomas A. Skaggs, 
‘Henry:-Skages, Mafetus Skaggs, J. 
’ id, a 
}B. Skages, Hiram’ Skaggs, Isaiah 
; Skaggs,. R.. ‘N Skaggs, John V. 
. Sparr, Jeff Steele, Samuel F. Tyree, 
‘George, Tyree, John Tyree, Joseph 
/M.. Tyree," A. G. Taylor, James A. 
{ Taylor-:. ‘John Teubert, William 
Vaughn, Oliver Wood, Ezra Wood, 
A. D::Wood, F. A. Wood, George L. 
Wood: Cyrus Withrow, John Wal- 
‘ker, : 
. Henry J,:Hunt, William P. Tay- 
lor, Qharles Boyd, Marshal] Wood, 
! John: McNutt, Thompson McGraw, 
iJohn . Hendrickson, Anthony L.- 
‘Rule, Carey Rule, Mordica ° Hal- 
‘stead,, Benjamin . Pierson, L.. D. 
‘Madison, Milton Sims, Hiram Ki- 
‘ous,“Frazier McCoy, Samuel Haw- 
‘wer’. j- ee Se ae 
“Wm. Tyree was succeeded. as 
captain by Dr. H. B. Dickinson and 
John Halstead. Captain Halstead 
, died’ at ‘Keslers Cross Lanes April 
12, 1931 at the age of 93 years. 
Lieut, 8. S. Daws was promoted 













erie» baht re rpm -to captain of the 60th Va. 
Davis: iG. te. she ; igtttreliey : .¥. J. Bowers and Mordica Hal- 
Pep hiet cee ae s@pcain Forsythe; stead were killed at the battle of 
Se act © Hendrick, Obediah ‘Hen=| ©“ DivaCreek, and. Henry EXAGES lost 
ance ranklin Hess, amos .Hal-} ©, J68 8t Droop monn & 
stead, Benjamin Pierson, L. | B- Only a very few members of this 


organization of ‘70. years age. are 
living today. Among these are R. 
,L. Deal, aged 92. of East Rainelle. 
‘gnd_ John W. Dickerson, of  Clitty. | 


ikens, F. M. McClungNGeorge Mc- 
utcheon, Robert: Iy"Miller,  F. M. 
\Yfarrs,_G. Ss McCutcheon, John S. 


Beene a en ane 


[tess F- B. Johnsq@n, James E. 
L 





This item, less the Confederate Recruiting Poster, which 
appeared in a Fayette County, West Virginia, newspaper 
in 1931, was found among the personal effects of the 
late WILLIE TYREE SKAGGS who died at Ansted in 1981 at 
the age of 100. Miss Willie [as she was fondly called] 
was a daughter of CAPTAIN WILLIAM TYREE listed above as 
the company commander of this Infantry unit. 
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Although South Carolina seceded from the Union on December 26, 1860, 
Virginia did not follow her lead until after the battle for Fort Sumter 
on April 12, 1861. Less than thirty days after Virginia entered the con- 
flict Company C of the 22nd Virginia Volunteer Infantry was organized. Re- 
fer to the newspaper article on page 75 for the names of the personnel who 
formed this military unit. Enlistments of men from Fayette County, which 
was created in 1831 and Nicholas County which was created in 1818, made up 
almost the entire company which was generally known as "Captain Tyree's 
' §S. S. Dews is listed as being the first lieutenant of the Company; 
and to this day the family names of the members are held by a very large 


Company .' 


number of the citizens of Fayette County. 


Even though Samuel S. Dews was called to service with Captain Tyree's 
Company, throughout all of the fighting he was a captain in command of 
Company C, of the 60th Regiment Virginia Infantry. Company C, had formerly 
been Company F of the 59th Regiment of Virginia Infantry. The 60th Re- 
giment Virginia Infantry was organized on August 13, 1861 with ten companies, 
A to K. Because of the similarity of a handwritten capital "I" and capital 
"J" the army does not use the letter "J" in designating a company in its 
regiments. To do so when all reports, orders, directives, etc., were done 
by hand would have created possibilities where the two letters could have 
been misread. 


Samuel S. Dews was elected Captain of Company C, 60th Regiment of 
Virginia Infantry when it was mustered into Confederate States service on 
August 31, 1861. The Regiment was a part of Smith's Brigade, Wharton's 
Division, Army Valley District, Lt Gen Jubal A. Early, Commanding. 


In March of 1862 Captain Dews was listed as being with his unit in 
Lewisburg. The Register of Commissioned Officers, Provisional Army, 
Confederate States show that Samuel S. Dews was appointed Captain of 
Company C, 60th Regiment Virginia Infantry on April 27, 1862/1) Pre- 
viously he had been shown as having been elected to that position. On 
May 30, 1862 his unit was in camp somewhere near Richmond, Virginia. It 
was here that one of his men, Private Charles A. Dequasie, was discharged 
because of physical disability. [See copy of Soldier's discharge which 
was signed by Col. W. C. Starke, the Regimental Commander, and Capt. Samuel 
S. Dews the Company Commander],!2? 


41) Confederate Archives, Chapter 1, File 92, p 334 [see Appendix 3] 
(2) Rev. [Dr] CLARENCE SHIRLEY DONNELLY, History of Fayette County, p 59 


FAYETTE COUNTY IN THE CIVIL WAR 
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Army of the Confederate States Discharge shows Private Charles A. Dequasie was 
discharged from military service on surgeon's certificate of general disability. Private 
Dequasie was the father of the late Edward L. Dequasie of near Fayetteville. Oak Hill 
Post Master in 1958, Herbert B. Dews, is great grandson of Pvt. Dequasie’s Confederate 
Company Commander, Capt. Samuel S. Dews, as shown on the above discharge. From 
the original in the Shirley Donnelly Library, Oak Hill, W. Va. 


# 


Dr. Donnelly, who held the rank of Colonel in the Army of the United States, 
was Chief of Chaplains of the U. S. 7th Army during World War II. Eli M. Dews 
was a Captain in command of an Infantry Rifle Company in the same army. Col. 
Donnelly's great admiration for LT. GEN. ALEXANDER M. PATCH, the 7th Army Com- 
mander, continued long after his army service. In an article prepared for THE 


FAYETTE TRIBUNE [a Fayette County, West Virginia newspaper] in December, 1947. 
Dr. Donnelly writes: 


“During the recent World Wan II, Captain ELi M. Dews, a brother 
of Herbert Dews, and a great-grandson of Captain Samuel Dews, 
fought in the Seventh Army in the European Theater of Action 
under the peerless Patch of Provence. To have served under 
Lt. Gen'£ A. M. Patch is glory enough {0x one man and Captain 
ELi Dews added Lustre to the family escutcheon in 40 doing." 
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For a short period during December, 1862, Captain Samuel Dews was 
placed on detached service for the purpose of hiring Negro wagoners. He 
was very likely selected for this detail because of his familiarity with 
the area and its people. Since Sam was born and raised only a few miles 
south of both Roanoke and Lynchburg he was no stranger to the southern end 
of the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. 


In June of 1862 Captain Dews and his unit were with Lee and Jackson 
in their successful campaign around Richmond where they took the offensive 
in the Seven Days’ Battles of Mechanicsville, Gaines Mill and Frazier's 
Farm [Nelson's Farm or Glendale]. Here the northern General McClellan 
was defeated and forced to retreat to the James River. In the battle of 
Gaines Mill and Frazier's Farm Sergeant Major EUGENE FAUNTLEROY CORDELL, 


at the request of Captain Dews, led the company into action. §1) 


The following historical record of the War Between the States was 
extracted from Series 1, Volume II of THE WAR OF THE REBELLION, pages 848- 
e523°) 


THE SEVEN-DAY'S BATTLES 


HDORS. SIXTIETH REGIMENT VIRGINIA VOLUNTEERS 
JSuly 19, 1862 


"Report of Col William E. Starke, Sixtieth Virginia Infantry, of the battles 
of Mechanicsville, Gaines! Mill and Frazier's Farm (Nelson's Farm, or Glendale)." 


Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part played by 
this regiment in the late battles before Richmond. 


On the morning of the 26th ultimo orders were received to hold the 
regiment in readiness to move at a moment's notice. At 3 p.m. on the day 
we received the order to take up the line of march. Obeying this order, 
we crossed the Chickahominy at Meadow Bridge, and in connection with the 
other regiments composing the brigade, drove the enemy's pickets to within 
a mile of Mechanicsville, at which point the regiment was drawn up in line 
of battle in rear of the Fifty-fifth Virginia, on the right of the road. 
Advancing steadily we forced the enemy to abandon Mechanicsville. Immedi- 
ately beyond this point we encountered a severe fire from their batteries 
in crossing an open field in their front. 


In obedience to orders the direction was changed to the left, and march- 
ing by that flank we reached the cover of the woods on that side, where we 
were halted. Here we were exposed for a few moments to a most galling fire 
from the enemy's batteries, under which fire I was wounded in the hand and 
turned over the command of the regiment to Lieut. Col. B. H. Jones to whom 


(1) Rev. Horace Edwin Hayden, M.A. Virginia Genealogies [see Appendix 10]. 

(2) The War of the Rebellion, a compilation of the official records of the 
Union and Confederate Armies. Published under the direction of the Hon. 
Elihu Root, Secretary of War. 
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I am indebted for the facts connected with the report from that 
time until I resumed the command. ** 


About 10 o'clock Friday morning the brigade was ordered to 
move in the direction of Gaines' Mill. Lt. Col. B. H. Jones still 
in command of the regiment. ** Here Capt. S. H. Tompkins, of 
Company G, was killed while most gallantly exhorting his command 
to stand by the colors. ** 


The regiment remained on the battle-field until Sunday 
morning, when the brigade crosses the Chickahominy. On Sunday 
evening I rejoined the regiment and resumed command. 


On Monday evening, the 30th, we were ordered to the support 
of General Kemper's brigade, then engaged near Frazier's Farm 
with an overwhelming force of the enemy. ** Delivering a few 
volleys the regiment moved forward, charged the enemy, drove them 
into and through the woods for a considerable distance, killing, 
wounding, and taking many of them prisoners, and recapturing the 
battery. On reaching the woods, however, the enemy poured a 
heavy fire into our line, upon which the command was given to 
charge bayonets. This command was obeyed with great alacrity, 
and very many of the enemy fell before the formidable weapon. ** 


Suffering from the would in my hand, I was again compelled 
to relinquish command, and left the regiment in charge of Maj. 
J. C. Summers, Lieut. Col. B. H. Jones being quite unwell and 
having been sent to Richmond by advice of the surgeon. ** 


In closing this report I must beg leave to mention most 
particularly the great gallantry and coolness displayed by Lieut. 
Colonel Jones, who was most conspicuous in every engagement until 
forced to leave the field of battle, and it was to me a source 
of intense satisfaction that when forced to relinquish the command 
I was enabled to place the regiment under the charge of so capable 
and brave an officer. Major Summers led gallantly in various 
charges in which the regiment was engaged, acting with coolness 
and discretion. To Lieut. T. G. Pollock, adjutant of the regin- 
ent, too much praise cannot be rendered; conspicuous in the 
field, leadirg the men in every fight, and aiding most materially 
in rallying the regiment around the colors. Of the officers of 
the line, Capt. G. W. Hammond and Lieuts. H. Grose, A Givens, 
and A. Johnson, Company D; Capt. J. N. Taylor and Lieuts. 

Moses McClintic and I. H. Larew, of Company E; Capt. Caynor 

and Lieuts J. C. Cabell, P. M. Paxton and Moore of Company F; 
Capt. W. S. Rowen and Lieuts. S. D. Pack and J. N. Shanklin of 
Company A; Capt. J. W. Johnston and Lieuts. H. G. Cannon and A. 
Surbaugh, Company B; Capt. S. S. Dews and Lieuts. E. H. Easley 
and F. N. Darlington (the latter commanding the Infirmary Corps) 
of Company C; Capt. J. M. Baily and Lieuts. R. A. Hale and G. W. 
Belcher, Company H; Capt. Gilliam and Lieuts. Wilson, G. S. 
Heslep and Charles E. Tucker, Company K; Capt. S. H. Tompkins, 
(killed), and Lieuts. A.G.P. George, Commanding Company I, aided 
by Lieutenants Stevenson and Lilly, (the latter killed), all 
displayed conspicuous gallantry. 
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I would be doing injustice to Sergeant Major Cordell, a 
mere youth, were I to omit calling special attention to the 
coolness and soldierly bearing that marked his conduct through- 
out. ** Private George R. Taylor, Company E, "The Father of 
the Regiment." Nearly sixty years of age, he volunteered at 
the commencement of the war, and his energy,patriotism, and 
general good conduct, as well as his determined bravery in 


all the recent engagements, have excited the admiration of 
all." 


W. E. STARKE 
Colonel, Commanding 
Sixtieth Virginia Regiment 
G. F. HARRISON 
Capt. Asst. Adjt. Gen. 
First Brigade, Light Division 


At some time [likely during the summer of 1862] when Captain S. S. 
Dews engaged in the fighting with his unit in the vicinity of Richmond, 
he had an occasion to see one of his neighbors from Mountain Cove District 
of Fayette Clunty. The Rev. (Dr.) Shirley Donnelly of Oak Hill, West 
Virginia, who was a writer of considerable note and the acknowledged histo- 
rian of Fayette County, in his article titled YESTERDAY AND TODAY, which 
appeared regularly in THE BECKLEY POST HERALD, writes: ‘1) 


“When the Civil War broke out the Mountain Cove 
migrants cast their lot with the Union. One of 
those men was George Hunt, the father of five sons: 
Edwin, Henry, John Valentine, Alonzo and Seth Hunt. 
Four of those five sons joined the Union army but 
the fifth of them, Seth Hunt, was too young for 
Military duty. 


During the year 1861 Confederate forces pretty 
largely controlled Fayette County. Union Sympa~ 
thizers were picked up by the Confederates and 
hustled off to southern prisons. 


Because four of his sons were in the Union Army, 
Hunt was seized and marched off to Libby Prison in 
Richmond. 


A neighbor of George Hunt was likewise sent to 
Libby Prison. His last name was McVey. His home 
was on the "Shades of Death Creek" in the vicinity 
of Victor of today. McVey died in the Richmond 
bastile. His death greatly embittered his family 
against the South. 


rp el pd ogc i dS SSS SSS 


(1) See footnote on page 81. 
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One of Hunt's neighbors in the Mountain Cove 
country was Samuel S. Dews, who was taken up with 
the Confederate cause. He rose to the rank of 
Captain and as such command of Co. C in the 60th 
Virginia Regiment of Volunteers. 


Captain Dews chanced to be in Richmond and 
at Libby Prison. George Hunt, looking out of an 
opening on the third floor of the prison, saw 
Captain Dews. He holloloed down to him and asked 
the captain to see if he - George Hunt - might be 
let out, adding that his only offense was that of 
having four sons in the Union army. 


Dews managed to get his Fayette County 
neighbor released and sent home. 


John Valentine Hunt was wounded in the battle 
of Chickamauga, Sept. 19-20, 1863. George Hunt's 
other three sons in the Union army came through 
the four-year struggle unscratched. I know one 
of them. Edwin Hunt, who died Dec. 29, 1932 at 
the ripe old age of 96. He was the last one of 
the original migrants to Fayette County." 


NOTE - The mignants neferred to by Dr. Donnelly in his newspaper article 
were a colony of New England spinitualists who settled in the 
Mountain Cove area of Fayette County, Virginia in the years 
Ammediateky prior to the Civil Wan. They made the move f7.0M 
New England to escape the religious persecution they were 
expertencing in Massachusetts, and they were attnacted to the 
Mountain Cove area by the cheap price of Land. 


The military service record of Captain Samuel S. Dews [see Appendix 3] 
does not show the location of his unit during all of 1863. It indicated 
only that he was present with his company for the entire year to December 
30, 1863, when he was granted a thirty day furlough. It is very evident 
that he spent his furlough at his home in West Virginia because in the fall 
of 1864 a daughter, LAURA JACKSON DEWS was born. [Her middle name, JACKSON, 
was for General Stonewall Jackson under whose command Captain Dews had 
fought in the Richmond area and in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia]. 


From February 29 to April 1, 1864, Captain Dews is shown as being 
present with his company. He was detailed to serve as a member of a 
General Courts Martial in April. Although the details or nature of his 
wounds are not shown, he was wounded in the battle of Cloyd's Farm near 
Christianburg, Virginia on May 9, 1864," * 82ha was hospitalized in 


(1) Rev. (Dr) Clarence Shirley Donnelly, Beckley Post Herald, Beckley, West 


Virginia, May 1975. [Dr. Donnelly died in September, 1982. Fayette 
County and the State of West Virginia not only lost one of it's leading 
citizens but a foremost religious leader]. 
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General Hospital No. 1, at Lynchburg, Virginia on May 14, 1864 from which he 
was released and returned to duty on May 31, 1864. About three weeks after 
he returned to his unit he was wounded again and readmitted to the same 
hospital in Lynchburg on June 21, 1864/7) there is no information showing 
when he was released from this second admission to the hospital, but an 
Inspection Report of his unit [then located near Waynesboro, Virginia] 
shows that he was sent to the hospital by the Regimental Surgeon on August 
17, 1864, and his name appears on the Register of C.S.A. General Hospital 
in Charlottesville, Virginia as being admitted on September 1, 1864. He 
was either wounded for the third time within a period of a few months or 
his wounds from previous action for which he was hospitalized in Lynchburg 
had not yet healed. On October 24, 1864, nearly two months after he was 
admitted, Captain Samuel Dews was released from the hospital in Charlottes- 


ville and returned to his unit, 


At this time in the war [late 1864] the military situation in the Valley 
of Virginia [Shenandoah Valley] was obviously very fluid. His company moved 
from Waynesboro and is reported as being in the vicinity of New Market, 
Virginia on October 31, 1864. This is only about one week after Captain 
Sam was released from the hospital in Charlottesville. His unit was still 
in the New Market area on November 29, 1864. A muster of his Company dated 
December 31, 1864 shows Capt. S. S. Dews as being present for duty during 
the months of November and December, 1364, °°?) 


The fluidity of Confederate military units continued to create radical 
changes in their location. Nearly three months after being in New Market, 
Captain S. S. Dews and his unit was captured with Early's Command by 
Sheridan, at Waynesboro, Virginia in March, 1865. His name next appears 
on a List of Prisoners of War paroled May 1 to 31, 1865, at various places 
in Virginia, West Virginia and Maryland. The list, dated May 12, 1865, is 
Signed by a J. C. Freeman, Captain and Adjutant and indicates that it was 


given in Charleston, West Virginia. 4) 


Over forty years after hostilities [on 18 January 1908] Samuel S. Dews 


was awarded the Confederate Cross of Honor. ‘> 


{a pg 81) The War of the Rebellion - a compilation of the official records of 
the Union and Confederate Armies. Published by the U. S. War Department. 

(2) Confederate Archives, Chapter 6, File 724, pp 39-40. 

(3) Ibid, p 43. 

(4) List of Prisoners of War, Roll 49, sheet 3. 

(5) Genealogy Society of Fayette and Raleigh Counties, West Virginia, November 
1987, News Notes, p 11. 
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Following nearly four and one-half years of service with the Confederate 
Army during the war Between the States, Captain Samuel Stone Dews returned 
to his farm on the Saturday Road near Victor in Fayette County, West Virginia 
where’ “continued to farm the several hundred acres which he and his father- 
in-law [Colonel William D. Moore] owned. He remained on this farm for over 
fifty years after he returned from the war in 1865. Here he and his wife 
Mary raised their family of eight children, five of whom were born after the 


war. 


In 1909, when both he and his wife Mary were past the age of seventy- 
five and too feeble to manage the farm, they moved to Mount Hope, West Virginia 
to be near four of their children who were living there at that time. They 
did not live at Mount Hope for many years. Before the end of the decade 
their remains had been returned to their Saturday Road farm, and there in 
the Dews Cemetery, located near the home they loved so well, they have found 
eternal rest. In addition to family members, neighbors and friends, several 


former Negro slaves have also found rest everlasting in this same cemetery. 
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here on Monday night, Janiary 27, 
He "was born In “Halifax county, = 
'| Sinia, on: March 25, 1836; and at 
time of ‘his death was.83 -years,~ 
months and 2 days of agew:s2 3p 
Mr. Dews came to this state,. whic] 
was then Virginia, in 1854, settling 
Ea sy ee ae aol wae nae 2 al 
near Ansted, where he lived until the, 
fall of 1905, when he moved to Mount! 
Hope, where he had since resided. : 
After the outbreak of the war be-; 
tween the states he volunteered in the 
caus6 of the Confederucy and was j 
niade captain of Company C of the 20th 
regiment of the Stoneewall Jackson 
brigade. His part in the battles of the. 
lust cause was always a source of in-' 
spiration to him apd he talked enler-¢ 
tainingly of those days. 


> Captain Dews was a member of the 

{. E. Church, South. He was a fawnil- 
jar figure on-the streets aud was al- 
Ways at the postoffice when the mormn- 
ing mail brought the daily papers. 
Those who gather there for the same 
PUrpose Will miss him greatly. 

The remuaing were prepared by Un- 
fertaker WW. H. Lindamood, and acconi- 
panied by his childrey, and a few 
friends of the family, including bis 
bastor, Rev. Ivy Yoak, were taken to 
4 the ramily cemetery near Ansted on 
Mrs, Dews died in September of last’ [Wednesday and there, in the presence 
car. They had been married for over. f a large crowd of former neighbors 
0 years. Five children survive—J. H. [and friends, laid to rest to await a* 

Peaceful resurrection.—Mount, Hope’ 












and R. S. Dews, Misses May and Nan-: 


nie Dews, of this place, and Mrs. B. W,' eader. Wet 
Walker, of Gauley Bridge. A ee —— 





Obituary from the Mount Hope Leader, Mount Hope, West Virginia, January, 1919. 
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Photo ca 1895 


ae 


SAMUEL STONE DEWS MARY ANN FRANCIS MOORE DEWS 
(1835-1919) (1835-1918) 


THEY WERE MARRIED IN HALIFAX COUNTYs VIRGINIA ON NOVEMBER 
16, 1854, AND THIS RELATIONSHIP CONTINUED FOR SIXTY-THREE 
YEARS, NINE MONTHS AND SEVENTEEN DAYS BEFORE THE PARTNER- 
SHIP WAS TERMINATED BY THE DEATH OF MARY ON SEPTEMBER 22, - 
1918. FOUR MONTHS AND FIVE DAYS LATER, ON JANUARY 27; 
1919, Gop CALLED SAM TO JOIN HIS BELOVED WIFE MOLLIE. 
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MARY ANN FRANCIS MOORE DEWS (1835-1918) - daughter and 
only child of William D. and Jemima Harriet Carr Moore, was born in Halifax 
County, Virginia on July 10, 1835. Mary [who went by the pet name Mollie] 
had barely passed her nineteenth birthday when she married Samuel Stone Dews 
on November 6, 1854.7) For about two years after they were married she and 
Sam lived on a small farm in Halifax County which had been given to them by 
his father, William Dews, Jr. In the spring of 1857, slightly over two years 
after their marriage, they left Halifax County and joined her father and 
mother who had recently moved to Fayette County, Virginia. Mary was twenty- 
two years old and pregnant when they commenced their journey of approximately 
225 miles over dirt and rocky roads, in wagon and on horseback, to her father's 
home in western Virginia. Although Mollie was of slight build, and weighed 
less than one hundred pounds, she was strong of body and her courage was that 
of a giant. But, this hardiness was not sufficient to withstand the rigors 
of the journey and led to her having a miscarriage of her pregnancy. The 
presence on the journey of black midwife, RHODA, provided the assistance and 
amelioration necessary to prevent this unfortunate event from developing into 


a complete disaster. 


Upon reaching her father's comfortable home on Saturday Road about three 
miles east of Victor, Mollie settled down to a peaceful life, but for only a 
few years. Between the time of her arrival in the spring of 1857 and the 
summer of 1861 when her husband Sam left to spend four years as an officer in 
the Confederate Army during the War Between the States, Mollie had given birth 
to two more children - WILLIAM in 1857 and NANCY [NANNIE] in 1861. For- 
tunately she had the protection and love of her parents who provided the care 
for her and her children during the trying times of the Civil War. Her hus- 
band, Sam, had at least one furlough home during the period of his military 
service. He was given a thirty-day leave effective December 30, 1863, and 
he spent the month of January, 1864 with his family and his wife's parents 
on Saturday Road. On October 11, 1864 [exactly nine months after Sam's 
furlough] a daughter, LAURA JACKSON DEWS, was born. 


Although Mollie was deeply aggrieved over the South's loss of the war, 
she and their three children provided a large part of the welcoming party for 
Sam's homecoming when he returned in May, 1865, after over four hears of serv- 
ice with the Confederate Army. Even though four years of their lives had been 


(1) Marriage Book No. 3, Public Records of Halifax County, Virginia, p2. 
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totally disrupted, Mollie furnished much of the spark and enthusiasm which 
contributed immeasurably to a family life which endured for a total of 
sixty-three years. Her belief was that life is not a rehearsal or a prac- 

tice run. This is it! This is the only time around! Premise also held by Maria. 


After the war Sam and Mollie had five more children, the last child, 
Martha [Mattie] was born when Mollie was nearly forty-seven years old. All 
was not velvet and clover during her long and useful life. There were many 
rough sections in the road over which she travelled while on this planet for 
over eighty-three years. The four years which were filled with anxiety and 
worry during the absence of her soldier husband, who was engaged in vicious 
Infantry fighting in an ugly war, must have been a nightmare. Before she left 
the Saturday Road farm in 1909 to live the last few years of her life in Mount 
Hope, West Virginia, she had witnessed the passing of both of her parents. She 
had experienced the loss of three of her children, all of whom were young a- 
dults at the time of their death, and one of whom was an apparent suicide. 

The monument to her life is the one sentence in her obituary which reads: "Her 
Life was one of piety and devotion and the world is better for her having Lived 
the Long Life that was allotted to her." Mary [Mollie] Moore Dews is buried 
alongside her husband Capt. Samuel S. Dews in the Dews Cemetery near the 


Saturday Road home where most of her life was spent. 


irs $. §. Dews Answers 
Last Call on un 


t * 








Pe eens aaa 
AC an’ early hour Sunday morning, 
Sept. 22,°1918, the gentle spiri: of Mxs. 
Mary Dews, beloved wife of Capt. S.'S. 
Dews, returned to God whu gave it, .after 
a short illness due to paralysis and the 
infirmities of old age. 

Mrs. Dews was born in Halifax county: 
Va.on July 10, 1835 and atthe time of hér 
death was’ aged §3 years, two montis 
and 12 days. 

She was the only daughter of W. 
and Jemima Harriet Moore, prominent 
people of that county and was marriec 
to Mr. Dews on Nov. 6, 1854 and for over 
63 years they had trod life’s pathway to- 
gether. In 1857 they came to this state, 
settling near Ansted, this county, where 
they reared a family of eight, five of 
whom survive to méurn the death of a 


of Gauley Bridge. In addition to: bless 
several grand-children and great-grand- 
cHildren survive. © .°* = 1%: e" 
About nine years ago they Temoved to 
Mount Hope where they have since re- 
sided and where Mrs. Dews won many 
friends by the gentle christian spirit which 
she evinced at all times. She was a de- 
vout Christian woman and from early’ 
girlhood had held membership in the 


. |M. E. Church, South. Her life was one of 


piety and devotion and the world is bet- 
ter for her having lived the long life that 
was allotted to her. 

Funeral services were conducted at the 
home on Monday afternoon at 4 o'clock 
by her pastor, Rev. Mr. Yoak and on 
Tuesday morning were taken to the old 
home cemetary near Ansted for interment, 


kind and loving mother. The children ard; accompanied by the husband and children, 


Miss Nannie,. Miss May, R. S. and J. H. 
Dews, of this place and Mrs. W. B. Walker, ' 





her pastor Rev. Mr. Yoak and a few inti- 
mate friends of the family. 
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38 CHAPTER 5 
THE UNMARRIED CHILDREN OF CAPT DEwS 


WILLIAM MOORE DEWS (1857-1898) - the second child of 
Samuel S. and Mary Moore Dews was born on October 15, 1857 at the Dews farm 
located on Saturday Road about three miles east of what is now Victor, Fayette 
County, West Virginia. Since both his paternal and maternal grandfathers 
were named William, it is no surprise to find that the name of the first 
son of Captain Samuel S. and Mary Moore Dews would also be named WILLIAM. 


William [who carried the nickname Willie] was only about four years 
old when his father left home to fight in the Confederate Army during the 
War Between the States. Even though his father was absent during about four 
of his early developing years, both he and his sister Nannie were fortunate 
to have a proud grandfather - Colonel William D. Moore - to watch over them, 
and to provide the same fatherly care for their mother. William never mar- 
ried. His early years was spent on the family farm until he went to work 
in and around the coal mines. He received injuries in a mining accident 
from which he never fully recovered and he died at the young age of 41. The 
entry in the Public Records of Fayette County, West Virginia indicate that 
he died on May 22, 1898 and that death was due to consumption’? The reported 
cause of death [pulmonary tuberculosis] is questionable because many country 
doctors at that time in American history considered any lung problem or 
breathing disorders which their patients might experience was caused by con- 
sumption. Moreover, autopsies were unknown in the rural area, and it was the 
country doctor's unsubstantiated opinions that were recorded on death certif- 
icates which are on file with the public records. William is buried in the 


family cemetery located near the home place on Saturday Road. 


NANCY JEMIMA (NANNIE) DEWS (1861-1952) who from early child- 
hood went by the name NANNIE, was the third child and first daughter born to 
Samuel and Mary Moore Dews$?) Her given names are from her two grandmothers - 
Nancy Stone Dews and Jemima Carr Moore. Nannie was born on January 23, 1861, 
nearly two and one-half years before West Virginia became a state. Her birth- 
place, like that of all of her siblings, was at the Dews farm located on the 


Saturday Road near what is now Victor, West Virginia. After completing ele- 


(1) Register of Deaths, Book 1894-1903, Public Records of Fayette County, 
Fayetteville, WV. p 43. 

(2) Information concerning Nannie Dews was obtained from an article written by 
her sister, Mattie Dews Walker. This article was published in the West 
Virginia School Journal, following Nannie's death in May, 1952 
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mentary school, Nannie attended Marshall Col- 
lege in Huntington, West Virginia for one 
term, and in 1877 - at the age of sixteen - 
she commenced a teaching career which extend- 
ed for well over one half of a century. 
Her first school was on Big Sewell Mountain, 
a few miles east of Rainelle, West Virginia, 
where she taught for four years. When she 
commenced teaching her salary was $20.00 per 
month from which she paid $5.00 for room and 
board. At that time the public school term 
was for only four months each year, but 
Nannie always had additional work teaching in 


what was then known as "Select Schools." 





Select schools were made up of boys and girls | 7 
Nancy (Nannie) Dews 
because of the War Between the States or for Photo ca 1885 
some other reason, had very little schooling as a youth and who had to commence 
with the very basic subjects of reading, spelling, writing and arithmetic. The 


tuition for these students was one dollar per month. 


in their late teens and early twenties who, 


Like her aunt, Maria E. Dews, Nannie taught in many elementary schools in 
Fayette County. She taught at several of the now nonexisting mining towns with 
such names Fire Creek, Red Ash, Elmo, Sewell, Caperton, Gaymont and Hawks Nest 
on New River. Nannie also taught at Kanawha Falls, Glen Ferris, Clifftop, 
Ansted, Victor, Mountain Cove and Corliss on the north side of New River. After 
moving to Mount Hope, West Virginia in about 1909, she taught in the towns of 
Mount Hope, Prudence, Turkey Knob, Kilsythe, Oswald and Pax Branch. Her last 
school was taught at Hill Top, West Virginia in 1929. 


As a schoolteacher Nannie Dews was a perfectionist. This characteristic 
was very likely developed through the influence of her Aunt Maria with whom 
she was closely associated during and after her formative years. Nannie was 
deeply concerned about what she referred to as the growing debasement of the 
English language. She said that it had become vulgarized and corrupted with 
slang, and that when a civilization loses its power over the instrument by 


which it thinks, it loses its power for greatness and accuracy of thought. 
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Nannie Dews was a lifelong member of the Methodist Church. She was a 
charter member of Winola Chapter No. 59, Order of the Eastern — at Mount 
Hope, West Virginia, where she served as Worthy Matron. 


Like her aunt Maria, Nannie never married. In October, 





1945, when she was eighty-four years of age she went to 
Smithers, West Virginia to live with her sister Martha a. "Dawe Walker. 
She continued to live with her youngest sister until she died on May 14, 1952 
at the age of ninety-one. Nannie is buried alongside her sister May in the 


Dews family cemetery on Saturday Road near the town of Victor. 


LAURA JACKSON DEWS (1864-1898) the 
fourth child of Samuel S. and Mary Moore Dews 
was born on October 11, 1864. She was born 
when the War Between the States [a/k/a the 
Civil War] was beginning to turn against the 
gallant Confederate Army with whom her father 
was fighting. On December 30, 1863, Captain 
S. S. Dews was egeranted a thirty day furlough 
from his duties as a rifle company commander 
and he returned to his home in West Virginia to 
Shenae ee spend at least a part of the Christmas-New Year 

laura J. Dews, ca 1880-85 holiday with his family. Laura was born in the 
fall of 1864. Her middle name Jackson was given in honor of General Stone- 
wall Jackson under whom her father had served during the Shenandoah Valley 
District and the Seven Days' Battles near Richmond. Reportedly he held Gen. 
Jackson in such high esteem that he almost idolized him. 





The western section of the State of Virginia was separated from the 
mother state on June 20, 1863 and Laura was the first of the Sam and Mary 
Dews children to be born in the newly formed State of West Virginia. Ac- 
cording to information received from her sister Martha, Laura enjoyed cook- 
ing and was indeed an excellent cook. Laura never married and she died at 


the very young age of thirty-four. Her passing was the second tragedy to 
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strike the family in less than two months. Only forty-three days before Laura's 
death they had buried her older brother, William Moore Dews. According to the 
public records of Fayette County, West Virginia, she died on July 4, 1898 of 


spinal meningitis.‘ 


MARIA JANE (MAY) DEWS (1872-1945) was 
the seventh child born to Samuel S. and Mary 





Moore Dews. From early childhood she went by 
the name May. Unlike her namesake, aunt Maria 
Dews, and her sister Nannie, May broke tradit- 
ion and became a registered nurse rather than SEP | 
a schoolteacher. Although rheumatic fever left FN | oe 
her with a slight limp in one leg and a trivially So PF 
bent little finger, May Dews was a petite and 
lovely woman, and some man not only lost a 
jewel but a complete treasure chest, because she 
never married. She spent the most part of her 
life caring for other people while nursing in 
hospitals and doing private nursing duty in the 
homes of the sick. She served periods as a “s s...saedl 
nurse in both the now defunct Coal Valley Hosp- MEP Deus, Phot ea 1897 
ital at Montgomery, West Virginia and the Likewise 
extinct McKendree Hospital which was located about eight miles upstream from the 
town of Thurmond on the New River. A 1924 description of the C&O depot at Mc- 
Kendree read: "Small station, little country store, one house, go up road to (2) 
bluff overlooking river, there is a Nurses’ home and hospital in grove of trees.’ 
Before the days of modern methods, machinery and medicine, nursing was 
not an easy life. The hours were long [12 hour shifts] and the work was hard. 
These conditions exacted a toll on her health and she was forced to retire 
early. During the latter part of her life she spent with her sister Nannie 
and her brother Joe in Mount Hope, West Virginia. Her final resting place is 
beside her sister Nannie in the Dews family cemetery located on the Saturday 


Road farm where she was born. 


(1) Register of Deaths, Book 1894-1903, Public Records of Fayette County, 
Fayetteville, West Virginia, p 43. 

(2) Cox, William E., Life on the New River, A Pictorial History of the New River 
Gorge. Eastern National Park and Monument Association, 1984. 
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SECTION Il 


THE MARRIED CHILDREN OF CAPT S,S, DEWS 
GENERATION FIVE TO CURRENT 


CHAPTER 1 


EUGENE BRECKENRIDGE DEWS 


AND HIS DESCENDANTS 
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EUGENE BRECKENRIDGE DEWS 
(1866-1903) 


BETTY TAYLOR DEWS 
(1867-1928) 


The Tragic Lives 


of 
Two Beautiful People 
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EUGENE B. DEws (1866-1903) who went by the name Brack, 

was the fifth child and second son of Samuel S. and Mary Moore Dews. He was 

1 
born on July 11, 1866, a little over one year after his father returned to 
his Saturday Road farm following the War Between the States. Both of his 
given names are from officers in the Confederate Army with whom his father was 
associated during the war. Eugene is for Sergeant Major [later Assistant 
Adjutant General of the Brigade] Eugene Fauntleroy Cordell who was a young 
non-commissioned officer in Captain Dews's Infantry Company\? The middle name, 
Breckenridge, of course, if for John C. Breckenridge, (1821-1875) the Confed- 
erate General who was vice president of the United States from 185/ to 186l, 
and who also served as the Confederate Secretary of War from February, 1865 
until the end of the war. Brack's sister, Nannie Dews, in a letter to her 
niece, Laura Dews Horne, dated June 26, 1930, wrote about a visit to their 
Saturday Road farm by a former Confederate Army officer under whom her father 
had served during the war. She mentions an incident which involved her little 
brother Eugene B., in part the letter reads: 

"Col, Beuhring H. Jones'3) and his wife 

wene passing through Fayette County and 

they Left the old turnpike (now Midland 

Trait) and came across Osborne Creek to 

call upon his boy Captain. I azemember it 

as wekk as though it was today. 1 was 

quite a Little gink - I can 4ee Mrs. Jones 

begging mother to give her Brother Brackie 

(Essie's father). He was not over three 

yeans old and was a most beautiful tot." 

Cn August 25, 1886, Brack married Betty Ann Taylor, the oldest of the 
children of Martin Luther and Elizabeth Coleman Taylor. The Certificate of 
Marriage is signed by the Reverend Fletcher Golden. Their first home was a 
house which Brack built on the Taylor farm that is located on the Chestnut- 
burg Road about one mile southeast of the town of Ansted, West Virginia. 

Their first two children, Clare Effie and Herman Taylor Dews, were born here 
before the family moved to Mountain Cove to live on a farm which they had 
purchased from C. A. Steed, et ux, on October 5, 1893. The youngest child, 
Essie Blanche, was born at the Mountain Cove farm, which was a little over 


one mile from the home of Brack's parents on the Saturday Road. Woodlands 


(1) Volume 6, Fayette County - Bureau of the Census Micro-Film Library - The 
12th [1900] Census of the population of West Virginia. 

(2) Horace Edwin Hayden, Virginia Genealogies - see Appendix 10 

(3) The War of the Rebellion - Series 1, Volume 37, par 1 of 2 parts, pp 56-58 
states that Colonel Beuhring H. Jones was commander of the 60th VA Infantry 
when the Regiment took part in the engagement at Cloud's Mountain, near 
Christiansburg, Virginia on May 19, 1864. 
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now cover the area where once there were cultivated fields and the forest has 
almost swallowed the site where at one time stood the home and farm buildings. 
By its own inevitable way, nature has completely erased the spot where at one 


time there was laughter and joy, hardship and sorry. 
Human conduct can be inflamed by the nest£lessness of the souk! 


On August 15, 1903, nearly ten years after Brack and Betty moved to their 
Mountain Cove farm, Brack met death by his own hand. His son Herman who was 
fourteen years old at the time told me that his dad was a sleepwalker. It was 
his belief that his dad shot himself while in that state. This version is 
suspect and has some resemblance of rationalization, even though his obituary 
states that he was in his night clothes when he was found shot through the 
head. Another relative said that he was tinkering with the pistol and shot 
himself accidently. One or two of his nieces, who were rather young at the 
time, have related other versions as to the reason for his irrational act. 
Since all accounts were based upon hearsay and because dissimilar descriptions 
they have all been dismissed as speculation. An entry written by a sister of 
Brack in a diary [actually more like an autograph book] which belonged to his 
mother reads as follows: 

"Our dear Brother Brackie shot 

and kiffed himsels Saturday morn- 
ing, Aug. 15, 1903, and was burred 
on the following Sunday by the side 
of his infant babe in our Lot. He 
dé 35 yearns old and had been married 


17 yearns. His was a sad Life of 
nothing but work." 


Since the spelling of "Brackie"’ in the letter she wrote to her niece, Laura 
Dews Horne, is identical to that found in the diary, along with the likeness 
of the handwriting, circumstantially singles out his sister Nannie as the 
person who made the entry. His age as listed in the dairy shows him to be 
thirty-five years old. This is in conflict with other records including the 
records of the United States for the census taken in 1900, Also, two of his 
children, Herman and Essie, reported that he was born in 1866. 


Brack Dews was buried the day following his death. This was not an 
unusual procedure because it was midsummer and embalming facilities were 


generally unavailable to rural America during that stage of our history. 
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HOUSEHOLD MONTH & YEAR 
NAME COUNTY RELATIONSHIP OF BIRTH AGE PLACE OF BIRTH 
DEWS, Brack Fayette Head Jul 1866 33 West Virginia 
Bettie Wife May 1867 33 West Virginia 
Effie Daughter Jun 1887 13 West Virginia 
Herman Son Oct 1889 10 West Virginia 
Essie Daughter Nov 1899 7/12 West Virginia 


The census information shown above concerning the Eugene Breckenridge Dews 
family was taken from the twelfth census of the United States. The enumerat- 
E. Brack Dawg, ene of the prominent ion of Mountain Cove District, Fayette 


young farmers ef Ms. Cove, committed County, State of West Virginia, in this 
nudeiete last Saturday moruing by 
shooting himgelf through the head. 
ie lived about threo bours after the 1900. The census work sheet is signed by 


shootion. George W. Fox. [Mr. Fox was a neighbor and 
{t is not known scnctly chat enused 


the unfortunate man te tako ‘tis life. 
One reason assigned ig they hy wasya Lora 0. Fox, practiced medicine in Ansted, 
great sullvrer from eatarrah aod wish 
ed to put ap end to his sutlering. 

It 15 2ls0 grid be.- wag opposed to his and 1930's they also operated a garage 
sister teaching the Mt? Gave “gchoel and the local Ford agency]. 
and her announced determination Ww 
teach avainst bis wishes in the matter The copy of the obituary of Brack 
prompted him“to the rash act. 

For several nights be had been plac- ree 
ing a revolver on a chair pear his bed. County, West Virginia, Weekly newspaper. 
Saturday morning about daylight he The newspaper account shows his age to be 
took the revolver sod weot out in the 
yard in’ bis nigbt clothes. A little 
inter hig wife heard a pistol shot and information furnished to the paper by the 


going outside saw Lim lying down iD person who made the dairy entry mentioned 
ncorper of tbo vard about 1 yaras 


from the house. He hiad shot hisself earlier. 

tbrough the bead the bullet passing The article contains other mis- 
entirely through his head. The revol- 
ver was still inchis baud. Ie hivea: 
ubtil nine o'clock but v was never con- [she did not spell it Bettie] was a dau- 


aa hcae ghter of Martin Luther Taylor and not 
The ‘aera WAZ ba suse after- 


particular instance, was taken on June 23, 


later became a doctor. He and his son, 


West Virginia for many years. In the 1920's 


Dews shown here was taken from a Fayette 


35 and this may have been based upon 


information in that Brack's wife, Betty, 


Noon, services being coaducted © by Captain L. S. Taylor as shown in the 
Rev. Morris. press account of Brack's death. 

Msrack Dews was ‘vell known feauahic 
out tbe county. Ho was a eon of 8. 5. Eugene Breckenridge Dews is buried 


Dews and married.a daughter of Capt. 415 the Dews family cemetery which is 
L. S Taylor, of Ansted. .He was 35 


years old. A wife and three amall! 
children, survive di fe. wna of a east of Victor, West Virginia. 
auslancooly dispositsun and often:re- 

marked that he would tathee die than 

live. 


located on the Saturday Road a few miles 
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BETTY TAYLOR DEWS (18641928) was the eldest of the four children 
of Martin Luther and Elizabeth Coleman Taylor. Betty was born on the Taylor 
farm which was located on the Chestnutburg Road about one mile southeast of 
Ansted, West Virginia, on May 14, 1867. Her Christian name, Betty, being the 
diminutive of Elizabeth, was given as a namesake of her mother. Betty grew 


up on the Taylor farm and completed the eighth grade in the public schools. 


On August 25, 1886, shortly after she had passed her nineteenth birthday, 
Betty married Eugene B. Dews. The marriage ceremony was performed by the Rev. 
Fletcher Golden and is recorded in the public records of Fayette County, West 
Virginia. Betty and Brack lived on the Taylor farm for several years before 
they bought property at Mountain Cove which was near the farm of Brack's father, 
Captain Samuel S. Dews. They lived on the Mountain Cove farm for about ten 


years before Brack met an untimely death. 


Physically, Betty Dews was a diminutive type person - she was small in 
statue and light in weight. Certainly, she did not have the brawniness requi- 
red to operate a farm and at the same time care for three relatively small 
children. During that day and time [when families took care of their own] 
which was before that period when the Government [at taxpayers expense], en~- 
tered the family assistance and farm support business. Betty had only one 
acceptable option and that was to return with her three children - Clare Effie, 
Herman Taylor and Essie Blanche - to the home of her father. No one can imagine 
the depth of her sorrow nor the towering heights of her grief to have been left 
in this predicament. But, counter balancing the weakness Betty Dews had in 
physical strength and capacity was an extraordinary spiritual strength created 
by her undying faith in God, and this alone provided her the strength of 


character and tenacity of spirit necessary to overcome unbridled adversity. 


For nearly two decades after her husbands death Betty held on to the farm, 
which was located on what is known locally as Neal Flats, near the headwaters 
of Osborn Creek - the farm that she and Brack purchased in 1893. In addition 
to renting part of the acreage to neighboring farmers she skimped and saved 
her butter and egg money to pay the taxes and do the precious little mainten- 
ance to the house and farm buildings. She kept the property until 1919 when 
she and her daughters, Effie and Essie, sold their interests in the farm to 


her son Herman. 
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Because of the inaccessibility to schools and the added distance he 
would have to walk to his work in the mines, Herman never considered moving 
his family to the Mountain Cove farm, instead he bought property on the Chest- 
nutberg Road about one-half mile from the Taylor farm. As a young boy I spent 
a great deal of time with my grandmother Betty and quite often I would spend 
the night with her. Except during the winter months, her bedroom was the 
large upstairs room which was furnished with twin beds that were outfitted with 
feather mattresses. Betty Dews was a devoutly religious person. Never did 
grandmother ever get in her bed before she first settled on her knees beside 
the bed and say her evening prayer to God. Likewise, she never had a meal be- 
fore first asking the blessing. She was indeed a righteous and saintly person, 
and God must have certainly awarded her with happiness in the next world be- 
cause the sixty-one years that she spent on this earth were unselfishly devoted 
to the welfare of other people. 


Betty Dews died of pneumonia during the early morning hours of Monday, 
May 21, 1928, which was only one week after she had passed her sixty-first 
birthday. Betty left no will nor instructions as to the disposition of her 
remains. Her children, along with members of the Taylor family, decided that 
her final resting place should be in the Taylor lot in Westlake Cemetery in 
Ansted.Their reasoning for this decision rested in the fact that Westlake 
Cemetery was city owned and perpetual care was provided while very little care 
or attention was provided in the case of the Dews family cemetery on the 
Saturday Road where her husband Brack was buried. They had a deep fear that 
after a few generations the Dews family cemetery, like so many small cemeteries 
of bygone years, would be consumed by nature. She is buried alongside her 
mother and father, Martin Luther Taylor and Elizabeth Coleman Taylor, in the 
Taylor lot in Westlake Cemetery, Ansted, West Virginia. 
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CLARE EFFIE DEWS (1887-1976) the first 
child born to Eugene B. and Betty Ann Taylor Dews 
was most always called by her middle name Effie. 
She was born on June 28, 1887 in the bungalow 
which her father had built on the farm of her 
maternal grandparents, Martin Luther and Elizabeth 
Coleman Taylor. This house, which is located on 
the Chestnutburg Road about one mile southeast of 
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Ef fre Dews Lawrence E. 


Ansted, West Virginia, was not only the birthplace 
of Effie it also witnessed the birth of her brother 


Herman, and several years later it provided shelter Thomas Biume [Dutch] Blume 
for the birth of Herman's two sons, Herbert and Eli Photo c.a. 1948 


Dews. 


Effie Dews was sixteen years old when her father died and it was only through 


the toilsome sacrifices of all members of her immediate family that they were 


able to scrape together enough money to send her to Concord Normal School, now 
Concord College at Athens, West Virginia, where she earned an elementary school 
teacher's certificate. Effie taught in the primary schools of Lookout, Divide, 
and Winona, West Virginia, and it was while teaching in the then Nuttall District 
of Fayette County that she met and married her first husband, James Alfred (Fred) 
Thomas. 

After only a few years of marriage Fred Thomas died and Effie was left alone 
to care for and rear her three year old son Garland Thomas. Effie continued to 
teach in the Lookout area, and in 1921 she married Lawrence Ezra Blume (1894- 
1949), who was a member of an old and respected pioneer family that had large 
land holdings in the area. Lawrence [who was known to his close friends by 
the nickname "Dutch''] was a tall and indeed a hansome man. During World War I 
he was a Corporal with the 313th Field Artillery of the 80th Infantry Division 
under the command of Major General Adelbert Cronkhite whose Chief of Staff was 
Colonel William H. Waldron of Huntington, West Virginia. This division was 
organized at Camp Lee, Virginia on August 27, 1917 and began moving to France 
on May 17, 1918. On the Western Front the division was engaged in some of the 
most intense ground combat of the war. It took part in the battles of the Meuse- 
Argonne, Bois Bourrus and Verdun and played a major role in the success of the 


Allied Forces in these campaigns.‘ '? 





(1) J. T. Peters and H. B. Carden, History of Fayette County, West Virginia, 
p 726-740. Jarrett Printing Company, Charleston, W. Va. 1926. 
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Lawrence and Effie Dews Blume were the parents of three children: Basil 
Lawrence Blume was born in 1922; Zelda Blume was born on March 26, 1924, and 
Betty Blume was born on April 6, 1928. Zelda married Theodore Greimann, a 
career army officer, and they had one daughter, Michelle Greimann, who was born 
on March 14, 1950. Betty married Charles Alvin Heldreth on December 13, 1946, 
and they are the parents of three children: Larry Alvin born on April 28, 1948, 
Michael Eugene born on November 18, 1949, and Laura Lynn born on June 29, 1965. 


Like many others of her generation, Effie Dews did not have an easy life. 
She lived on a farm and walked many miles over muddy and rocky roads - through 
rain, snow and sleet - to obtain an elementary education. Moreover she had 
more than her share of grief and heartaches. She was a relatively young girl 
when her father committed suicide and by necessity she began to earn her Living 
at an early age. She lost one child born of her first marriage, and she lost 
her first husband after only a few years of marriage. Also, she suffered an- 
other major misfortune when she lost her son Basil during World War II. This 
handsome, intelligent and clever young man with a promising future was cut down 
before he had barely reached manhood. 


After her husband Lawrence died in 1949 Effie continued to live in her 
home at Spy Rock, Lookout, West Virginia. Since there was only five years 
difference between their ages, she and her aunt Mattie Dews Walker were very 
much like sisters and they spent considerable time visiting with one another 
in their respective homes, because at this time aunt Mattie Walker was also 


a widow. 


Like her mother, Effie Dews was a kind and gentle person. And, regard- 
less of her frustrations, she always seemedoO keep her cool. She was a member 
of the Lookout Baptist Church and the Order of the Eastern Star. She spent 
the last few years of her life in the Masonic Home in Parkersburg, West Virginia 
where she died on Sunday, January 18, 19/76, while in her 89th year. Effie 
is buried alongside her husband Lawrence in Jenette Cemetery at Lookout, West 


Virginia. 
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GARLAND EUGENE THOMAS (1910- ),; son of James Alfred and Clara Effie 
Dews Thomas, was born at Hico, Fayette County, West Virginia on 
November 4, 1910. Garland had barely passed his third birthday 
when his father died on November 21, 1913. His mother not only 
had to urdertake the function of a dual parent, but as the bread 





mentary school teacher. 


There was an interval of about eight years between his father's death and the 
time when his mother remarried. During this period little Garland had no com- 
petition for his mother's affection and attention. Moreover, other close rela- 
tives had pity and a deep sympathy for him because he had been deprived of the 
protection and supervision of a father. His grandmother Betty Taylor Dews and 
his aunt Essie Dews on the maternal side, along with some aunts on the paternal 
Side of his family lavished many of their favors and much of their attention on 
him. In these very early formative years most of the whims of the "Little Prince" 


were satisfied by older females on both sides of his family. 


As a young boy Garland [who carried the nickname Zeke] spent many of his summer 
vacation periods with his grandmother, Betty Dews, at the Martin Luther Taylor 
farm near Ansted. Since the Dews boys, Herbert and Eli, lived in one of the Taylor 
farm houses, the cousins became summertime playmates. Wild grape vines often 
climb to the very top of large trees and by entwining around the limbs the vines 
are held firmly to the tree. If the vine is severed a few feet above its root 
it makes an excellent swing. When holding to the end which was cut away from its 
roots boys could ride the vine for rather long distances, several feet high over 
the mountain side. And, depending upon the location of the tree, the swing rides 
could extend completely across the valley below. There are several hazards to 
wild grapevine swinging. Firstly, the vines entwined anchor to the tree top can 
be pulled loose by too much weight and this could result in spilling its cargo of 
boys from very high altitudes. Secondly, sweaty hands of little boys can slip, 


and when the grip is gone gravity takes over and spills are inevitable. 


One summer the three boys [Garland, Herbert and Eli] violated an off-limits 
edict of both grandmother Betty Dews and mother Evie Dews to stay away from the 
grapevine swings on a steep hillside above what was known as Rich Hollow. Warn- 
ings to little tykes whose ages range from seven to eleven years are often a 
challenge to partake of the forbidden fruit and Garland, Herbert and Eli who were 


102 


ever ready to test the limits of parental patience, sneaked off from the reser- 
vation and headed for Rich Hollow the very moment in which adult vigilance was 
relaxed. Upon arrival each boy had several rides alone on the grapevine swing 
before they decided to commence a doubling up procedure with two boys on a single 
vine, this lasted for a short time only when they decided that it would be 
even more exciting with all three boys holding to a single vine would swing as 

a group across the valley. By this time the hand hold portion of the vine had 
become slick and tighter grips were required to hold the weight of the boys. 

On the very first ride as triple passengers on the swing, Herb's hands were on 
the end and he was the first to fall; the other two passengers were unable to 
maintain their hold and they fell on top of Herbert, breaking his leg to splint- 


: yA 
Garland was not only as wily as a hungry fox in a forest fire is 


he was also able to shift directions quicker than a long tailed Tom Cat in a 
roomful of rocking chairs. Zeke knew that Herb was seriously hurt and he 
decided that he should be the one who would go for help. He passed our house 
on his way to grandmothers and he told our mother that he went to Rich Hollow 
but he could not find Herb and Eli. He pretended that he did not go with us to 
the swings but only went to Rich Hollow looking for his two cousins. However, 
he did tell our mother that he heard Herb crying and that was enough to tell 
her that she had better go after her boys, one of whom was probably in trouble. 
She solicited help from Raymond Osborne, one of grandpap Taylor's farm hands, 
and the two of them carried Herb for well over a mile to our home. When they 
got him home mother put in a summon for Dr. John B. Woodville who set Herb's 
leg and tied a heavy flat iron to his foot to keep the leg stretched and str- 
aight for the five or six weeks which he was required to be in bed with wooden 
splints tied to his leg. Plaster cast for broken bones had not been invented 


in that day and time when, in rural America, the home also served as the hospital. 


GARLAND EUGENE ZEKE THOMAS is an individual 
who is endowed with four historically prom- 
inent names. Zeke is a contraction of the 
name Ezekiel the Hebrew Prophet of the Old 
Testament and Thomas was one of the twelve 
disciples of Jesus. 


Although the name GARLAND is not as ancient 
as Ezekiel or Thomas it has an interesting 
history. It is of Saxon origin, the German 
Signifying “gleaned from the land." 





GARLAND 
Cont-of-Arms 
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Furthermore, there was an old French name, 
GARLANDE, which may have been transported to 
England after the Norman Conquest. The name 
is found in government, state and town records 
under the following spellings: Garlon, Garlin, 
Garlien, Garling, Garlent, and Garlind. 


The name GARLAND has been a prominent one in 
America for many years. The first of the name 
in this country was Peter Garland who came to 
New England in 1637. He is first found as a 
resident in Charlestown, Massachusetts, where 

he was the owner of sailing vessels which plied 
between Massachusetts Bay, the Virginia colonies, 
and the “Dutch Plantations." David Garland of 
Hanover and Lunenburg Counties, Virginia was the 
founder of the Lunenburg branch of the family. 
His will is to be found in that county, dated 
March 18, 1780, and probated May 9, 1782. He 
was a ad of the County Court from 1754 to 
Tis 


In the early 1700's Lunenburg County covered the 
greater part of southwestern Virginia and included 
Halifax and Pittsylvania Counties where the an- 
cestors of many of the Dews families settied. (2) 


Garland Thomas completed elementary school at Lookout, West Virginia, amd 
was graduated from Ansted High School at Ansted, West Virginia in 1928. Much 
of the time he was attending Ansted High School he stayed with his grandmother 
Betty Dews at the Taylor farm. In 1933 he married Dorothy Fish who lived near 
Montgomery, West Virginia, but was teaching school at Lookout. Dorothy and 
Garland are the parents of one son, Gary Edward Thomas, who was born on October 
25, 1934. This marriage ended in divorce and on August 21, 1948, at Catletts- 
burg, Kentucky, he married Dessie Naylor. Dessie was born at Pencoast in 
Clay County, West Virginia on October 8, 1923, and she is a graduate of Gauley 
Bridge High School. 


Dessie and Garland are the parents of two sons, Wayne Allen Thomas who 
was born on September 27, 1951, and Clinton Eugene Thomas, who was born on 
February 18, 1960. During World War II [from 1942 to 1945] Garland served in 
the U.S.Army Air Corps with station at Sheppard Field, Albany, Georgia. After 
his discharge from the military service he spent twenty-eight years as an 
employee of Union Carbide Company at Alloy, West Virginia. Garland is now 
retired and lives in Oak Hill, West Virginia. 


(1) HOBBIES, The Magazine for Collectors, September, 1963. p 120. 
(2) Maud Carter Clement - The History of Pittsylvania County Virginia, Pp 48-04. 
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GARY EDWARD THOMAS (1934- ) - was the only child of Garland E. 
and Dorothy May Fish Thomas. He was born at Lookout, Fayette County, West 
Virginia on October 25, 1934. Gary graduated from Logan, West Virginia, high 
school in 1952, and in the fall of the same year he enrolled at Purdue Univer- 
sity, LaFayette, Indiana, where he attended during the school year 1952-53. 
After one year at Purdue he transferred to New Mexico State University, Las 
Cruces, New Mexico, where his great uncle, Dr. Claude C. Dove, was a professor. 
Here he received a BS degree in physics in the spring of 1957, and in the fall 
of the same year Gary commenced his post graduate work at the University of 
Pittsburgh where he received a PhD degree in physics in 1962. From 1963 to 
1965 Gary answered the call of his country and served as a first lieutenant 
in the U. S. Army Signal Corps at Fort Monmouth, New Jersey and at Los Alamos 
Scientific Laboratory, Los Alamos, New Mexico. After he was released from 
military service he was employed by the Aerospace Corporation, El Secundo, 
California for about two years before he joined the faculty at the University 
of Colorado in 1967 as an assistant professor. He was advanced to associate 
professor in 1969 and to full professor in 1973. Gary teaches atmospheric 
Science on nlanets and comets, and astrophysics. He is also carrying out re- 
search in these fields, using scientific data from space probes and satellites. 
He discovered the phenomenon of The Interstellar Wind, which was written up 
in various scientific journals. 


Or January 28, 1961, at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Gary married Susan Jude 
Cherup, a daughter of Stephen George and Wilma A. Reiland Cherup. Susan, who 
is a native of Bellevue, Pennsylvania, was born on November 28, 1938. She is 
a singer and continues her studies in music at the University of Colorado. 

Gary and Susan are the parents of two splendid children. Son,Curtis Andrew 
Thomas was born at Eatontown, New Jersey on March 31, 1964 and received a 
degree in English at the University of Colorado in May, 1987. Curtis intends 
to go to graduate school and hopes to follow his father and become a college 
professor. He has a keen interest in East Indian culture and may make this 

his field of advanced studies. Daughter, Jennifer Ann Thomas was born at 
Torrance, California, on August 20, 1966. She completed high school at Boulder, 
Colorado, and is now a senior at the University of Colorado, majoring in music. 
During the 1986-87 school year she studied at the University of Regensburg, 
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Germany, as an exchange student. 
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THE DATE: 18 Aucust 1984 
DESSIE NAYLOR THOMAS AND HER 
TWO SONS, WAYNE ALLEN THOMAS 
[IN WHITE COAT] AND CLINTON 
EUGENE THOMAS, ON THE OCCASION 
OF CLINT’S MARRIAGE TO TEMARA 
BROWN [IN BRIDE’S DRESS]. 





Wayne Tamara Clinton Dessie 
Allen Brown Eugene Naylor 
Thomas Thomas Thomas Thomas 





Hamilton 


WAYNE ALLEN THOMAS (1951- ) ~ the first of two sons of Garland 
Eugene and Dessie Naylor Thomas, was born at Montgomery, West Virginia, on 
September 27, 1951. Wayne was graduated from high school at Oak Hill, West 
Virginia, then attended the University of Tulsa in Oklahoma before he received 
a degree in journalism from West Virginia University. After graduating from 
college Wayne accepted employment with an advertising firm which owns and op- 


erates radio stations in New Martinsville, West Virginia. 


On May 26, 1973, Wayne married Patricia Hamilton, a daughter of a prom- 
inent attorney in Oak Hill, West Virginia. Wayne and Patricia are now the 
parents of three sons - Derek Hamilton Thomas was born on September 10, 1977; 
Wesley Allen Thomas was born on October 18, 1980, and Kyle Patrick Thomas 
was born on May 30, 1986. The James Alfred Thomas branch of the Thomas tree 
appears to be alive and well. With this group of male members it may very 
well be on the road to perpetuity. | 
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CLINTON EUGENE THOMAS (1960- ) = the second son of Garland 
Eugene and Dessie Naylor Thomas was born at Beckley, West Virginia, on Febru- 
ary 18, 1960. Clint completed high school at Oak Hill, West Virginia, and in 
1982, [like his brother Wayne] he received a degree in journalism from West 
Virginia University at Morgantown. On August 18, 1984 he married Tamara, 
[Tammy] Brown, a daughter of Howard and Nancy Brown of Beckley, West Virginia. 
At the present time [1988] , Clint is employed in the Washington, D. C. area 


and he and Tammy make their home in Alexandria, Virginia. 


BASIL rade BLUME (1922-1944) the first child and only son of 


Lawrence Ezra and Effie Dews Blume was born at Lookout, 





West Virginia, in 1922 where he graduated from Nutall 
District High School. Basil was only eighteen when 
he enlisted in the U. S. Army in 1940 and was station- 
ed in the Philippine Islands prior to the Japanese 
attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. Unfortu- 
nately, nine hours after the Japanese attack Pearl 
Harbor, their bombers also raided Clark and Nichols 
airfields near Manila. On December 10, 1941, the 


first Japanese troops landed on the northern coast of 





| ieee oe _ Luzon. Although the gallant Philippines and the 


Dies in , Torpei in: , : 
(She. Shaentes ove: eee e 19,000 Americans held out until May 6, 1942, they 


; Lookout have. been notifi 
War Department that their’ saw Were no match for the hordes of Japanese and those 


Pfc.“ Basil L.-Blume (above) was 


among 1.775 ‘American prisoners that were not killed became Prisoners of War of a 
killed when a Japanese ship used 


te transport ihem was torpedoed ; 
Oet. 24. 1944. off the const et Chis Cruel and arrogant enemy. Basil Blume was captured 


Were rescuen sores son the shi 444 became a Prisoner of War of the Japanese. Since 

Valdes eed Bene Bhimest Washing, he was physically, mentally and morally strong, Basil 
Gol Gavisid Thomas of Savenres, guryi | | 

Guano: 5 ' survived the Death March of Bataan, and nearly three 
years of brutality and privation as a captive of the Japanese only to be killed 
on October 24, 1944, when the Japanese ship being used to transport him and 
1,775 other Americans was torpedoed [by American and allied forces] off the 
coast of China. The Japanese ship was unmarked as to cargo and only five prison- 
ers on the ship were rescued. Basil Blume was a model American youth and the 
life of a future outstanding citizen, and perhaps a great man, was extinguished 


on that October day, one-half a world away. May God bLess and keep you, Basil! 
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ZELDA LOUISE BLUME (1924- ) 
the second child and oldest daughter of 


Lawrence Ezra and Effie Dews Blume,was 
born at Lookout, Fayette County, West 
Virginia on March 26, 1924. Zelda 
completed her elementary education and 
graduated from Nutall District High 
School in her home town of Lookout. 
For a while she continued her educa- 
tion at New Mexico State University, 
Las Cruces, New Mexico, where her 
uncle, Dr. Claude C. Dove, was a prom- 
inent professor. During the 1940's, 
when the United States was engaged in 





World War II, Zelda was working in 


Washington, D. C. and here she met Cofonel Zetda [1979 photo] 
Theodore BLume 
Gretumann Grektmann 


whom she married on February 14, 1949. Zelda and Theodore are the parents of one 
child, Michelle, who was born on March 14, 1950, one month past the first anni- 
versary of the St. Valentine's Day marriage of Ted and Zelda. After spending 
thirty years in the military service, Ted retired as a Colonel from the U. S. 
Army and he and Zelda lived at Merrit Island, Florida for a few years before 

he fell victim of cancer and died on March 22, 1981. He is buried in Arlington 
National Cemetery, Washington. Zelda continues to make her home in Florida. 


Theodore Greimann, a career army officer 


MICHELLE GREIMANN MESSMER(1950- _—+) - daughter, and only child of 
Theodore and Zelda Blume Greimann, was born at Tacoma, Washington, on March 14, 
1950. Michelle completed high school and attended college at VPI in Blacksburg, 
Virginia, and Valdosta State College in Georgia. Michelle married Barry Messmer, 
[DOB March 15, 195C] a commissioned officer in the U.S. Air Force, and they 


have two sons, Bradley who was born on May 30, 1974, and David who was born 
on May 10, 1977. 
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BETTY BLANCHE BLUME (1928- ) = was born at Lookout, West 
Virginia on April 6, 1928. She was the third child, and second daughter of 
Lawrence Ezra and Effie Dews Blume. One of the very great honors to be bestow- 
ed upon her was the giving of the Christian name she carries, which comes from 
her maternal grandmother Betty Taylor Dews. Like her brother Basil and her 
sister Zelda, Betty attended the public schools in her home town and graduated 
from Nutall District High School. Betty was studying cosmetology at the Little 
French Beauty Academy in Bluefield, West Virginia, when she met Charles Alvin 
Heldreth who at that time was a business administration student at Bluefield 
College. Charles, who was born on March 5, 1927, is a native of Bluefield 
where he received his elementary education and graduated from Beaver High 


School before serving an enlistment in the U. 5S. Navy. 


It seems that many of the important events in Betty's life have an associ- 
ation with the figure "8." She was born in 1928. Her age was 18 years, 8 mon- 
ths and 8 days when she married Charles Alvin Heldreth at the home of the Rev. 
John A.Womeldorf in Princeton, West Virginia on December 13, 1946. The 8's 
continued to follow the events in her life as her first child was born on April 
28, 1948. Betty and Charles are the parents of three children: Larry Alvin 
who was born on April 28, 1948, Michael Eugene who was born on November 18, 
1949, and Laura Lynn who was born on June 29, 1965. Betty and Charles, along 
with daughter Laura Lynn, now make their home in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, 


where Charles is in the office machine business. 





Philipps 
LARRY ALVIN HELDRETH (1948- ) the first of three children of 
Charles Alvin and Betty Blume Heldreth, was born at Bluefield, West Virginia 
on April 28, 1948. Larry's early childhood was spent in Danville, Virginia 
where he completed elementary school and graduated from George Washington High 
School. On March 4, 1967,: two months before his nineteenth birthday, Larry 
married Linda Jo Phillips. Linda Jo, who is a daughter of Donald Anthony and 
Susie Kathleen Yeates Phillips, was born in Danville, Virginia on June 8, 1947. 
About seventeen months after they were married Larry received a "Greetings!" 
letter from his Uncle Sam, and on October 14, 1968 he entered the U. S. Army 





Larry Heldreth, The Heldreth Family. All of the vital statistics and much of 
the information on this page is from this history of the Heldreth Family. 
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as a draftee. After training at Fort Bragg, North Carolina and Fort Lee, Vir- 
ginia, Larry was assigned to overseas duty during the war with Viet Nam, being 
stationed principally in Thailand. Following his discharge from the army, Larry 
continued his education and received a B.S. degree in Business Administration 
from Averett College and an M.B.A degree from the University of North Carolina. 
Larry now teaches in Danville Community College, Danville, Virginia, and his 
wife, Linda Jo - who holds a masters degree in education from the University of 
Virginia ~ is an elementary school teacher. 


Larry and Linda Jo are the parents of two children, both of whom were born 
in Danville, Virginia. Scott Anthony Heldreth was born on January 1, 1969. ) and 
now attends VPI at Blacksburg, Virginia. Christina Gaye Heldreth was born on 
June 15, 1976$2)and now attends elementary school in her home town of Dry Fork, 
Virginia. 

Larry Heldreth has the very desirable combination of being a very personable 
individual with a pleasing personality. There is nothing false here! He is 
genuine in every respect which is one way of saying he is free from hypocrisy 
or pretense. Moreover, he has a wonderful family to add to his abundance of 
assets. In 1978 he published a book titled THE HELDRETH FAMILY, and since he 
lives in the same Virginia county which was the home of our ancestors, he has 
a vast amount of information on the Dews family. Larry is active in the Danville 
Jaycees, The American Legion, and the Danville Historical Society. He is also 
a certified genealogist and was co-founder of the Virginia-North Carolina Gene- 
alogical Society. 


Charlies Alvin & Betty Blume Heldreth 
Their Children & Grandchildren 


From Left to right, front 
now: Rebecca & Christina 
Heldneth. Second row: 
Mancekla (Mike's wife), 
Sanah, Laura Lynn & Linda 
Jo Hekdneth, (Larry's wife). 
Thind now: Charles Alvin 
and Betty Blume Heldreth. 
Fourth now: Mike, Scott, 
and Lanny Heldreth. 


Sarah and Rebecca bekong 
to Mike and Marcella. 
Scott and Christina belong 
to Larry and Linda Jo. 


Photo - December, 1987. 





(1) Larry Heldreth, The Heldreth Family, p79-81 [Womack Press, Danville, VA 
1978]. 
(2) Ibid. 
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MICHAEL EUGENE HELDRETH (1949- ) = the second child born to 
Charles Alvin and Betty Blume Heldreth, was born on November 18, 1949, at 
Bluefield, West Virginia. Like his brother Larry, he spent his youth in 
Danville, Virginia, where he completed his elementary education and was 
graduated from George Washington High School. Mike completed high school 
in 1968 and received a degree in business administration from Virginia Poly- 
technical Institute, Blacksburg, Virginia, in 1972. He is now employed in 
the Production Control Department of the Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company 
in Danville, Virginia. In addition to his regular employment Michael owns 


and operates a convenience type grocery store near Dry Fork, Virginia. 


On January 8, 1977, Mike married Marcella Ann Noonkester, who was born 
in Danville, Virginia on September 25, 1950. Marcella's parents are Herman 
O. J. Noonkester and Elizabeth Ann Motley Noonkester. Michael and Marcella 
are now the parents of two daughters: Sarah Elizabeth born in 1979, and 
Rebecca Lynn born in 1983. For many years Marcella worked as an executive 
secretary and, notwithstanding her supervisory responsibilities over two 
lively girls, she continues to find time to do part time work in her field of 
expertise and to assist husband Michael in his spare-time business of oper- 


ating a convenience store. 


LAURA LYNN HELDRETH (1965- ) - the third child and only daughter 
of Charles Alvin and Betty Blume Heldreth was born in Danville, Virginia on 
June 29, 1965. After completing her elementary education Laura Lynn finished 
high school in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina in June of 1984 and in the fall 
of the same year she entered the University of South Carolina, [Coastal Branch 
in Myrtle Beach] from which she will receive her degree in June of 1988. Laura, 
like her grandmother Effie Dews Blume and her older brother Larry, elected to 
enter the field of education. She has completed her practice teaching in the 
classroom and when the 1988-89 school year commences some fortunate school 
will find her as a member of their faculty. 


111 


HERMAN TAYLOR DEWS (1889-1978) - was the 
second child and only son of Eugene Breckenridge and 
and Betty Ann Taylor Dews. He was born on October 19, 
1889 in the house that his father built on the Martin 
Luther Taylor farm near Ansted, West Virginia. Herman 
was only fourteen years old when his father died and 
his early life was not an easy one. He worked in and 
around the coal mines to help his sister Effie obtain 
enough college work to qualify as an elementary school | 
teacher. Then in 1909, at the age of twenty, he en- 
rolled as a student at Concord College in Athens, West 





Herman Taylor Dews 
on his 85th Birthday 
level was cut short when on July 19, 1910, he married October 19, 1974 


Virginia, but his pursuit of knowledge on the college 


Effie Noble at Victor, West Virginia. 


After his marriage Herman once again commenced working in the coal mines which, 
beside farming, was about the only occupation available to young men living 
in Fayette County, West Virginia at that time. Herman worked hard and obtained 
a set of mining text books and through self study prepared himself to take the 
state examination which was required in West Virginia before a person could be 
employed as a mine foreman. By the time the United States entered World War I, 
Herman was foreman of Elmo Mining Company which was a drift mine located on the 
north side of New River!’ about one mile down river from the present site of 
the New River Gorge Bridge. Daniel K. Flynn was the mine superintendent and he 
and Herman headed the operation for nearly twenty years before it fell victim 
of the great depression. 


For several reasons Herman never moved his family to company owned housing, 
which many referred to as "mining camps." He did not consider the mining com- 
munity the most desirable environment in which to rear children, and he felt 
that the schools located in the mining camps did not attract the outstanding 
teachers. Herman bought a home with a little acreage adjoining the one room, 
[later two room] Hess School located on the Chestnutburg Road, and here his 
three children grew up. For many years Herman, along with Frank Hess, George 
and T. I. Forsythe were trustees of the school and as such hired the teacher 
or teachers. 





(1) J. T. Peters and H. B. Carden, History of Fayette County, West Virginia, 
p 289-90. 


For a few years in the mid 1920's 
Herman tried the grocery store bus- 
iness and hired his neighbor, Ned 
Hess, to construct him a store building 
on the southwest corner or our property. 
He felt that this was a most strategic 
location because it was at the junct- 
ion of the Chestnutburg Road and the 
road leading to Parrish Town and Gay- 
mount Mountain. Because he knew very 


little about the business, but more so 


d a 


yf i ee ="; because of his much too liberal credit 
a a ae gee A i 


PT AROS rome Pn a -* policies, the business soon failed 
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and Herman was back in the coal mines. 
Herbert 1912 - Eli 1914 - Opal 1916 ‘ 
October 1985 photo of Herman's three He spent the last twenty or more of:hbis 


chikdnen. His Legacy to the human working years at Mill Creek Colliery 


nace. 
Company, the mine of which was located 
on Mill Creek a short distance upstream from Hawks Nest. 


Herman, like his grandmother Elizabeth Coleman Taylor, was somewhat 
secretive about his age. When I was about eleven or twelve years old Herman 
made an unwise, imprudent and ill considered decision to take me on a business 
trip with him to Charleston, West Virginia. While in the city Herman met an 


old friend that he had not seen for many years. The friend seeing me said to 


Herman: ''I did not know that you were married, much less have a son as old as 
this boy.'' Herman's immediate reply was that I was his little brother, [At 


this time in his life, if not in fact throughout all of his life, Herman in- 
sisted that his children call him by his first name]. I could not hold a 
straight face when Herman called me brother, and I let out a heinously mis- 
chievous laugh and Herman's secret about his family exploded. To stop the 
story of the incident from reaching mother Herman bought me an inexpensive 
wrist watch and reminded me that the ''joke" he had played on his friend by 
passing me off as his little brother should always be kept a secret between 
the two of us. Guess what happened that evening a very few minutes after we 
entered the door at home? Herman found that he made a very bad investment 
when he bought the wrist watch. 


Herman and Effie continued to live at the Chestnutburg Road home for many 
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years after their three offspring had married and flew the nest. Mother died 

in 1948 and about five years later [1953] Herman married Nannie Crouse Harrah 
and they moved to Orlando, Florida where he lived until his death on September 
23, 1978. Herman and Mother are buried in Highlawn Memorial Park at Oak Hill, 
West Virginia. The eulogy given by the Reverend [Dr.] Clarence Shirley Donnelly 
at the funeral of Herman T. Dews is a summary of his life. 


(1) 


"Herman Taylor Dews was present on this earth for 

88 years, 11 months and 6 days before God, his mak- 
er, called him from his earthly labors. Herman Dews, 
a member of the Ansted Methodist Church, was blessed 
with a long life and salvation. God permitted Her- 
man to remain with us nearly nineteen years beyond 
the three score years and ten. 


Herman DewS wasS a scion of one of Fayette Counties 
historic families. He was a grandson of Captain 
Samuel S. Dews who was the Company Commander of 
"C" Company, [in the service we call it Charlie Co- 
mpany], of the 60th Virginia Infantry Regiment. 
Captain Dews was a brave Confederate soldier and 
was wounded several times while leading his troops 
in battle. I have in my library a Confederate Sta-~- 
tes Army discharge (1) which bears the signature of 
Captain Samuel S. Dews. Since very few Confederate 
discharges were issued during the conflict, [with- 
out ceremony the southern soldiers just returned 

to their homes after Appomattox]. I treasure this 
historic piece of paper as one of the most valuable 
documents in my library. 


Herman Dews was not only a member of a patriotic 
family who has sent representatives to all of our 
wars, the family has also been a major contributor 
to the education of our citizens through such re- 
nown teachers as Maria and Nannie Dews, as well as 
others. 


The chief source of the livelihood of Herman Dews 
was from the coal mines. 


Each day I met him walking down the road, 

The shift was done and black was he with coal. 
The Little Lamp upon his cap was dimmed, 

But fine yet seemed tornouldern in his souk. 


IT marveled at his plunk, the fortitude, 
That cannied him into the heart of earth, 
To earn a night to substance up above, | 
I doubted that his wage had met his worth. 


Now 4oLemn neighbors gather from the mines, 
Strange weary sadness rules his old abode. 
The shift 44 done! I Look for him in vain! 
No more I See him walking down the road! 


Ibid. p 77 
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"Herman Dews lived in the most interesting eighty- 
eight years in the World's history. He lived 
during five major wars - the Spanish War, World 
War I, World War II, Korea and Vietnam. Herman 
lived during the period which saw the invention 

of the automobile, radio and television, the 
coming of the airplane, the conquest of space 

and man's landing on the Moon. He lived through 
the period that saw the development of paved 

roads to the development of the atomic bomb. 


Herman, who was born when Benjamin Harrison, 
the 22nd President was in office and lived to 
see eighteen other presidents enter office. 
Two, McKinley and Kennedy, were assassinated 
and one, Nixon, resigned from this high office. 


Should the end of life be less cheerful than 
its beginning? 


God is the architect who designed each of these 
events, but death is always a solemn thing. 
Herman has done alli that he can for his loved 
ones and they have done all that they can for 
him. 


Then, dear Lord, Thy will be done. 


"Tf a man die, shall he live again?" 


Jesus said: Because I Live ye shall Live also. 
In my Father's house there are many mansions, 
and I go to prepare a place for you. A place 
was prepared for Herman and God called him to 
His mansion, where there iS no pain and no 
sorrow. 


The Christian funeral is the last full measure 
of devotion. To live a Christian life is to 
be not afraid of death. Thus, so we should 
all live that when the summons comes for us 

to depart this life we know that we did our 
best during our alloted time on earth and 
will rejoin our loved ones in Quxz Father's 
Manston. 


Let us pray." 
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EFFIE NOBLE DEWS (1890-1948) - was the eldest dau- 
ghter and the third of seven children of John Henry Noble 
(1857-1916) and Nancy Ellen Cameron Noble (1861-1950). Un- 
like the paternal side of the Herman Dews family whose 
ancestors came to North America prior to the Revolutionary 
War, Effie Noble's Irish grandfather, Moses Noble, and his 
two brothers, Abe and Thomas Noble, landed in Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia, in 1827.1) Moses Noble went to Ohio where he met 


and married Fannie [or Fanny] Wise, who was of German Effie Noble Dews 





descent. Thomas Noble remained in Virginia, and report- [1946 photo] 


edly Abe Noble migrated to Pennsylvania. 


Effie, who was called Evie by most of her family and close friends, was 
born in Fayette County, West Virginia, on June 21, 1890. Like most youngsters 
of her generation who lived in a rural area, she attended a one room public 
school where she received her elementary education. At that time the school 
term was for only four or five months each school year, and by necessity Effie's 
formal education ended after completion of the eighth grade. Formal education 


aside, her common sense had no bounds and as Samuel Taylor Coleridge so aptly 


stated: : 
"Common Sense in an uncommon degree, 
14 what the world calls wisdom." 


Mother had the common sense to see things as they were and not how she 
hoped that they would be or should be. She attended the Duncan School which 
was located on the north side of Mill Creek near the community referred to 
locally as Willistown. The little school house was slightly over one mile 

[as the Crow flies] from the Chestnutburg Road home of the Noble family. For 
one or more terms her teacher was Aunt Maria Dews, for whom Mother had the 


greatest respect and admiration. 


Effie had just passed her twentieth birthday when she and Herman were 
married by the Reverend I. T. Marks at Victor, West Virginia, on July 19, 1910. 
Like her mother Nancy Ellen Noble, Effie was a "no nonsense" type of person 
who always: "told it like it was." Her words were as true as if they were 
contained in an affidavit. After their marriage she and Herman made several 
moves [all local] but when her children were growing up we lived on a small 
farm. Although we were rather poor, we hardly realized it because everything 


required to sustain life was available. We could boast of a completely separate 


(1) Oscar Noble (1884-1959), Few Remember, p 1 
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building, [located near the barn] which was used to house a facility now found 
in the bath room inside the main dwelling house. Unlike many present Johns, 
ours was of the wooden two-hole type, and although it could splinter and create 
a hazard to the health, it had a distinct advantage over most present day fa- 
cilities because two people, usually of the same sex, could make simultaneous 
use of the facility. At the time mother was raising a family of three children, 
electric power had not reached the rural area where we lived. At night our 
home was lighted by kerosene oil fuel and wick type lamps. These lamps were 
carried from room to room as need dictated. Mother had no washing machine to 
do the family laundry, moreover there was no refrigerator to preserve the food, 
and the rug sweeper was a straw broom with a wooden handle. Mother did the 


a Sag Se family laundry by scrubbing the clothes on a corrugated 





brass wash board placed on the inside of a fifty two quart 
galvanized tin wash tub. [When mother could catch the 
victims, the same tub was placed near the kitchen stove 

and used on Saturday night, or more often if necessary, 

f as a bathtub to scrub down her three little charges]. The 
wash water was heated in an oblong type boiler which fit 

: over a space on the combination coal and wood fired cook 

" stove in the kitchen. During fair weather when the laundry 


done in the rzurxak was done in the back yard the oblong tub was supported by 
aneas during the 
Late 19th and 

eanky 20th cen- boiled the white clothes and linens to make them 
tunies. For the 
day it was first 
nate and modern. rain water was the source of the mineral free water which 


bricks and a wood fire under the tub heated the water and 
whiter. Wooden barrels placed under roof gullies to capture 


was used for laundry purposes. [Drinking and cooking water was hand carried in 
buckets from a spring about one quarter of a mile from the house]. Laundry soap 
was home made. By necessity butchering time was in the late fall because cool 
weather was needed to keep the meat from spoiling before it could be cured by 

a combination of salt and hickory smoke, or in some instances by canning. Each 
fall mother made her laundry soap by boiling for twenty-four hours a mixture of 
animal fats, wood ashes and lye. After the concoction cooled the yearly supply 
of crude yellow soap was cut? bars measuring about two and one-half by five in- 
ches. The laundry chores were not complete with the washing of the linens and 
clothes. In the days before wrinkle proof man made fabrics were invented, the 
cloth was either cotton, linen or wool, all of which required ironing after they 


were washed. Since there were no electric irons, five to eight pound flat 


11/7 


irons which were heated on the coal and wood-fired stove, 
were used to iron or press each and every piece of 


clothing and flat-wear. It was therefore convenient, if 





not absolutely necessary, for a household to own more | 
than one flat iron, because when one iron was in use Regular Flat Inon 


pressing out the wrinkles, one or more irons could be grt SeLT EATING: AEAMICY: SHAG: 


Removable top and 
hardwood handle 
with shield. Is Belt 
heating and requires 
little attention. Uses 

ary charcoal ag 
fuel, is easily regu- 
la aly desired 


on the stove heating and ready to take their place in 


the ironing rotation when the iron in use lost its 


heat and dues away 
with a hot fire on 
rhgtley ng d 288 12 eae 
cael Sy 2.50 
‘2 : fe t . iron. Waske 

about 7 pounds 
No. 9K22066 Pric@ sig... ck ewes 87 


For many years Pappy Herman was the fire boss for Self heating Flat a Ft 


effectiveness through cooling. 





the coal mine located at Flmo, West Virginia. This used by "City Skickers" 
: . . Late 19th & eanky 20th 
job required that he make an inspection tour of the centuries. 


entire mine while using an unexposed flame safety lamp to test for deadly and 
explosive gasses before the regular work crew could enter the mine at 7:00 
o'clock in the morning. Consequently, the day for mother began at about three 
o'clock in the morning when she got up and built a fire in the cook stove, got 
breakfast and packed a lunch for Herman before he started on the three mile 
hike to Elmo. Breakfast usually consisted of fluffy biscuits, fried chicken, 
home fried potatoes, eggs and coffee. The whole coffee 
beans were cracked into small particles in the crank- 
operated coffee grinder and the biscuits were from 
scratch. About daylight mother would go to the barn 


and milk the cow and feed the livestock [chickens and 





hogs] before getting a second breakfast for her three 3 
little charges, [Herb., Eli and Opal] and sending them Hand operated 
ron ™ © coffee grinder 


off to school, mother used every 
MOXNANG.« 
Because of the lack of refrigeration, chicken was the regular and almost 


constant meat dish at our home in these early times. Since it was not un- 
common for the family of five to consume one or two [usually frying size] 
chickens at meal time and in school lunches each day, I ate so much chicken 
when I was growing up that today it is not first on my list of meat dishes. 

The chicken served at our house was always fresh. A few hours before meal 

time mother would capture the nearest unsuspecting spring rooster, wring off 
his head, and after he gave his last kick he went into the near scalding 

water which loosened the feathers for easy removal. After plucking the feathers 


she would take a sheet of newspaper, set it on fire and singe any remaining 
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fuzz or hair from the naked chicken. If a newspaper was not available [and the 
weekly issue of the Fayette Tribune was used very quickly] a few pages from a 
Sears, Roebuck, Bellas-Hess, Spiegel or Montgomery Ward catalogue could be 
substituted to supply the fuel for the singeing torch. 


Notwithstanding the lack of "modern" ways of doing household tasks, by 
Sheer determination and back-breaking toil, mother kept the family well fed, 
and she was the custodian of a near spotless house as was possible with three 
active youngsters aboard. As for dogs, cats and other pets, there was a well 
known but unwritten “off limits" sign at each door. Pets were well aware of 
the consequences of ever crossing the boundary line of the threshold. Mother 
permitted nothing to divert her attention from what she thought best for her 
family. Although not fanatically so, she was a religious person. She was also 
faithful and deeply loyal to her Eastern Star and White Shrine lodges. Her 
untimely death on April 10, 1948, at the young age of fifty-eight, was caused 
by cancer. Her final resting place is alongside her husband Herman in High- 


Cy 


HERBERT BRAXTON DEWS (1912- ) the oldest of the three children 
of Herman T. and Effie Noble Dews, was born on June 16, 1912. The cottage which 
was built by his grandfather, Brack Dews, on the Martin Luther Taylor farm on 
Chestnutburg Road near Ansted provided the setting for the entrance of this 
character upon the world's stage. From the very beginning Herb was a good actor. 
Indeed, very little time would have been needed to polish his acting skills to 
4 point which would place him [almost] in the class of our 40th President. His 


lawn Memorial Park at Oak Hill, West Virginia. 









demeanor was usually marked by seriousness, gravity and solemnity, but this 
was only a thin veneer which hid the tempestuous and turbulent soul underneath. 


[The name HERBERT has its origin in Medieval England. The name 
appears on English records for the first time in the Domesday 
Book of 1086, which was a record of property owners. The prefix 
"here" combined with "beort" signifies a soldier who was famous 


in war. The lion, which appears on the Herbert Coat of Arms, is 





the oldest known charge known to have been used on a Coat of Arms. 


HERBERT 


The first king to use a lion on his Coat of Arms was "Richard 
the Lion-Hearted" in 1179.1) 





(1) Hobbies - The Magazine for Collectors, Orlando Public Library, Orlando, FL 
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As it was with any typical young boy, Herb Dews experienced most of the 
growing up pains and pleasures which were prevalent in rural America during the 
early decades of the twentieth century. By necessity young boys [and girls also, 
I suppose] created their own instruments for entertainment and pastime. Some 
of the amusement devices which were by necessity fashioned by the user [there 
was no money for toys] were just as dangerous and unsafe as the skate boards and 
mud bikes parents buy for their children today. For the specific details on 
how Herb ended up with a broken leg, refer to the narrative pertaining to his 
cousin Garland Thomas on pages 101 and 102. 


When we were very young boys and living adjacent to the Hess School House 
on Chestnutburg Road, there was a period of time in our lives when the only re- 
ason for living was to go to the silent movies on Saturday night in Ansted. The 
show was always a western serial which required attendance every Saturday night 
in order to see how the star was going to extricate himself from the precarious 
situation in which he was left the week before, [during this time shows were 
held in Ansted only on Saturday night]. All hades, or moon phases, or tides, 
or biorhythms or a combination thereof were not strong enough to hold back the 
Saturday night migration to the Lyric Theater when it was featuring ARTIE CORD 
IN THE DAYS OF BUFFALO BILL. One Saturday evening a violent summer rainstorm 
hit the area of Chestnutburg and Ansted at about the very time the migration was 
to commence and Pappy Herman and Mother Evie decided that their two little Atrie 
Cord fiends must be barred from risking their lives to make the mile and one- 
half trek to Ansted. About the time the two rain drenched boys reached the gate 
of the front yard, the long arm of Pappy Herman [with some difficulty] had wres- 
tled them to the safety of the front porch and here is where the violent ex- 
plosion occurred. Herb commenced a crying tantrum that almost drowned out the 
thunder and noises of the falling sheets of rain. Herb's outburst of anger and 
rage, which was occasionally interspersed with an almost inaudible plea that 
said: 'I will never know what happened to Artie Cord,'’ lasted as long as the 
thunder storm which ended about midnight. It is not known for sure but, Herb 
may still be searching , groping, and most certainly hoping that somehow [some 
day] he will unearth the secret of how Artie Cord skillfully avoided certain 
death from the predicament in which he was left on the Saturday night before 
the rainstorm. 
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When we were young boys, one day in the ’ Hake EL 






early fall of the year, Herbert and I were THA INNocEenr 
down in the cornfield smoking cigarettes | 
[tobacco, not cornsilk]. I was at the back 
of a wheelbarrow the handles of which was 
made of pipe with, of course, a hollow 
center and I was facing the direction of 
the house, while Herb, to his undoing, was 
sitting on the front end of the muscle powered vehicle, looking in the opposite 
direction. Mother must have smelled the tobacco smoke because she came tip- 
toeing down through the rows of matured corn in the direction of her two in- 
nocents sons. Eli The Innocent saw her approaching long before she sighted her 
two sons, and without warning to brother Herb, he pushed his cigarette as far 
into the center of the metal pipe as it would possibly go, while Herb continued 
to puff away and make the tobacco smoke fly. Lack of oxygen in the pipe soon 
extinguished the evidence against Second Son, but Number One Son was caught red 
handed. Herb finally got the stub of his cigarette under his foot and was try- 
ing to tell Mother that the tobacco smoke which she was smelling must have been 
from a passerby walking down the road. Unfortunately for Herb, Mother was a 
master at separating truth from heifer dust and Number One Son was slapped with 
a guilty verdict. 


Although Herbert had several minor frailties he was a genius at deception 
and concealment. Some of his very close friends and associates were unaware 
of his inability to resist the temptations of seductive looking females. In 
his younger years, on occasion, he would buy a copy of PLAYBOY magazine. There 
was one incident when the girlie book got him in deep trouble - it was found in 
his room by Mother. She approached him with tears in her eyes and hurt in her 
heart that her unpretentious [and she thought naive] son would be tempted by 
such vile weaknesses of the flesh. Herb attempted to explain that he was at 
an agriculture seminar and one of his farmer friends [probably Poodle Cavendish] 
gave him a copy of a "Farm Magazine."’ Herb told her that he brought the mag- 
azine home without opening the cover page and discovering that it was indeed 
PLAYBOY and not PLOWBOY as it had been represented to him. 


Herbert graduated from Ansted High School in May of 1928, and by attending 


college and teaching on alternating years, he received a degree in chemistry 
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from Berea College in Kentucky 1n 1934. In January 1949 he received an M. A. 
degree in administration and supervision at West Virginia University. Herb 
taught school for nearly fourteen years before accepting the job as postmaster 
at Oak Hill, West Virginia, in 1949, a position he held until he retired in 
19733 


From February, 1942 to December, 1945, Herbert was answering the call for 
military service during World War II. Following basic training he was placed 
on detail at the University of Illinois for the purpose of attending their 
Meteorology School, after completing this specialty training Herbert was assig- 
ned as a meteorologist with the U. S. Army Air Corps. He saw service in the 
Asiatic-Pacific theater of operations and was awarded several decorations, 
including the Philippine Liberation Medal, the Asiatic-Pacific Service Medal 
with two campaign stars, the American Theater Medal and the Good Conduct Medal. 
Herbert is past president of the Oak Hill Lions Club, a member of Masonic Lodge 
No. 113 at Ansted, West Virginia, and the National League of Postmasters. 


On November 26, 1937, at Catlettsburg, Kentucky, Herbert 
married Geneva Rebecca Vogt, a daughter of Charles W. and Sally 






Florence Vogt. Geneva was born at Sewell, West Virginia, on July 
10, 1910. She was educated at West Virginia Tech at Montgomery sete 
and Marshall University in Huntington both in her home state of Vogt 


West Virginia, and at Duke University in North Carolina. Geneva taught in the 


ita 

at | 
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public schools of Fayette County for thirty-six years. Herbert and Geneva have 
one child, Carol Geneva Dews, who was born at Oak Hill, West Virginia on Jan- 
uary 17, 1945. Herbert and Geneva are now retired and make their home in Oak 


Hill, West Virginia. 


CAROL GENEVA DEWS (1945- ) - daughter and only child of Herbert 
Braxton and Geneva Vogt Dews was born at Oak Hill, West Virginia, on January 
17, 1945. Carol attended elementary school in her home town and graduated 
from Collins High School, Oak Hill West Virginia, in June of 1963, and in the 
fall of the same year she entered Concord College at Athens, West Virginia. 
Since both of her parents were teachers at one time or another, Carol entered 
the College of Education where she majored in biology and music. 
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Carol Dews was a most attractive young 
lady and this feature coupled with her 
outgoing personality brought her pop- 
ularity and recognition not often 
given to freshmen in college. During 
her first year at Concord both the 
Phi Alpha Chi and Phi Omega Rho fra- 


ternities sponsored her as a candidate 








for Homecoming Queen. 





, | . | ae While at Concord Carol met Emory 
x \ 5 a ar ais |. ‘@ David Pettrey, another student who 

‘ Sete ie eal | 
ae ; i : : felt that Carol should be some kind 
ean Welony. “Scan Michelle 
Deows David ou a of Queen and he made her part of his 


Petiney Pectrey royal family when they were married 
[photo 4 July HOU eet = OEY y ”: y 


at Pearisburg, Virginia in 1967. David is the son of Pete and Jean Pettrey 

and was born at Rainelle, West Virginia, on January 19, 1948. Carol and David 
now have two children, Michelle Lee who was born at Bluefield, West Virginia 

on November 30, 1968, and is now in college at Glenville, West Virginia. Their 
son Sean David was born at Oak Hill, West Virginia, on September 29, 1973 and 

is now in high school. Since leaving college David has been employed in ex- 
ecutive positions with several corporations, including radio stations, insurance 
business, county governments, loan officer with a savings and loan association, 
and presently he owns and operates a retail hardware business in Fayetteville, 
West Virginia, where Carol is a teacher at Fayetteville Middle School. 





“- eae Pa 
—— Poca ms ba Pe 


EL! MADISON DEws (1914- ) = the second child and number II son of Her- 
man T. and Effie Noble Dews arrived on the scene at about 7:00 o'clock P. M. 
on Sunday, January 18, 1914. Dr. L. O. Fox, a grade school classmate of pappy 
Herman was in attendance, and the place was the same house located on great~ 
grandfather Martin Luther Taylor's farm which also witnessed the birth of Aunt 
Effie [Thomas, Blume], dad Herman Taylor Dews and brother Herbert Braxton Dews. 
Aunt Essie Dews [Dove], then about thirteen years old, was living at Grandpap 


Taylor's and attending the one room Hess School located on the Chestnutburg 
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Road. Many times she has told her nephew about the stop she made at Herman's 
house to see the new arrival while she was on her way to school the following 
day. Essie said this early Monday morning was blistery cold and that the 
ground was covered with closely packed snow that produced a crunching sound 


with every footstep. 


According to mother Effie, who was called Evie by her close friends, the 
name selection process for her second son was a long drawn out affair that was 
almost equal to the Jewish rite of circumcision. Pap Herman proposed the name 
Henry. He allowed that it would be nice to to have all male members of the 
family with a name that commenced with the letter "H", i.e., Herman, Herbert 
and now Henry. Mother immediately vetoed the name Henry on the basis that 
there would be a natural tendency for everyone to shorten the nom de plume to 
HEN and she wanted no son of hers answering to the name of a barnyard fowl. 

The next name proposed was Samuel, which throughout the family history had been 
the given name of several Dewses including great grandfather, Captain Samuel S. 
Dews, and here is where mother exercised her second veto. Mother said that she 
had no major objection to Samuel if she thought it would remain in that form. 
Neither was she concerned that the name would inevitably be shortened by many 
of his contemporaries to Sam. But she was completely opposed to the name 
because it would be corrupted by a few to such nicknames as Sammie and Sambo, 
which to her were intolerable forms of ridicule. While all of the discussion 
of a name for the newborn boy was progressing the front door opens and there 
enters great grandmother Elizabeth Coleman Taylor, a strong willed person who 
usually had her way and who most always dominated all decision making processes 
in which she was involved. Lizzy, as she was affectionately known, was partial 
to Biblical names and especially fond of Eli, the name she had given to her only 
son, Eli Joshua Taylor. Mother sensed at once that this short name would be 
difficult to corrupt and she immediately agreed to the name Eli for her second 
son. Whether mother agreed to the name Eli because it was a short name, or 
whether the resoluteness, determination and powerful will exhibited by Lizzy 
Taylor when she suggested the name was the principal consideration will never 
be known. Mother viewed the middle name as being so much extra baggage and 
had no objection when Pappy Herman settled on the name Madison, which was the 


given name of one of his early school teachers, Madison QO. Hess.'!? 


Warning was given in the Foreword that more space might be given to the 
exploits of one person over others simply because more information was obtain- 
able about that particular individual. Since the author is completely knowl- 


(1) Peters and Carden, History of Fayette County, West Virginia, p 517, lists 
the name Madison 0. Hess as being one of the early school teachers of 
Fayette County. 
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edgeable concerning the accomplishments, failures, weaknesses, adventures, and 
misadventures of Fli Madison Dews, the accounts and descriptions of his acts, 
deeds and misdeeds will be reduced, hopefully, to a tolerable level. Also, 

to prevent this chronicle from ever becoming an X-Rated publication, one heck 


of a lot about this character will be omitted entirely. 


After graduating from Ansted, West Virginia, High School in 1931, Eli 
attended Dunsmore Business College in Staunton, Virginia, for a few months 
but for financial reasons had to withdraw. The Great Depression was near its 
lowest level at that time and jobs were either nonexistent or extremely hard 
to find. Since the coal mines worked a few days each month, Eli convinced his 
neighbor, Jim Pridemore, a sixty-six year old crippled miner, that he needed 
a partner to help him operate the two rooms that he was working on 9th Right 
in the Mill Creek mine located near Hawks Nest. This coal mine which was on 
the branch line of the C & O Railroad connecting the main line at Hawks Nest 
to the town of Ansted was owned and operated by William H. Evans of Ansted. 


Jim Pridemore was a man possessed with sagely characteristics and despite 
his lack of formal education he was a profoundly wise man, and he was without 
doubt worthy of the title he held as ''The Chestnutburg Philosopher.'' Jim was 
not known to be a religious person and when aroused he could spew out curse 
words that would make a Missouri Mule Skinner blush. Jim did not believe that 
God made man in His own image, instead he believed that man made God in his 
image. His reasoning was that man who was supposed to be the highest form of 
animal life yet could not devise ways to provide for himself nor live in peace 
with his neighbor, could not possibly be anything resembling the Power which 
created the Universe. Jim Pridemore could neither read nor write but his knowl- 
edge of the events of the time was astounding. His wife [Minnie] would read to 
him every word in the weekly newspaper and The Mine Workers Journal, which were 
in most cases the only publications received in the homes of coal miners. Like 
most coal miners of his day [aside the family] the three people who mattered 
most was Jesus Christ, John L. Lewis [President of the United Mine Workers of 
America] and President Franklin D. Roosevelt. After Roosevelt was frustrated 
in his attempt to pack the Supreme Court and Congress balked on some of his New 
Deal welfare programs, Jim believed that the President should abolish [at least 
temporarily] both institutions. He said that the United States at that time 
[in the early 1930's] stood in somewhat the same position in history that Rome 
did just before the Christian Era. He allowed that we were awaiting for our 
Caesar and that Roosevelt would do for a starter, even though he felt that he 
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was not strong enough physically to do the job. He believed that the nation was 
in such a political and economic mess that only a very strong dictator could 
straighten it out and he hoped that whoever came along would be benevolent to 

the people who had to toil for a living. In spite of his desire for a leader 

on a "white horse," paradoxically Jim was intensely anti-Communist and believed 
strongly in the free enterprise system. He maintained that where the people 
have no property rights, there could be nothing short of a complete loss of their 
personal freedom and all human rights. He believed that the experiences people 
have do not differ too much. He insisted that it is the reaction of the indiv- 


idual to these experiences that creates the difference. 


At the Mill Creek mine Eli and Jim loaded coal for 35¢ per ton. This was 
not a net income figure because from this amount they had to buy explosives to 
blast the coal down from its seam, purchase the carbide to fuel their open flame 
lamps, pay the blacksmith to sharpen their tools and, of course, provide the 
capital for the purchase Of picks, shovels, augers with which to drill blasting 
holes in the coal, along with other items necessary to extract the coal from a 
seam which was only about thirty-six inches thick. The largest amount of money 
Eli ever earned at this occupation was $18 during a two week pay period and, 
this extraordinary large amount was reached only because he had six days of day- 
work on the outside tipple dumping coal from the two-ton bank cars into a chute 
which carried the coal to railroad cars. This day-work paid $2.25 for an eight 
hour day. 


After several months in the coal mining business, Eli and Jim Pridemore 
encountered a sand blade which ran diagonally across their mining operations 
and after several days of backbreaking work this immovable object was still not 
penetrated. However, during all of this time there was the expense of buying 
dynamite to blast the sand blade and pay the blacksmith to sharpen the picks 
and other tools this obstacle to operations dulled each day. Since no coal was 
being loaded no money was being earned [but expenses continued to accumulate | 
and it was at this point that the promising mining career of Eli Dews ended 
SINE DIE! 


Even though an amiable, harmonious and pleasant partnership which was for- 
med by two great friends was being dissolved, Jim Pridemore, The Chestnutburg 
Philosopher, was overcome with admiration and pride when Eli announced to him 
that he was going to enlist in the U. S. Army. Many years ago the Philosopher 
had listened to a reading of the Preamble of the United States Constitution, 
and he strongly believed that the Federal Government had an obligation to provide 
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for the common defense and to promote the general welfare of its people. He 
said it was no accident that general welfare was listed second to common 
defense and that the word "provide" was much stronger than the word "promote" 
and indicated an obligation, whereas "promote" indicated that our wise fore- 
fathers intended that the Federal Government should merely create a favorable 
economic and political climate wherein its citizens could provide for their own 
welfare. The Philosopher did not believe in government interference in the 
private affairs of its citizens because he said, the Creator had designed ways 
for caring for all creatures including the birds that fly, but he did not throw 
their food directly into their nest. He said that all levels of government 
could provide no greater social service than to keep its citizens free and alive 
and he was extremely proud that his young mining partner would soon be helping 
to provide for the defense of his country. 


In 1933 it was not easy to enlist in the United States Army, which at that 
time had an active force of about 120,000 officers and men. Several months 
after Eli made application to enlist in the army the recruiting officer mailed 
his call of acceptance and, on July 15, 1933, he was enlisted and assigned to 
Company E, 10th Infantry, with station at Fort Thomas, Kentucky. At this time 
the monthly pay of a Private in the United States Army was $17.50. Eli was 
nineteen years old when he made application for enlistment and, thinking that 
his chances for being accepted would be improved if he added another year to 
his age, he listed his date of birth as January 18, 1913. Since brother 
Herbert was born on June 16, 1912, and the two dates indicated that there was 
only seven months difference between the ages of the two sons of Herman T. 
and Effie Dews [years later when brother Herb found out about how close we were, 
on paper, to being twins a minor uproariously development ensued. Inasmuch as 
Herb had been to college and had a smidgen of biology, he felt that this age 
differential would create a strange biological feat and might even be embar- 
rassing if by chance the personnel records of the brothers might come under 
Simultaneous review by some unenlightened person, especially if that person was 
some government bureaucrat. Although Eli thought it was funny, Herb was dis- 
turbed and, the tranquility of his usually calm composure was temporarily de- 
stroyed because he could find nothing amusing about this unusual [and serious] 
state of affairs. 


While serving with the 10th Infantry Eli was awarded a commission as a 


Second Lieutenant in the United States Army Reserve Corps, and when he was dis- 
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charged in 1936 he was called to active duty and assigned as an officer with the 
Civilian Conservation Corps. He served with the CCC for nearly five years, all 
in his native State of West Virginia. Eli was the youngest company commander 

in the United States when at the age of twenty-three he was placed in charge 

of Camp Rowen at Union, West Virginia, in the fall of 1937. 


On May 8, 1938, at Catlettsburg, Boyd County, Kentucky, Eli married Mildred 
Irene Nickell of Lookout, West Virginia and took his new bride to Beverly, near 
Elkins, where he was the commanding officer of CCC Camp Tygart. A few months 
later he was reassigned to be the Commanding Officer of Company 2586, Camp F-6, 
at Durbin, West Virginia, where he remained until June of 1941. At this time 
Europe had a full sized fight going on, and the clouds of war were hanging low 
of North America. Eli was called back to the regular army and was assigned as 
a training officer with the Infantry Replacement Training Center at Camp Croft, 
South Carolina. A few weeks after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor he was 
transferred to the 44th Infantry Division at Fort Dix, New Jersey, where he was 
assigned to the 114th Infantry Regiment which was under the command ef Colonel 
[later Lieutenant General] Manton S. Eddy. From Fort Dix the Division was moved 
to Camp Claiborne, Louisiana, however it remained there for only a few months 
before being reassigned to Fort Lewis, Washington. Here in the Pacific Northwest 
the Division was detailed to guard the coasts of the States of Washington and 
Oregon. This job was to last for nearly two years before the command was re- 
organized for combat. Under the reorganization Eli [who was now a Captain] was 
assigned to commandCompany I, 324th Infantry, which unit he led through basic 
training, field exercises and maneuvers at Fort Polk, Louisiana, then addition- 
al combat training at Camp Phillips, Kansas, before embarking for Europe where 
the Division was assigned to the U. S. 7th Army which was under the command of 
Lieutenant General Alexander M. Patch. Eli led this Infantry rifle company 
through four major campaigns, Northern France, Ardennes [Battle of the Bulge] 
the Rhineland and Central Europe. His unit was engaged in 144 days of continuous 
front line combat during the fall and winter of 1944-45. Ernie Pyle, the famous 
war correspondent, had this to say about the Infantryman: 


"Every American ought to do at 
least one hour of combat duty 
Infantry style. 


That's not a practical idea and 
we know it. But until a man has 
done a doggie's job he simply 
doesn't know the score. 
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He doesn't know how danger punishes 
the human nervous system. He can't 
imagine what it's like to creep down 
a street of empty houses wondering if 
they're really empty as they look. 


Hearing window shades flap and doors 
creak and expecting the crack of a 
Karbiner or the burp of a Jerry MG - 
the last sound on earth. 


He doesn't know how much guts it takes 
to move forward a yard, a foot, an inch. 
How a secondcan seem a year and a 
minute an eternity. 


Until he has lived and fought in the mud 
and blood, he can't realize what an 
all-time miracle a doughboy is. To 
stick in there day after day after day. 
And night after night after night." (1) 


In addition to several service medals, Eli was awarded the CIB, the Bronze Star 


for Valor and the Purple Heart for service in Europe during World War II. 


Remaining in the army after the war in Europe, Eli spent 
four years as an ROTC instructor at Gary, Indiana high 
schools and at Augusta Military Academy in Virginia be- 
fore being ordered to take up arms again in the Korean 
conflict.Here he added two more campaign stars to his 
battle ribbons along with the Commendation Medal, the 


United Nations Medal and a citation from the Government of 





Fei M. Dews - Korea. After Korea he was assigned to duty as a Unit 
Pree ee Advisor for the Army Reserve with station at Morgantown, 
West Virginia. Here he had supervision over the training 
of reserve units located in Morgantown, Fairmont, Kingwood, Thomas, Romney, 
Keyser, Martinsburg and Charles Town. After nearly twenty-three years in the 
military service he retired from active duty in the grade of Major on July 31, 


1956. 


While stationed in Morgantown, Eli earned thirty semester hours of college 
credit at West Virginia University. After retirement he moved with his family 
to Gainesville, Florida, where he entered the University of Florida and grad- 
uated with honors from the College of Business Administration on January 30, 


1960. After graduating from the University Eli went to work for the Federal 


a  ——— 
(1) Ernest Taylor Pyle, The Stars and Stripes, Tuesday, October 24, 1944. 
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Deposit Insurance Corporation as a commercial bank examiner. As with most of 
the Federal Agencies which supervise banking activities, Washington, D. GC. is 
also the National Headquarters of the FDIC which has several Regional Offices 
located throughout the country. Eli was assigned to the Atlanta, Georgia 
Regional Office with field headquarters in Lakeland, Florida, where he worked 
for three years before the field office was moved to Orlando in 1963. Although 
his group was responsible for the examination of banks in Central Florida, it 
was not confined to that area alone and on several occasions he found himself 
examining banks in Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana and Mississippi. He was also 
with the group that was assigned to foreclose the six billion dollar Franklin 
National Bank in New York City in October, 1974. While with the FDIC the Cor- 
poration made a reasonable attempt to complete his education by sending him to 
Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois, to learn trust administration and 
operations. In addition he holds a Standard and Graduate Certificate from the 
American Institute of Banking along with diplomas from several Inter-agency 
banking schools held in Washington, D. C. After nearly seventeen years as a 


commercial bank examiner, Eli retired from his second career in May of 19/6. 


Eli and his wife Mildred had been married for over twenty-eight years when 
she fell victim of cancer and died on December 20, 1966. She is buried in 
Greenwood Cemetery in Orlando, Florida. In 1968 Eli married Evelyn Zimmerman 
Crandall who had been a high school classmate and was then teaching at West 
Virginia Institute of Technology at Montgomery, West Virginia. Evelyn had been 
a widow for about thirteen years and was living in Glen Ferris, West Virginia. 
Because they both have nomadic traits, since retirement Eli and Evelyn have 
spent considerable time seeing the world. They make their home in Orlando, 
Florida where both are active in civic and fraternal organizations and the 
affairs of the Presbyterian Church. In addition to being a member of the Sons 
of the American Revolution, Eli has advanced to a 32° Mason and belongs to 
the Bahia Shrine and its Legion of Honor in Orlando. He is a past commander 
[1983-84] of the Central Florida Chapter of the Military Order of the Purple 
Heart. He holds life memberships in both the Retired Officers Association and 
its Central Florida Chapter. He is a member in perpetuity of National Sojourn- 
ers and the Heroes of '76. He is also a member in perpetuity of the Military 
Order of the World Wars, which he served as Commander of the Central Florida 
Chapter during 1980-81. He also holds membership in the Sons of the 
Confederate Veterans and holds the office of Lieutenant Commander 


of his chapter of The Military Order of The Stars and Bars. 
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I HAVE COUNTED MY MANY BLESSINGS. 
MANY, MANY THANKS, DEAR GOD 


God has been exceedingly good and kind to me. 

He permitted me to be born in the United States of America. 

He provided me with God loving, law abiding and honest parents. 

And, the Guardian Ang@l He assigned to guide ny destiny is a genius. 


This Guardian Angel has influenced events in my life, 

That could not have been possible through chance alone. 

He escorted me safely through the perils of my childhood. 

And He guarded me through the folly of my youth. 

Through His grace alone, 

He provided protection during the immaturity and recklessness of early man- 
hood. 


During World War II, 

He was my shield during nearly twelve months of front line Infantry combat. 
And He was my bodyguard during one year of war in Korea. 

He kept watch over me in several crossings of the Atlantic and Pacific. 
Also, He provided me safety in several crossings of my native land, 

In addition to Europe, Asia, the Middle East, parts of Africa and the 
South Pacific. 


He has provided adequately for my material well being. 

He has furnished me with many friends and compatible companions, 
Without whom life would have been intolerable. 

He provided me with the determination to obtain a college education, 
And, not a single day of involuntary unemployment has been experienced. 


He has provided me with good general health. 
And he stood beside my bed during several major surgical operations. 


Thank You, Guardian Angel. 
Thank you, God. 


ELi Madison Dews. 


JOHN DANIEL DEws - (1940- ) - the only child of Eli M. and 


Mildred Nickell Dews, was born at Durbin, Pocahontas County, West Virginia 

on February 29, 1940. At that time his father was the Commanding Officer of 
CCC Camp F-6, Company 2586 at Thornwood, which at one time was the location 

of a large lumber mill operation on the east branch of the Greenbrier River. 
For many years during his childhood John hardly knew that he had a home be- 
cause he and his mother moved from one army post to another as his dad changed 
assignments. From Durbin, West Virginia to Spartanburg, South Carolina, to 
Alexander, Louisiana, to Olympia and Port Angles, Washington, to Bandon and 


1S. 


Seaside in Oregon, and then to Salina, Kansas, Ra rr ea owen 
before they moved to Charleston, West Virginia | ee soup 

to live with his aunt Celeste Nickell Gunnoe 
while his dad was in Europe with the 44th In- 
fantry during World War II. 





John attended his first school in Gary, 





Indiana, when in 1946 he was enrolled in a | | WY, : 
Luthern Church school. After his parents moved |§ ce _t 
to Verona, Virginia, he attended elementary John Daniek Sharon Barnett 


Dews Dews 
school in the nearby town of Mount Sidney, then Sharon received her Masters 


degree from Southern Miss., 


to the military dependents’ school at Fort 
in 1984. 


Knox, Kentucky, which was followed by two terms 

at Charleston [Kanawha City] West Virginia prior to going to Morgantown, West 
Virginia where he finished junior high school. Following four years in the city 
schools of Morgantown, John went with his family to Gainesville, Florida, where 


he completed high school and earned a BSBA degree from the University of Florida. 


Before completing high school, John had enlisted in the U. S. Army Reserves 
and between the time he finished high school and entered college he spent six 
months with the regular army where he received basic and advanced training in 
the artillery branch. On April 10, 1962, John and a University coed by the 
name of Sharon Barnett [see above] of Jacksonville, Florida, skedaddled to King- 
sland, Georgia [the Gretna Green of the southeast] and were married. Their 
first child, Denise’ Gaile, was born at Jacksonville, Florida on February 6, 
1963, and that same year John received his college degree on December 21. In 
March of 1964 he entered Officer Candidate School at Lackland Air Force Base in 
Texas and was commissioned a Second Lieutenant on July 1, 1964. His first as- 
signment was a five year tour at Warner Robins Air Force Base in Georgia, where 
his son John Wilder was born on October 9, 1966. 


With periods of duty as a student at the Air Force College at Maxwell Field, 
Alabama, followed by tours of duty in California and Colorado, John was as- 
signed to duty with the Missile Command at Grand Forks, North Dakota. In 
August, 1973 he was given an overseas assignment to Thailand, and upon return 
to the States he was on duty with United Air Lines in Chicago for about one 


year before he was assigned to duty with Headquarters United States Air Force 
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in Washington, D. C. John was promoted to Major shortly after being assigned 
to the Pentagon where he spent nearly five years before being reassigned to 
head the Management Engineer Section at Kessler Air Force Base at Biloxi, 
Mississippi, in June of 1980. After over twenty years with the Air Force, 
John retired in August, 1984 and accepted employment as a management consult- 
ant at one of the leading hospitals in Clearwater, Florida. For many years 
John has been active in youth groups and has coached young boys in both base- 
ball and football. He belongs to the Masonic order and holds life memberships 
in both the Retired Officers Association and the Military Order of the World 
Wars. In 19/76 he was listed by the United States Jaycees as one of the Out- 


standing Young Men of America:'? 


DENISE GAILE DEWS (1963- _) daughter - 
of John Daniel and Sharon Barnett Dews, was born |; 
in Jacksonville, Florida, on Wednesday, February 
6, 1963. She lived in Gainesville, Florida 


while her dad was completing work for his degree 





at the University of Florida, but she commenced 


q 


her travels at a very early age when in the a 1 a 

spring of 1964 she and her mother joined her dad ¥ é oe a 

at Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio, Texas. Denise! Gaile Dews 
; ae Granddaughter 

From Texas she accompanied her family to Warner of the author 

Robins Air Force Base in Georgia. She graduated [1985 photo] 


with honors from the Air Force Base Nursery School in 1967 which was the start 
of a formal learning experience which was to last for nearly seventeen years. 
From Georgia [following a few detours] Denise’ went to Grand Forks, North 
Dakcta where she lived for about five years before her dad went to Thailand, 
and she and her mother and brother John W. returned to Gainesville, Florida 

to await his return from the wars. After Gainesville she spent one year in 
Chicago, Illinois, before moving to Fairfax, Virginia where she completed 
high school. From Fairfax she moved with her family to Biloxi. Mississippi 


where her dad was assigned to Kessler Field. Denise’ spent one semester at 


(1) Outstanding Young Men of America, 1976 Edition, p 211. 


133 


the University of Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg before she decided to re- 
turn to Biloxi and enter Jefferson Davis Community College. She completed her 
upper division work at the University of West Florida in Pensacola where she 
was awarded a BS degree in social work in 1984. She is now employed by an agen- 
cy of the State of Florida in its Health and Rehabilitating Services Division. 


Children of parents who make the military service a career make frequent 
moves, and this does not allow for deep roots to develop in any location. This 
can be an objectionable feature or it can be a great advantage. It seems, how- 
ever, that the benefits are much greater than the few unfavorable aspects. 

Living in different parts of the country [and the world] and traveling tend to 
remove parochial views and thoughts and we become aware of the adage that: "Man's 


burden is himself." 





Drws 


Daniel and Sharon Barnett Dews was born at Warner 
Robins[Houston County] Georgia, on October 9, 1966. 
Although he has been tormented with diabetes since 
he was about two years old [a physical defect that 
some would consider an insurmountable obstacle] he 
did not permit it to establish itself as a deterrent 


to his pursuit of a normal life. For many years he 





has been his own doctor in administering his daily - 


John Wikder Dews 
Grandson of 


tor he has always been active in most sports. the author 
[1988 photo] 


shots of insulin. As a participant and as a specta- 


Like his sister Denise’ he has changed schools as his dad changed assign- 
ments in the U. S. Air Force. He has attended public schools in Gainesville, 
Florida, Grand Forks, North Dakota, Chicago, Illinois, Fairfax, Virginia and 
Biloxi, Mississippi, where he finished high school. "J" has attended St 
Petersburg Florida Junior College, the University of West Florida at Pensacola, 


and is now in his senior year in the College of Business Administration at the 
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University of South Florida in Tampa. His goal is to be a stock broker or a 
banker but it is felt that he could be easily persuaded to shift directions on 


short notice if substantial monetary gain were used as bait. 


So far as concerns the Eugene Breckenridge Dews branch of the family tree, 
John Wilder Dews is the end link in a long chain of Dewses. As shown by the 
descendent chain below, there are about 215 years between the birth of William 
Dews, Sr., and his far away grandson, John W. 









During the two centuries represented by this chain of descent, 
ag each generation experienced their unique strug- 
has gles. Almost every generation had 
wars, panics or depressions, 
along with unknown 
personal hard- 
ships and 


SOILFOWS « 
Eight Generations 


OPAL MAY DEWS (1916-1986) - the only daughter and the 
last of the three children of Herman T. and Effie Noble 
Dews was born on October 26, 1916. Like her two brothers, 
she came into this world on the Martin Luther Taylor farm, 
but the house in which she was born was located on the south- 





east section of his property which jutted toward the com- 


iy munity known as Parrish Town. A few years after she was 
ms 
Chia born the family moved to property which they purchased ad- 
eee ai jacent to the Hess School on the Chestnutburg Road. For a 
OV 
short time, after high school Opal attended Lees McRae Junior 


1 ps College at Banner Elk, North Carolina. 
et (Ac ae 
EP We earthlings do not have the capacity to understand 


the wisdom of Deity and why He does not always pave a smooth 





road through life for the people to whom He gave a heart of 
gold and an extraordinary compassion for other human beings. Opal Dews was 
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endowed with these characteristics but it is doubtful that history will record 
that the periods of distress and the periods of happiness in her life were in 

complete balance. She was a graduate LPN from McMillian Hospital in Charleston 
West Virginia, and like her great aunt and namesake, May Dews, she devoted the 
major part of her life caring for other people. Harry Emerson Fosdick, one of 
the best known Protestant preachers the United States has ever produced, de- 
scribed a philosophy of life using two well known bodies of water that have ex- 


isted since Biblical times, he said: 


"The Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea are made of the same water. 
It flows down, clear and cool, from the heights of Harmon and the 
roots of the cedars of Lebanon. 

The Sea of Galilee makes beauty of it, for the Sea of Galilee has 
an outlet. 

It gets to give. It gathers in its riches that it may pour 

them out again to fertilize the Jordan plain. 

But the Dead Sea with the same water makes horror. 

For the Dead Sea has no outlet. It gets to keep." 


Opal Dews was like the Sea of Galilee. She was not selfish. She had an outlet. 


She was still a teenager when she married Morris Williams, who was for 


many years a foreman at the Union Carbide 





Corporation plant at Alloy, West Virginia. : 
Opal and Morris had two daughters, Ernestine Opal W. Grimm 
Carol and Terry Lynn. Several years after the GLEN FERRIS — Mrs, Opal Williams 
; ; , ; Grimm, 70, died Thursday at a Mont- 
children were grown this marriage ended in gomery hospital following a short ill- 
ness. 
divorce and Opal married Merle Grimm. At an Born Oct. 26, 1916, at Ansted, she was 


the daughter of the late Herman and 


: Effie Mae Noble Dews. 
early hour on Christmas Day [Thursday, December Me Grin) uae & relitea: linensea 


25, 1986] Opal died suddenly of a heart attack the penevery Gon eee 
the Glen Ferris United Methodist 


which was only about six months after the Church and was a member of the Ka- 
nuga Club. 
death of her second husband, Merle Grimm. urvivors include two daughters, Er- 


nestine Haag of Chatham, N.J., and 
Terry O'Dell of Summersville; two 
brothers, Herbert Dews of Oak Hill and 
Eli Dews of Orlando, Fla., and six 
grandchildren. 

Services will be Saturday at 11 a.m. at 
the Glen Ferris United Methodist 
Church with the Rev. Ross James offi- 
ciating. Entombment will be in High 
Lawn Memorial Park Mausoleum at 
Oak Hill. . 

Friends may call today from 6 PT to 
9 p.m. at the Combs-Pennington Funeral 
Home in Gauley Bridge and at the 
church one hour prior to services. 





Brother - Opak - Cousin 
ELK Dews Eugene 
Dews Grimm Dempsey 
[photo November 9, 1986] 
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ERNESTINE CAROL WILLIAMS (1936- ) - daughter of Morris and Opal Dews 
Williams was born at Ansted, West Virginia on May 22, 1936. After graduating 
from Gauley Bridge, West Virginia high school she accepted employment as a 
stewardess with American Air Lines a position she held until she met and married 
Gayle Williams a Wall Street stock broker. [Ernestine still works for this air 
line as a part time supervisor]. She and Gayle are the parents of three charm- 
ing daughters with intelligence that matches their attractiveness. Deborah, 


eg “the eldest daughter, was born on January 


29, 1960. She graduated from the Uni- 
versity of South Carolina with a degree 
in journalism and now works for a firm 

' in Greenville, SC. Jennifer the number 
II daughter was born on October 11, 1961. 
She commenced her college work at Kent 
State College in Ohio and is now enroll- 
ed in California State College at Sacra- 
mento where she is working toward a de- 
2. gree in philosophy. Leslie Gayle was 

| db born on November 4, 1966. After several 
F Be ; semesters at Rutgers University in New 


. ERNESTINE AND HER FAMILY Jersey she now attends a fashion and de- 
From right, standing: Step-son Gary Rob- 

ent Haag [8-6-65] daughter Jennifer Leigh sign school in New York City. 

Williams [10-11-61] daughter Deborah Lynn ; 
Williams [1-29-60] step-daughter Lorie Ernestine and Gayle were divorced 
FLfen Haag [1-13-61]. Sitting: Enxnestine 
Witkiams Haag and her husband Robert G. 





and she married Robert G. Haag an 


Haag. Holding the family Livestock is Insurance Executive, and they make 
daughter Leslie Gayle Wikliams [11-4-66] 
(1987 photo]. their home in Chatham, New Jersey. 


Since none of these WILLIAMS girls have yet changed their name, 
a bit of history of the name seems to be in order. "The name Will- 
iam was introduced into England in 1066 by the Norman invaders and 
it soon became the most popular Christian name in the entire country. 
Many of the followers of William the Conqueror baptized their off- 
spring William and it was not long before the conquered Saxons fol- 
lowed suit. The "s" ending on the name indicates William's son. 
The name appears in the Doomsday book of 1086 and in the Hundred Rolls of 1279 
in Oxford, England. Many of the descendants of a Robert Williams who came 
from Norwich, England in the year 1638 and settled in Roxbury, Mass. can trace 
to Flint where Oliver Williams [better known as Oliver Cromwell) was born." (1 





ene SS i pe i Spr SSS i Sf 


(1) Hobbies, The Magazine for Collectors. Orlando Public Library, Orlando, FL 
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TERRY LYNN WILLIAMS (1950- ) - second daughter of Morris and Opal 
Dews Williams was born at Montgomery, West Virginia on January 18, 1950. Since 
one of her uncles on her maternal side has a birthday on the same date [January 
18] as this one, the two ones could celebrate the event together if one of the 


ones knew the secret. 


After completing high school at 
Gauley Bridge, West Virginia, Terry 
obtained an A. S. degree in secretar- 
ial science from West Virginia Tech. 
at Montgomery. Terry worked for a 
few years for the State of West 


Virginia before she married Harold 





Douglas O'Dell, a native of Gauley 





Bridge. Harold is a son of Harley be oe eo ifs aa ey aa \ Sy 
and Velma O'Dell, and he also attend- REET ae [aT 
ae eae THE FAMILY OF TERRY LYNN WILLIAMS O'DELL 
ed school at West Virginia Tech. In the back now: husband Harold Douglas 
For the past several years Harold and son Chad Douglas. In the front row: 
: Joek Brandon to the right of his mother 
has been a foreman at the Union Terany Lynn and on her Left is son Wesley 


Carbide Plant at Alloy. Unlike her Méchaet. [1987 photo]. 

Sister Ernestine , Terry is engaged in the enviable occupation of raising boys. 
Chad Douglas O'Dell was born on December 31, 1971 [date of birth selected for 
income tax purposes - a full year exemption for one day of service]. Joel 
Brandon O'Dell was born on December 24, 1974 - one day short of the December 25, 
schedule. The third son, Wesley Michael O'Dell, was born on February 5, 1977. 
All of the O'Dell boys were born at Montgomery, West Virginia while Terry and 
Harold were living at Boomer. They now make their home in Summersville, West 


Virginia. 





138 


ESSIE BLANCHE DEWS (1899-1985) - Was the fourth child of Eugene 
B. and Betty Ann Taylor Dews. Essie was born on their farm at Mt. Cove, West 
Virginia on November 24, 1899, and she was hardly three years old when her 
father died and the family went to live with her maternal grandparents, Martin 
Luther and Elizabeth Coleman Taylor, who lived on a farm located about one 
mile east of Ansted, West Virginia, on the Chestnutburg Road. In her elemen- 
tary school years Essie attended two years as a student under her great aunt 
Maria E. Dews. Later she went to Lookout, West Virginia, to live with her 
married sister Effie Dews Thomas and there she completed the eighth grade. 
After completing elementary school Essie attended Concord Normal School [now 
Concord College] at Athens, West Virginia,where she obtained a first grade 


teaching certificate before she was nineteen years old. Claude Clifford Dove 





was also a student at Concord and a romance com- 
menced between the Dove and the Dews and this led 
to their marriage on July 25, 1920, about four 
months before Essie had reached her twenty first 
birthday. In later years she claimed that Claude 
earned three college degrees [including a PhD] 


under her supervision. 


Essie was never a robust person, and in hopes 
that she would get some relief from asthma she and 
Claude moved to Colorado in June of 1933. In the 
high and dry climate her health did improve. She 


E VG bain. | continued her education at Colorado Teachers College 
Dn. Paces pee : at Greeley but before she had completed her studies 
Essie Dews Dove for a degree husband Claude got a call to be a 
Set ek ee department head at New Mexico State University at 


Las Cruces and here she received her degree on June 
1, 1940. Claude was very active in various teachers’ organizations in New 
Mexico, and one year he and Essie were on their way from Las Cruces to Santa 
Fe to attend a teachers convention. Because Essie was more comfortable where 
she could "stretch out" on the back seat of their Cadillac, that is where she 
was riding when they stopped at a service station in the little town of Bernar- 
do, New Mexico, to replenish the fuel in their gasoline tank. While the at- 
tendant was servicing the car Claude decided to go to the rest room. Essie, 


watching from the back seat, decided that this might be an opportune time for 


her to go to the ladies' room. Very shortly Claude returned from the mens‘ 


io? 


room, paid the attendant for the gasoline, and resumed his position in the driv- 
ers seat of the car and drove off without looking toward the back seat where his 
wife was riding. After driving for several miles Claude called to his wife 
Essie to ask her what time it was. Since he did not receive an answer he look- 
ed in the back seat and found that his spouse was missing. He then glanced at 
the rear doors which were closed and he felt that she had not fallen out of the 
car along the highway. At the very next spot that provided space for a turn 
around he retraced his route in search for Essie and found her sitting in a 
chair that the attendant provided in front of the service station where he had 
filled the tank of his car with gasoline. Thereafter, Essie became known to 


her friends in the Teachers' Association of New Mexico as the "Babe of Barnardo." 


During the early 1920's, at the time < Dove 3 

Services wil) be held at ja aim 
of the mine wars between the fledging “ Thursday al Graham's Chapel tor 
; ; WwW Mrs. Essie 1). Dove, ta, of It}? 
mine unions and the coal operators, z|Branson Ave. who died at her 
; ; : . z home Sunday. Burial will follow in 
Essie was teaching school in Mingo 2 the maosoleum at Hillcrest Memo- 
a pe oe - rial Gardens with the Kev) Frank 

County, West Virginia. Because of a S Jones (retired) officiating 


; z She wasa school teacher in West 
complete breakdown in law and order » Virginia before marrying and 
Aad Aly ead deo: Tyas enalad by ihe v coming to New Mexico more than 
. 20 years ago. She was preceeded in 

National Cuard the Governor ask for y Geaih vy her huspand ddr Claude 
= C. Dove, a former head of the de 

and received support from the Federal eT Caer bao Oe aU «ATLL Py 
2 chology at New Meico State Unt- 

Government which ordered the regular Raa 

% she is survived by three neph- 

army to intercede. Many of the non- o ews, two nieces, and several grand 
. 2 nephews including Gary Thomas 
belligerents, who were not permanent > of Boulder, Colo and Ted McHride 
510 Beaverton, Ore. The family re- 
residents of the area were ordered 2 aes: memortits be made to the 
: ; | Claude C. and Essie 1) Dove me. 

evacuated. Essie, along with many morlal scholarship fund at NMSU 
others, was loaded on a train and un- Arrangements are heing made 


: ; by Graham's Mortuary 
der intermittent small arms fire along 


the way they reached safety in the city of Charleston. She did not return to 


finish the school term nor to teach in that section again. 


After spending 85 years, 6 months and 3 days on planet earth, Essie died 
at her home at 1117 Bronson Ave. Las Cruces, New Mexico, on Sunday, May 26, 1985. 
She was interred alongside her husband, Dr. Claude C. Dove, at Hillcrest Memo- 


rial Gardens in Las Cruces, New Mexico. 
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CLAUDE CLIFFORD DOVE (1891-1979) - When Claude Dove died on Thursday 
May 31, 1979 he was Professor Emeritus of Education and Psychology at New Mex- 
ico State University at Las Cruces, New Mexico. There are many milestones 
along the road that he traveled from the date of his birth on March 21, 1891, 
at Athens, West Virginia, until he was entombed in Hillcrest Mausoleum in Las 
Cruces, New Mexico on June 4, 1979. He attained the grade of Master Sergeant 
in the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers during World War I. During World War ITI 
he served as a Major in the General Staff Corps. He married Fssie Blanche Dews 
on July 25, 1920. He was a rural school teacher, a high school principal and 
a County Superintendent of Schools, all in West Virginia. He received a teach- 
ers'certificate from Concord Normal School [now Concord College] at Athens, 
West Virginia in 1915, a Bachelor's degree from the University of Cincinnati in 
1926, a Masters degree from the University of Colorado in 1929 and PhD degree 
from the University of Colorado in 1935. 


One of his nieces reported an outstanding success story concerning a very 
small West Virginia high school senior class that Claude Dove was teaching dur- 
ing the early 1920's. The class was unique, not only because of the ultimate 
achievements of his students but, because one of these students was also a young- 
er brother of the teacher. Of the six male students in the class three became 
physicians and two became dentists. One of the dentists was the brother of 
Dr. Claude C. Dove, and the father of the niece who furnished this information. 


Dr. Claude C. Dove established and headed the Department of Education and 
Psychology at New Mexico State University and was the supervisor of its destiny 
for over forty years. In addition, he frequently served as a consultant for 
the New Mexico Legislature concerning educational affairs. Even after he was 
forced to retire at the age of seventy Claude continued to make his daily trips 
to the University and participated quite often as a substitute professor. When 
I visited him in 1976 and told him that I had recently retired from my job at 
the young age of sixty-three he said to me: "What the hell are you going to 
do the rest of your life? Loaf!" Claude Dove used very few euphemisms, he 


called a spade a spade. His thoughts were graphically described by his speech. 
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United States Census Records 


Perfaining To The Family Of 
Martin Luther Taylor 


1860 CENSUS 
BISTRICT NO. 3s FAYETTE COUNTY, VIRGINIA — POST OFFICE ADDRESS; MOUNTAIN COVE, VA. 


Value of Value of Place of 


Name Age Sex Occupation R.E. Personal birth 
Eli J. Taylor 43 M Farmer 1,000 300 Virginia 
Anna Taylor 36 F Wife Virginia 
James Taylor 18 M Farm labor Virginia 
Martin L. Taylor 14 M Virginia 
Thomas H. Taylor 10 M Virginia 
Mary P. Taylor 7 F Virginia 
Sarah M. Taylor 5 F Virginia 
Joshua A. Taylor 5/12 M Virginia 


Listed below is the family of the wife of Martin Luther Taylor [Elizabeth Coleman] 
as reported by the 1860 Census of the United States. District No. 3, Fayette Coun- 
ty, Virginia - Post Office address: Mountain Cove, Virginia. 


Joshua P. Coleman 45 M Farmer 1,000 500 Virginia 
Elizabeth Coleman 40 F Wife Virginia 
Jacob Coleman 21 M Farm labor Virginia 
Elizabeth Coleman 20 E Virginia 
James Coleman 19 M Virginia 
Overton Coleman 18 M Virginia 
Sarah A. Coleman (35, F Virginia 
Henry Coleman 13 M Virginia 
Benjamin Coleman 11 M Virginia 
Jane Coleman 9 F Virginia 
Franklin Coleman 7 M Virginia 
Francis Coleman 5 F Virginia 
Alexander S. Coleman 3 M Virginia 


The composition of the MARTIN LUTHER TAYLOR family at the time of the 1880 census 
of Fayette County, West Virginia, was as follows: 


Relat- 
Color ion- Birthplace of 
Name & Sex Age ship Occupation subj) Father Mother 
Martin L. Taylor WM 33 Farmer WV WV WV 
Elizabeth Taylor WF 40 Wife Keeping house WV WV WV 
Bettie A. Taylor WE 13 Dau WV WV WV 
Cornelia Taylor W F 11 Dau WV WV WV 
Eli J. Taylor WM 9 son WV WV WV 
Ella Jane Taylor W F 7 Dau WV WV WV 
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MARTIN LUTHER TAYLOR (1847-1929) - Any history of the Fugene Breck- 
enridge Dews family would be wholly incomplete unless mention is made of the 
major role played by the family of MARTIN LUTHER and ELIZABETH COLEMAN TAYLOR 
in the rearing of his children and to some extent to several of his grand- 
po 


After Brack Dews met an untimely death at a very young age, his 
widow, Betty Taylor Dews, and her three children returned to the 

? home of her parents who lived on a fairly large farm located a- 
bout one mile east of the town of Ansted on the Chestnutburg Road. 
Here Betty Dews was to spend the rest of her life and her child- 





Gaylor ren LEffie, Herman and Essie Dews] were to spend varying periods 
of time until they reached the age when they were able to go it alone. Although 
he was a great-grandfather, Martin Luther Taylor became the only grandfather 
known to children of Herman Dews, and to Garland Thomas the son of Effie Dews 
and her first husband, James Alfred Thomas. 


Effie Dews Thomas remarried after the death of Fred and continued to live 
at Lookout, West Virginia. In the 1920's there was no high school at Lookout 
and much of the school year Garland lived with his grandmother Betty Dews and 
his great grandfather Taylor while he attended high school at Ansted. For 
several years Herman Dews and his family lived in houses on grandpap Taylor's 
farm. And when Herman bought a place of his own which was adjacent to the Hess 
School on Chestnutburg Road, the family was less than one quarter of a mile from 
grandmother Betty Dews and great grandfather Taylor. 


Grandpap Taylor was one of the finest men who ever lived. He was a hard 
worker, an honest man, an excellent neighbor and an outstanding citizen. He 
followed the precept that: “you can't unring a bell," and once something is 
said it cannot be unsaid. He never used tobacco and it is doubtful that he 
ever tasted liquor or uttered a curse work in his entire lifetime. Although 
he was not a zealot, he was a religious man. Grandpap's wife [Elizabeth] died 
in 1919 and after about five years without female companionship, grandpap at 
the age of about seventy-seven began to have romantic notions. He met and eld- 
erly widow who lived in the vicinity of Ramsey, a community which was one day 
away from the Taylor farm when travel was by horse and buggy. Time and distance 
were no obstacle to active hormones and grandpap began to court the widows... 

His daughter [Betty Dews] said that she could always tell when one of grandpap's 
courting forays was imminent. Always about three or four days before departure 
date, a tell tale glimmer would appear in his eyes and he would go through a 
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ritual of daily currycombing and spending 
hours grooming his favorite buggy horse. 


[For you of later generations this is 






equivalent to washing and polishing your 
car with the expectation that it will : 
make a favorable impression on your date]. Ome day when er 
his buggy for departure to visit the widow he was overcome with an extremely 
embarrassing accident. Grandpap met a disastrous defeat at the hands of a quart 
jar full of thick sorghum molasses. It was in the fall of the year and they had 
harvested sugar cane which was made into a thick dark colored syrup and grandpap 
figured that he would be met with a grandiloquent reception at the widow's home 
if a quart of this densely textured, sweet and sticky molasses was presented as 

a gift. In an effort to conceal his plans from his daughter Betty [Dews], grand- 
pap went to the storehouse where the molasses was kept and picked up a quart 

jar full of the thick dark syrup. He placed the jar under the bib of his over- 
alls and with extremely rapid steps, short of a run, he headed for his buggy. 
Nowhere will one ever find a more qualified witness than grandpap Taylor to 
testify unequivocally to the validity of the cliche that: "haste makes waste." 
Without noticing, grandpap had placed the jar upside down under his overall bib 
in a position immediately above his belt line. The jar lid had not been tightly 
screwed to the jar, and before grandpap had reached the buggy one quart of st- 
icky, dark brown colored, molasses was pouring down over the lower parts of his 
abdomen, down both legs, and into the shoe tops. Disaster was complete and em- 
barrassment total when grandpap had to return to the house, heat several gallons 
of water on the cook stove, and make use of the wash tub for his unscheduled 
bath. Most mortifying, and the severe wound to granapap's pride, was the fact 
that his secret was now known to daughter Betty who considered his predicament 


most entertaining. 


Indications are that the Taylors were sympathetic to the Confederate cause 
during the War of Yankee Agression, and this led to their espousing the princip- 
les of the Democratic party. [The United State Congress could not decide what 
to call the 1861-1865 War until it passed in 1928, a resolution declaring it 
the "War Between the States.'' Six hundred thousand (600,000) men lost their 
lives during the most brutal war in our nation's history. Why?] Son Eli J. 
Taylor married Sue Boone, whose family was rabid Republicians, and very soon 
Eli had switched his affiliation to her political party. As it concerned grand- 
pap, this deviation from a family tradition caused complete chagrin. He met 
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with additional anguish and abashment when son Eli committed a second das- 
tardly act when he ran for, and was elected, a County Commissioner of Fayette 
County on the Republican ticket.''? Grandpap allowed that son Eli would very 
soon become a victim of the Hypocrisy Syndrome, which he characterized as a 
highly contagious malady that was an occupational disease of all politicians 
regardless of their party affiliation. But it was well known that grandpap 
exercised very little control of any of his children at any age. However, 

it has been told by eye witnesses that when mother Elizabeth said "jump" the 
children would reply with the question: "How high" and "Which direction." 


Several times Eli Taylor prophesied that his dad was spoiling some of his 
great grandchildren, and the one he particularly had in mind was his name- 
sake Eli Dews. One could not be spoiled by a more righteous man than Martin 
Luther Taylor, and the path that his son, Eli Taylor, took down from Mount 
Sinai often gets slippery, and as one temporarily loses his bearings and 
balance tablets are apt to go smash. Moreover, when it came to the evaluation 
of certain members of his family, some of his friends and many of his employ-- 
ees , Uncle Eli had an unbroken record for faulty forecasting. In spite of 
this shortcoming he did however select a most charming [and for that day and 
time] a relatively wealthy wife. On July 4, 1894 Eli married Margaret Susan 


2 
Boone who was a member of the prominent William Harrison Boone family iho 





owned several coal mines in Fayette County, West Virginia. The Boone family 
Bons Was very generous to Eli J. by providing him with many business opportunities 


in mining and other industries. 


The names of most of the descendants of Martin Luther and Elizabeth 


Coleman Taylor [less the current generation] are shown in the chart on page 


Martin Luther Taylor 
and his great grand- 
daughter, Opal May Dews. 
The 1924 Ford belongs 
to his son, Eli J. 
Taylor. 


The stone fence and 
fields are on the Taylor 
|' farm, Chestnutburg Road, 
near Ansted, WV 





mS a a ks ee 2, Sa ee 2 

1) Peters and Carden, History of Fayette County, West Virginia, p 493 also 
SHOWS THAT Eli J. Taylor was Mayor of Ansted, WV from 1923 to 1925. 

(2) Ibid p 683 
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CHAPTER 2 


ROBERT SAMUEL DEWS 


(1870-1958) 
AND HIS DESCENDANTS 





Robert Samuel Dews 


and his wife 


Lekia Green Dews 


[1947 Photo] 
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ROBERT SAMUEL DEWS (1870-1958) - was the sixth child and third 
son born to Samuel S. and Mary Moore Dews. Robert Samuel [Bob] was born at 
the Dews farm which was located on the Saturday Road near Victor, West Virginia, 
on January 20, 1870. His youth was spent on his father's farm, and while a 
very young boy he worked in and around the coal mines. While a very young man he 
saved enough money from his earnings in the mines to enroll in a technical 
school to become a telegrapher. Immediately after he completed his work at 
the school a severe financial panic occurred in the country [during Cleveland's 
second administration, 1893-97], he could not find a job to fit his newly 
acquired skill and he accepted employment as a guard at the West Virginia 
State Penitentiary at Moundsville. 


During the late 1890's Bob went to Virginia to visit relatives and he 
found one [a second cousin by the name of Lelia Green] who made a lasting im- 
pression, the impression was so lasting that they were married on August 8, 
1897, at Volens, Halifax County, Virginia. Bob brought Lelia to West Virginia 
where they lived for several years, but there were intervals when they returned 
to Virginia for a short period, then back to West Virginia. Like several other 
Dewses, Robert Samuel was a restless individual. His daughter Ruth reports 
that her parents moved twenty-six times during their married life. Human be- 


havior is stimulated by the restlessness of the soul. 


The four children of Robert S. and Lelia Dews were all born in West Virginia. 
The oldest, Laura Green Dews, was born on July 23, 1898, at Ansted. Their seco- 
nd child, Robert Clifford Dews, was born on December 21, 1899. He also report- 
ed in at Ansted. The other two children were born at Oak Hill, Lelia Ruth Dews 
was born on September 7, 1903, and Hugh Immanuel Dews on October 29, 1905. 
According to a letter written by his Aunt Maria Dews, Bob and his family were 
living in Virginia in 1913. However, they were living in Mount Hope, West Vir- 
ginia, when Bob's father and mother died. In the spring of 1919, shortly after 
his father died, Robert S. and Lelia returned to Virginia. They bought land 
near Wilson, Virginia where they settled down to raise tobacco and operate a 
small dairy farm. They spent the remainder of their long life on this farm 
and are buried with family and friends in the cemetery adjoining Grace Methodist 


Church near Wilson, Virginia. 


LELIA PEYTON GREEN DEWS (1873-1953) - daughter of John Anderson 
Green and Nannie Arebella Collins Green, was the granddaughter of Theodore 
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Collins and Mary A. Dews Collins. Lelia's grand- 
mother, MARY DEWS COLLINS, was the oldest of the 
children of WILLIAM DEWS, JR., and a sister of Capt 
Samuel S. Dews. When Lelia Green married Robert S. 





Dews at Volens, Virginia, on August 8, 1897, Capt. 
Samuel S. Dews became her father-in-law as well as 
her great uncle. In comparing her Dews ancestors with her ancestors on the 

Green side of the family, one granddaughter referred to the Dewses as being re-~ 


served and aloof while the Greens’ were warm and affectionate. 


LAURA GREEN DEWS (1898- ) - was the first child born to Robert 
Samuel and Lelia Green Dews. Laura came into this world on July 23, 1898, at 
Ansted, Fayette County, West Virginia. Like her aunt Nannie Dews and her great 
aunt, Maria E. Dews, she became a school teacher and spent forty-one years in 


the classrooms of various schools in West Virginia. 


Because her parents moved several times during her early years, her 
elementary education was split between Catawha School in Halifax County, Vir- 
ginia and Oak Hill and Mount Hope in West Virginia. Laura graduated from Mount 
Hope High School in 1916, and at the age of eighteen commenced her teaching 
career in a one-room school located near Thurmond, West Virginia. After two 
years at Thurmond Laura was assigned to teach the fourth grade in the Mount 
Hope Elementary School. After her parents moved to a farm in Nottoway County, 
near Wilson, Virginia, in 1919, Laura remained in West Virginia where she was 
teaching school in McDowell County. Here she met Harry Horne whom she married 
at Gary, West Virginia, on May 11, 1921. Harry was a native of Latrobe, Penn- 
sylvania where he was born on July 28, 1888. Laura and Harry had only one child, 
daughter Janis was born at Mead Poca, Wyoming County, West Virginia, on April 
28, 1924. In 1927 they moved to Delbarton in Mingo County, where Harry was 
employed as a mine foreman. Laura obtained her bachelors degree from Marshall 
College [now Marshall University] in Huntington, West Virginia, in Jume of 1935. 
Later she earned a masters degree in English from the same school. For twenty- 
six years she taught English and Latin in Burch High School in Mingo County, 


West Virginia. 
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Laura's husband, Harry, retired in 1953, but Laura 
continued to teach until 1962. After she retired they 
sold their home in Delbarton, West Virginia, and moved 
to Fairfield, Connecticut to live where they could be 





near their daughter and her family. Harry died on April | wae a 
28, 1970, and is buried in Oak Lawn Cemetery in Fair- ( } 3 
field, Connecticut. After living alone for five years, | 

in August of 1975, Laura moved to an apartment building cae 


for retired people at 3030 Park Avenue, Bridgeport CT. 
Laura Dews Horne 
at age 76 
[photo 9 Ju& 1974] 


JANIS HUGH HORNE (1924- ) = the only child of Harry and Laura 
Dews Horne, was born at Mead Poca, Wyoming County, West Virginia, on April 28, 
1924. Janis attended public schools at Delbarton in Mingo County where she 
graduated from high school in 1940. Janis attended West Virginia University 
at Morgantown where she received her degree in 1944. World War II was reach- 
ing maturity at this time and Janis followed the patriotic path of many of 
her Dews ancestors when she answered the call of duty by joining the U. S. 


Navy. While serving in the WAVES she met a young Navy Officer 











by the name of Henry Hobart Corwin. Hobart was born at Annapolis » Pre are 
4 esi ‘Hit i 
edn 
neta Ol 
fi ril@ pe oN. 
were married in the Foundry Methodist Church in Washington, Canon 


D. C., on December 29, 1945. When they were released from duty with the U. S. 
Navy they went to Connecticut to live and here they raised a family of four 









Maryland, on February 22, 1920, and he comes from a family with 






a long tradition of service as Naval Officers. Janis amd Hobart | 





children. Nicholas Hobart Corwin was born on January 8, 1947. Christine Dews 
Corwin was born on January 22, 1950. Cynthia Horne Corwin was born on Sep- 
tember 3, 1953, and the baby of the family, Laura Natalie Corwin was born on 
March 12, 1955. 
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MAS po ee 

THE HORNE-CORWIN FAMILY AS OF AUGUST, 1966 
Seated from Left: Laura Dews Horne; granddaughter Cynthia 
Horne Corwin; granddaughter Laura Natalie Corwin, and 
husband Hanrzy Horne. 
Standing from Left: Aon-in-Law Hobart Corwin; grand- 
daughter Christine Dews Corawin; daughter Janis Horne 
Conmin, and in the uniform of the U. S. Marines 44 grand- 
Son Nicholas Hobart Corwin. 


2 Sak 


Many changes have taken place within the HORNE-CORWIN family since this 
photograph was taken in August 1966, [nearly twenty-two years ago]. Harry 
Horne, the father and grandfather, died in 1970. .Janis has been a grandmother 
for several years. Her son, Nicholas married Emma Jane Bignall in an Episcopal 
Church ceremony in Greenwich, Connecticut on January 22, 1972, and they are 
now the parents of three children: (Christian Hobart, born on August 22, 1972; 
Andrew Grayson born on October 28, 1974, and Timothy Williams born on August 
5,. 1979. 


Christine Dews Corwin was married to Robert Frazier Lowe, Jr., on Saturday, 
August 14, 1982. The wedding ceremony, which was performed by Judge Gerald C. 
Escala, took place in Englewood, Connecticut. Christine is a graduate of Dana 
Hall School and the University of Denver and holds an MBA degree from the Uni- 
versity of Connecticut. Her husband is an alumnus of Brown University and holds 
an MBA degree from New York University. They have one son, Alexander Hendrick 
Lowe, born on January 29, 1988. 


Laura Natalie Corwin married Randall Justin Nowell on May 14, 1987. 
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ROBERT CLIFFORD DEWS (1899-1976) was the 
second of the three children of Robert Samuel and 
Lelia Peyton Green Dews. Clifford [the name he 







was always called since he was a very young child] } 
was born at Ansted, Fayette County, West Virginia 


on December 20, 1899. Like his older sister, eae 
Laura, he received his elementary education at ! Vig ahs beaks i 
Catawha School in Halifax County, Virginia, and Mr. & Mrs. R. C. Dews 
in Oak Hill and Mount Hope in West Virginia. Essie Hawkes Dews, and 
Robert CLifford Dews 
Laura Dews [Clifford's older sister] tells [Photo §xom 


1971-72 Church Directory] 
a story about his skill as a buggy race driver. 


It seems that the school which the Dews children were attending in Catawha, 
Virginia was several miles from their home. In these days which was long be- 
fore the time of school busses which now deliver public school students from 
their home to their school, [portal to portal], many of the parents permitted 
their children the use of a horse and the family buggy to drive to and from 
school, One afternoon when they were on their 
way home from school Clifford was challenged 
by a schoolmate by the name of Bryan Harper to 





a buggy race. Harper kept chiding Clifford by 
telling him that his old nag would do no better than eat the dust which was 
created by his rig. Clifford had enough! The challenge was accepted, a start- 
ing gate was selected and the race was on. Clifford's rig was gaining on Harper 
and he was in the process of passing him,like a freight train passes a tramp, 
when little sister Ruth bounced out of the buggy onto the ground beside the 
dusty road. Ruth received no visible marks on her body which would have to be 
explained to their parents, but it was reported that Clifford's inflated pride 
received extensive damage when he had to stop and retrieve Ruth and lose the 
race. 


When his parents lived in West Virginia, as a young man Clifford worked 
in and about the coal mines, but in 1919 he returned with his family to Notto- 
way County, Virginia, to engage in farming. Here he met Essie Hawkes, a local 
girl who was born on August 12, 1898, and they were married in July of 1922. 
Clifford and Essie Hawkes Dews are the parents of five children: Robert, born 
on April 21, 1924; Merle, born on August 14, 1926; Shirley, born July 13, 1929 
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Peggy, born July 12, 1935, and Lydal, born November 30, 1936. Clifford be- 
came a successful dairy farmer and tobacco grower on the large amount of 
acreage he and his father owned near Wilson, Virginia. In later years he 

was afflicted with Parkinson's disease & turned over most of the farming 
responsibilities to his son, Robert. Clifford died in August, 1976 and is 
buried in the church yard of Grace Methodist Church with his parents and other 
members of his family. A few days short of eighty-seven years, his wife 
Essie Hawkes Dews, died on July 27, 1985, and is buried alongside her 


husband in the churchyard near Wilson, Virginia. 


ROBERT HUGH “BUCK” DEWS (1924- ) - the only son and the eldest of 
the five children of Robert Clifford and Essie Hawkes Dews, was born at Coal- 
wood, West Virginia, on April 21, 1924. Robert Hugh, who also answers to the 
the nickname "Buck", graduated from Nottoway County High School, Blackstone, 
Virginia, in June of 1942. As a young man he worked with both his father, 
Clifford Dews, in the dairy business and with his grandfather, Robert Samuel 
Dews, who was engaged in raising tobacco and general farming on joining farms. 
et After the death of his grandfather [1958] and his 
father [1976] Buck operated both farms until he sold 
his dairy herd in 1984 to grow only hay and soy beans 
during his retirement. He and Irene live in a com- 


fortable brick home with swimming pool and other 





. : ere ey amenities that erase all traces of there ever being 
oe a AC dairy bari neALby: 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Dews 
Carnie Inene Robert Hugh Robert Hugh was on the verge of being a con- 
Brewer Dews "Buck" Dews 


firmed bachelor, but the attractiveness of a young 
widow by the name of Carrie Irene Brewer Ulrey was 
too powerful for him to overcome. Following thirteen 
years of whirlwind courtship Buck and Irene were 
married at Wilson, Virginia on October 14, 1967. 





Rreasn’ Irene, the daughter of Ransom Garland and Carrie Hall 


Brewer, was born at Winston-Salem, North Carolina, 
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on May 14, 1922. Following her grad- 
uation from Bassett High School in 1940 


BLACKSTONE, (VA.), COURIER-RECORD 
Thursday, November 6, 1986 


she attended Smithdeal-Massey Business 


School. By her previous marriage she 





had two daughters, both of whom were oe 
born at Tacoma Park, Maryland. Patricia See 
Irene Ulrey was born on July 16, 1947, ee 
and Judy Kaye Ulrey was born on Sep- 
tember 12, 1949. 


As attested by his peers, along 


with the recognization and honors he auenee 
has received from various governmental feet rare oe 


agencies, Buck has been a very suc- 
cessful farmer and dairyman. The news- 
paper article from which this photo- 
graph was taken carried considerable 
praise for Buck's outstanding con- 
tribution and cooperation with the 


soil conservation service over several 





ee i q oy, ' . 
Pee Seve hn {= : i 
Cited For Efforts 
Robert (Buck) Dews last week was named the Piedmont 


1 i = Soil and Water Conservation District's Outstanding Conser- 
aside ; NOWEWEr ¢ Mews simply WAS EY vation Farmer of the Year. He is pictured in front of the barn 


where he milked his first cow at age three. 


years, it stated: "All useless words 


and government terminology shoveled 


ognized for not allowing the land 
The year is 1986. The newspaper 


[and the life] his father gave him to article referred to the Prestigious 


wash away." award given annually to a Single 
farmer in the three county Conserva-~ 


Buck is a member of the Bellefont e100) DieLEn eke 
Grange, a local farm organization, and the Virginia Farm Bureau. He and Irene 
attend the nearby Grace United Methodist Church in which the family has been 


active members for several generations. 


outstanding farmer 
of year 
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MERLE LEE DEWS (1925- ) the eldest daughter of Robert Clifford 

and Essie Hawkes Dews, was born in Dinwiddie County, Virginia, on August 14, 
1925. She graduated from Blackstone High School in Blackstone, Virginia, in 
June of 1943. From July, 1943 to July, 1945 she was employed by Western Union 
Company in Richmond, Virginia. On July 23, 1945, at Wilson, Virginia, she 
~==4| married Oscar Earle Wood, Jr., a native of Baltimore, Maryland, where 
Seah 4} he was born on January 7, 1915. Oscar Earle operates a successful 

; ve plumbing and heating business in Trevilians, Virginia, which is lo- 
ie | cated between Charlottesville and Richmond in Louisa County. Merle 
and Oscar are the parents of three children: Winifred Carla Wood 





was born at Hampton, Virginia on April 28, 1946 and is now married to Tom Court- 
ney. ‘The second member of their family, Lance Dews Wood, was born on November 
2, 1947, also at Hampton, Virginia. Lance spent three years as an officer in 
the U. S. Navy. He is a graduate of the University of Richmond in Virginia and 
the University of Michigan Law School. In addition, he received a Masters of 
Law Degree from George Washington University in Washington, D. C. Their second 
son and third child, Kerry Lee Wood, was born on January 12, 1953. After at- 
tending college for about three years he went to work for the law enforcement 
department for the City of Roanoke, Virginia. Kerry is married and has one son, 
Kerry Lee Wood, Jr., who was born on December 10, 1976 at Roanoke Virginia. 


SHIRLEY GRAY DEWS (1929- ) - the second daugh- 
ter and the third child of Robert Clifford and Essie 
Hawkes Dews, was born at Wilson, Virginia, on July 
13, 1929. Shirley graduated from high school in 
Blackstone, Virginia, and like her double first 


cousin, Maurine Dews Hawkes, she attended Pan Amer- 





Ad 3 ican Business College in Richmond, Virginia. On 
Ray S. Jones Family . August 8, 1947, at Grace Methodist Church near her 


Shinkey Dews Jones home in Wilson, Virginia, she married Ray S. Jones. 


Jennifer Ray Jones 
Ray S. Jones 
[Photo from 1971-72 was born at Wellville, Virginia, on July 31, 1924. 


Church Directory] Following military service during World War II, Ray 


attended V.P.I. at Blacksburg, Virginia, where he received a degree in agri- 


Ray is the son of Charlie and Willie Stegar Jones, 


culture. At one time he was a store manager in Richmond, Virginia ;——,.—j 
but for many years he has been a successful dairy and general farm- | 


er on the several hundred acres of land they own near Blackstone, 





Virginia. Shirley and Ray are the parents of five children. Carol | 
Marie Jones, who was born at Richlands, Virginia on May 23, 1951, Jones 
is now Mrs. Gaunt. Vivian Elaine Jones, who was born at Petersburg, Virginia 
on September 19, 1953 is now Mrs. Gosey. The third child, Shirley Gayle Jones 
was born at Petersburg, Virginia on May 10, 1955, and is now Mrs. Hines. Their 
fourth child, and only son, Hugh Stuart Jones was born at Petersburg, Virginia 
on September 7, 1957. The fifth child and fourth daughter, Jennifer Ray Jones, 
was born at Petersburg, Virginia on May 7, 1961. In addition to their five 


children, Shirley and Ray [at last report] had an equal number of grandchildren. 


PEGGY LYNN DEWS (1935- ) - the third daughter, and the fourth of 
the five children of Robert Clifford and Essie Hawkes Dews, was born at Wilson, 
Virginia on June 12, 1935. Peggy developed into a charming young lady while 
growing up on her father's dairy farm located in Nottoway County near the town 
of Wilson, Virginia. She graduated from Nottoway County High School, Blackstone 
Virginia, and received a B. S. degree in education from Radford College at 
Radford, Virginia. 


On December 18, 1956, about six months after she had passed her twenty- 
first birthday, Peggy married Joseph Odell Cook. The marriage ceremony was 
performed at the bride's home town of Wilson, Virginia. The rest of the story 
will be told, with that of her husband, in Chapter 3, of this section. 


LYNDALL RUTH DEWs (1936- —s+):-«-._:« the youngest of the five children of 
Robert Clifford and Essie Hawkes Dews, was born at Wilson, Virginia, on November 
30, 1936. Lynn completed high school at Blackstone,Virginia in Jume of 1954 
and received a B. S. degree in education at Radford College, Radford, Virginia 
in 1958. On July 26, 1958, very soon after she received her college degree, 
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Lynn married Wendell L. Springston in a ceremony performed at Grace United Meth- 
odist Church near her home in Wilson, Virginia. Wendell, who was born_at Peter-. 
sburg, Virginia, on April 12, 1937, is the son of Adam Ray and Eliza McCoy 
Springston. He holds an A. B. degree from Duke University, Durham, North Carol- 
ina and is a commissioned officer in the United States Air Force. Lynn taught 
school in Chesterfield County, Virginia during the 1958-59 school year but she 
gave up a teaching career to become a military wife and joined her husband who 
was then stationed in Texas. Tragedy struck this young couple when their first 
born child, Mark Wendell Springston, who was born at San Antonio, Texas on Nov- 
ember 15, 1960, died five days later on November 20, 1960. Movement is an inevi- 
table part of military life and their second child, Pamela Jo, was born at Kit- 
tery, Maine on September 1, 1963. More travel was in store and their third child 
Sandra Lynn Springston, was born at Columbus, Mississippi, on October 7, 1965. 
The military life is akin to the nomadic and the fourth member of the family, 
Alan Ray Springston, was born at Bellevue, Nebraska, on January 5, 1973. Wendell 
now holds the rank of Colonel in the U.S. Air Force. 


LELIA RUTH DEWS (1903- ) - the third child and second daughter born 
to Robert Samuel and Lelia Green Dews. Ruth, as she has always been called, was 
born at Oak Hill, West Se on September 7, 1903. As with her older sister 
Laura and brother Clifford, Ruth attended ele--__ 
mentary school in Catawha, Virginia and Mount 
Hope in West Virginia. She was sixteen years 
old when her parents moved from the coal fields 
of West Virginia to a farm which they had pur- 
chased in Nottoway County, near Wilson, Vir- 
ginia. Here Ruth met Leslie Carlyle Hawkes, 

a twenty year old neighbor whose ancestors had 
lived in this section of Virginia for several 

generations. A romance ensued between Ruth and 
Leslie which culminated in marriage in October 
1921 when Ruth was a few months past her eight- 





eenth birthday. Leslie is a brother of Essie 


Leslie Cantyle Hawkes 
Ruth Dews Hawkes Hawkes who married Clifford Dews, consequently 


[1976 photo] 
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the children of Ruth Dews Hawkes and Robert Clifford Dews 


| HAWKES 
ins. Leslie and Ruth bought a farm _ ' ‘Leslie Carlyle Hawkes, age 
are double first cous S , 80, of Wilsons died Wednesday 
re and here they were engaged April 1, 1981 at his residence. 
very near that of her parents y gag Avretired farmer, he was born 
in raising tobacco and general farming for over fifty in Nottoway County and was a 
member of Grace United 
. j 1 ised a famil Methodist Church and 
years. Also, on this family farm they rais y pelleiente Grange Ne. 16 He 
; j is survived by his wife, Mrs. 
of three children. Richard Hammer, born on October 3, Beri Oe Guia donewoad 
; Richard Hamner Hawkes of 
1922, Maurine born on February 25, 1926, and Agnes born A viccinin Beach’ two 
on April 23. 1928. _ daughters, Mrs. Maurine H. 


Ryder and Mrs. Agnes H. 
Clay, both of Blackstone; 


p os ° Ee ee three sisters, Mrs. Inez 
Leslie Hawkes was a civic minded individual who was ~ DeHaven of Greensboro, NC, 


: : , . _ Mrs. Essie Dews and Miss 
considered by his peers and neighbors to be a pillar of Kaiheléen Hawkee ot 


: ‘ ° Wilsons; twobrothers, James 
the community where he lived for over eighty years. The _ Hawkes of Wilsons and Syd- 


‘ ‘ : ‘ ° nor Hawkes of Newport 
last few years of his life Leslie had problems with his News; eight grandchildren: 


and three  great- 


general health and after an extended illness he died on grandchildren. 


April 1, 1981. He is buried in the cemetery of the 
Grace United Methodist Church near Wilson, Virginia. 


RICHARD HAMNER HAWKES (1922- ) - Grandson of Robert Samuel Dews, is 
the oldest of the three children, and only son, of Leslie C. and Ruth Dews 
Hawkes. He was born at Wilson, Virginia on October 3, 1922. Richard attended 
public schools in Nottoway County, Virginia and graduated from Blackstone High 
School in Blackstone in the spring of 1939. In the fall of 1939 he entered 
V. P. I. at Blacksburg where he majored in chemistry and graduated with honors 
in March of 1943. He finished college at the height of World War II, and since 
he had received a commission through the ROTC at V.P.I., he was called to active 
duty as a Second Lieutenant of Infantry and saw combat in the European Theater 
of Operations. In addition to several other campaigns, as a Platoon leader he 
fought in the Battle of the Bulge and was awarded the Silver Star and Purple 
Heart. When the war ended he had reached the rank of Captain. 


While in Europe Richard met and married Jeanny Schmidt, who was born in 
Luxemburg City, Luxemburg, on November 9, 1924. Jeanny had been married but 
her husband was killed during the war and she was left with a small son, Emile 
Jean, who was adopted by Richard after his marriage to Jeanny. He and his 
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bride returned to the States in 1946. In 1948 he went to work for Sheller- 
Globe Manufacturing Company as a chemist. Within a few years he had been 
advanced to plant manager and in a short period of time he was elected a vice 
president of the company and placed in charge of the operations in several 
plants. Richard and Jeanny are the parents of five children. Daughter Josette 
was born in Richmond, Virginia on March 21, 1947, while the other four were 

all born at Norfolk, Virginia; Vivian on July 7, 1950, Peggy on September 16, 
1952, Michael Leslie on August 30, 1953, and Robert on September 9, 1960. 


MAURINE DEWS HAWKES (1926- ) + the eldest daughter, and second 
child, of Leslie C. and Ruth Dews Hawkes was born at Wilson, Virginia, on 
February 25, 1926. Maurine graduated from Blackstone High School at Black- 
stone, Virginia in June 1943, and from Pan American Business College in 
Richmond, Virginia in 1946. For a short time she was employed by. E. I. Du- 
Pont Company in Richmond before she went to work for the Virginia Department 
of Highways. On July 14, 1948 Maurine married Louis Groenier Ryder in a 
ceremony performed in Richmond, Virginia. Louis, who is a son of 
Herbert S. and Ruth Groenier Ryder, was born at Littleton, North 
Carolina, on October 15, 1923. He served with the U.S. Navy during 
World War II, and for several years was employed by the department 
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| of highways in Amelia County, Virginia. Maurine and Louis have one 
son - Timothy Sterling Ryder - who was born at Wilson, Virginia on March 11, 
1954. Timothy is now married to the former Sandra Patterson and they have one 
child - Christy Dawn - who was born at Richmond, Virginia on September 28, 1976. 


Maurine and Louis now make their home in Blackstone, Virginia. 


AGNES HAWKES (1928- ) - this attractive granddaughter of Robert 
samuel Dews, 1s the second daughter and third child of Leslie and Ruth Dews 
Hawkes. Agnes was born at Wilson, Virginia on April 23, 1928, and after erad- 
uating from Blackstone High School, Blackstone, Virginia in June of 1946 she 
was employed by the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles in Richmond. This 
job was cut short when she married J. Wallace Coleman, a prominent young 
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dairy farmer in Nottoway County, Virginia. In addition to being very succesful 
in his chosen business, J. Wallace Coleman was considered to be one of the lead- 
ing citizens of the county. In 1975 he was Chairman of the Board of Supervisors 
of Nottoway County, Virginia. Agnes and Wallace are the parents of one very 
attractive and talented daughter - MOLLIE CARLYLE COLEMAN - who was born at 
Petersburg, Virginia on June 21, 1957. Mollie is a graduate of James Madison 
University in Harrisonburg, Virginia. On September 6, 1980, Mollie married 
Charles Franklin Sellers, a college classmate. Her father, J. WALLACE COLEMAN, 
was a victim of a heart attack and died on August 15, 19/76, at the age of fifty- 


two. 


Agnes was remarried on October 18, 1978, at Dillon, South 
Carolina, to ELMER TUCKER CLAY, another prominent and leading citizen) 
of Nottoway County, Virginia. Elmer, a son of Willard and Bernelle 








Clay, was born in Nottoway County, Virginia on October 10, 1914. In .\ 
addition to a successful farming operation, Elmer operated a nursery Clay 


and Clay's Hatchery in Blackstone, Virginia, where he and Agnes now make their home. 






Agnes Hawke 
Coleman Clay 





— 


Elmen T. Clay 





MRS. CHARLES FRANKLIN SELLERS 
; RS 
Formerly Miss Mollie Carlyle Coleman 
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HUGH IMMANUEL DEWS (1905-1922) - the youngest of the four 
children of Robert Samuel and Lelia Green Dews was born at Oak Hill, West 
Virginia on October 20, 1905. Like his older brother, Clifford Dews, and 
his two sisters Laura and Ruth, he attended public schools in both Virginia 
and West Virginia. While still in high school [at the age of seventeen] 

Hugh died of a ruptured appendix in March of 1922. He is buried in the family 


plot in the Grace United Methodist Churchyard a short distance from their 
Nottoway County, Virginia farm. 


ADA THOMAS GREEN 
(1868—=1925) 


=MA TOLLEY GREEN 
ANDERSON (1870-1943) 


| | EDD ANDERSON 
| COLLINS 
(B ELIA PEYTON GREEN 
MARY ANN DEWS COLLINS ANNIE AREBELLA COLLINS (DEWS) 1873-1953) 
ca(1822- ) GREEN (1846- : 


) 







ROBERT S. DEWS 
(1870-1958) 


JOHN ANDERSON GREEN | 
(1839~- NANNIE DEWS GREEN 
(1877-1969) 


JOHN C. GREEN 
(1880-1949) 


JACK GREEN 


DOLLIE TOLLY GREEN 


diagram of the maternal 
i af the ROBERT S. DEWS family is FANNIE SUE GLIVER 
included to show the dimension of the (GREEN) 
DEWS relationship when ROBERT SAMUEL 
DEWS married LELIA PEYTON GREEN on 
August 8, 1897, MARY DEWS COLLINS ANNIE GREEN 
the grandmother of LELIA GREEN was (1886-1928) 


also en aunt of ROBERT 5. PEWS. Ada, Annie and Nannie 


Green were never 
married. 
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CHAPTER 3 


JOSEPH HOPPING DEWS 
(1875-1967) 


AND HIS DESCENDANTS 


Joe and his Browker Bob 


rege 
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Robert Samuel Dews Joseph Hopping Dews 
At age 864 At age &1 
[1956 photo] 
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JOSEPH HOPPING DEWS (1875-1967) - the eighth child of Samuel S. 

and Mary Ann Francis Moore Dews was born at the family farm near Victor, West 
Virginia on January 21, 1875. He attended public schools and worked on his 
father's farm until he was seventeen years old. Joe tried the coal mines for 
a short time before he decided [with absolute certainty] that there were better, 
easier and more prosperous occupations. He first went to southeastern Ten- 
nessee, where he found work in a general store and where he met and married his 
first wife - DORA COLLINS. Dora was a cousin to Lelia Green who married his 
brother Robert S. Dews. Dora's dad and Lelia's mother were brother and sister. 
Joe and Dora had one child, Samuel Edwin Dews, who was born at Gibson, Tennessee 
on October 21, 1895. After a few years in Tennessee Joe returned to West Vir- 
ginia with his wife and son and entered the mercantile business at Mount Hope. 
Shortly after they returned to West Virginia his first wife, Dora Collins Dews, 
died. Her death on October 21, 1903, was on the eighth birthday of her son 
samuel Edwin. Dora is buried in the Dews family cemetery on the saturday Road 
farm. 

On December 28, 1904, Joe married FLORENCE SEVY of Corliss, West Virginia. 
The saree: item announcing their marriage appeared in a Fayette County News- 


Popes DEWS - SEVY 


"At the home of Ma. George Sevy at Corliss 
Last Thursday, Ma. J. H. Dews and Miss FL- 
onence Sevy were united in marriage. The 
Reverend C. H. Perkins officiated. The bride 
44 the charming daughter of Mra. and Mrs. Geo- 
nge Sevy, and is quite a populan young Lady 
dn that vicinity, while the groom is one of 
Mount Hope's prosperous young business men. 
May their voyage through Life be happy and 
prosperous." 


Florence's father - GEORGE SEVY - a farmer and stock raiser near Corliss, was 

a soldier in Company C, 60th Virginia Infantry, Confederate States Army, which 
was led by Captain Samuel S: Dews <7? Four children were born of this second 
marriage; Kathleen Grey Dews was born on November 18, 1905, Francis Rebecca 
Dews was born in 1908 and died on November 24, 1911 at the age of three years 
and seven months. J. Heber Dews was born on August 6, 1910, and William Wood- 
row Dews was born on April 14, 1913. 


—eee———n— nh eax 


(1) Mount Hope Leader, Tuesday, January 2, 1905. [This newspaper article is in 
the possession of Mrs. Randolph Miller of Ansted, West Virginia. 

(2) Miller and Maxwell, West Virginia and Its People, Vol II, p. 285. [Lewis 
Historical Publishing Company, New York, N.Y. 1913]. 
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For the most of his adult life Joseph Hopping Dews patterned his occupation 
and career after that of Joseph Hopping for whom he was named. Joseph Hopping 
was a merchant who operated a general store at Mountain Cove, Virginia [now West 
Virginia] which was only a few miles from the farm of Samuel S. Dews. Mr. Hopp- 
ing came to the area prior to the War Between the States and he and Joe's father 
became great friends. During the war Mt. Cove became somewhat of a "no man's 
land" by changing hands several times between the Union and Confederate forces. 
This situation created a climate which was "too hot for Hopping" and he returned 
to his former home at Auburn, New York. After the war was over Mr. Hopping came 
back from New York and repurchased the property he once owned, but was then in 
the hands of the Dwight heirs, and he reentered the mercantile business in about 
1866 or 1867.'" 


Joe Dews was in the mercantile business at Mount Hope, West Virginia for 
over thirty years. For several years he was in partnership with J. R. Charlton 
under the name of DEWS & CHARLTON. Mr. Charlton once owned the land where the 
present day town of Charlton Heights is located. This town is on the upper 
Kanawha River about midway between Montgomery and Gauley Bridge. In the late 
1930's, after he had retired from the mercantile business, Joe returned to the 
Saturday Road farm which he had [many years before] purchased from his father 
Captain Samuel S. Dews. His wife Florence died in 1953 and a few years later 
Joe married a widow by the name of Kenova Webb. Joe and Kenova lived at her 
farm at Forest Hill in Summers County, and at Indian Mills in Monroe County, 
West Virginia before they moved to Beckley where Joe died in 1967 at the age of 
ninety-two. He is buried beside his second wife, Florence, in Highlawn Memor- 


ial Park in Oak Hill, West Virginia. 


Joseph Hopping Dews was not a shy individual. He had an outgoing person- 
ality which he used to great advantage in operating his retail stores. Some of 
his contemporaries said that he could sell refrigerators to the Igloo dwellers 
at the North Pole. Joe Dews was well and favorably known by nearly all of the 
citizens of Fayette County of his generation, and he was loved by all. Shortly 
after Uncle Joe married Kenova Webb [his third wife] my family and I, along with 
my brother Herbert Dews and his family, visited with them one Sunday afternoon 
when they were living at Forest Hill. A little while after we arrived at the 
farm our hosts decided that we should all go to the fish pond and try our luck 
at catching some bass that had recently been stocked in the pond. While Aunt 


Kenova and his visiting kin were busy fishing, uncle Joe [knowing that I could 





(1) As told by Mr. James Blofield Lee on July 19, 1980. [The Hopping store was 
located on the property where Jimmie Lee's home now stands at Mountain Cove, 
West Virginiaj., 
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rather et, ee to take a drink] pinched me on the arm and gave a sign 

to follow him. We returned to the farm house and in the basement Uncle Joe 
had concealed several bottles of beer which he felt had been aging long enough 
and time for their consumption had arrived. After a bottle or two Uncle Joe 
got around to relating some of the accomplishments and failures of his then 
more than eighty years of life, when he began a commentary on: ‘Just what is 
Life?" After considering the many ups and downs of his personal life, Uncle 
Joe's reasoning was that "life is a small ray of light between eternal dark- 


ness and eternal darkness.” 


This restless soul enjoyed a long and productive 
life, and the world is indeed better because the ray of light that he cast will 
forever glow. God permitted him to remain on earth twenty-two years beyond 


the three score and ten. 


SAMUEL EDWIN DEWS (1895-1959) - was the only child born to Joseph H. 
and his first wife Dora Collins Dews. Sam was born on October 21, 1895, at 
Gibson, Tennessee where his father was employed as a clerk in a general store. 
He was a mere infant when his parents returned to West Virginia where his 
father entered the general mercantile business at Mount Hope. Sam attended 
public schools in Mount Hope and Greenbrier Military School at Lewisburg, West 
Virginia. He was a fun loving and adventurous individual and these character- 
istics were to last his entire life. Moreover, Sam was a congenial person and 
a believer in harmonious relationships with all people. His moral philosophy 
was that the way one talks about and treats others reveals more of one's own 
character than it does theirs. Sam may have been one of the first of his 
branch of Dewses to turn to the Republican party. In 1942 he made the comment 
that our country was in deep trouble because our politicians and religious lead- 
ers consider loot, lust and lumury more important than liberty. 


Although Sam was of draft age, he enlisted for military service during 
World War I long before his conscription date. The story goes that in the 
early spring of 1917, Sam [now twenty-two years of age] borrowed the family 
car and went to Thurmond, West Virginia, a metropolis on New River which at 
that time was known as a wide open - everything goes - and generally notorious 
city. Not only was Thurmond the transportation hub of Fayette County, it dom- 
inated the commerce of the area. New River runs through the very center of the 
town leaving the north and the south side of the river about equal in population 
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LO ag be TA We DNB nee dre Cee aE a 
THE DUNGLEN HOTEL on the south side of New River and THE LAFAYETTE HOTEL on 
the north side in the tewn of Thurmond have been titled "Rivals Across the 


- River," 


and business establishments. The town had two banks; The New River Banking & 
Trust Company and the National Bank of Thurmond‘'? For that day and time the 
municipality had two very elegant hotels; The LaFayette on the north side and 
The Dunglen on the south side of the river. Reportedly attractive girls from 
as far east as Richmond, Virginia and Washington, D. C., and as far west as 
Cincinnati and Columbus, Ohio, visited these hotels to practice the oldest of 
all professions. There is a story that the longest [continuous] card game on 
record took place in The LaFayette Hotel. It is said that the game lasted for 
fourteen years, eight months and twelve days. Players were substituted fre- 
quently as they ran out of poker chips. [The movie MATEWAN was filmed at 
Thurmond in 1986]. 


Gambling was wide open because monthly protection payments were paid to 
the County Sheriff and other local law enforcement officers. The Sheriff, at 
that time, was said to have an I,Q. about as high as the body temperature of 
a day old corpse. Although his reasoning powers were low he had a very high 
propensity for accepting bribes from gambling interests and was a stickler for 
collecting them promptly when due. Even though it is not verifiable it is 
widely accepted that Sam was one of the participants in a poker game at The 
LaFayette Hotel which was deficient in its current bribe payment and the hotel 
was raided by the police. Sam escaped arrest by making a hasty retreat through 
a back entrance to the hotel. As he emerged from the hotel a west bound freight 
train was moving down New River and Sam hopped into the first available box-car 
and ended up in Chicago, Illinois. Since he failed to return home during the 
night, the next day Uncle Joe went on a search and hope mission. The family 


car was easily located because it was in the parking lot of The Dunglen Hotel 


(1) J. T. Peters & H. B. Carden, History of Fayette County West Virginia, P 648 
& 649. Published by The Fayette County Historical Society, Inc. 1926. 
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on the south side of New River. Although Joe knew that son Sam was an extremely 
clever, resourceful and ingenious young man who was well capable of looking 
after himself he continued the search by soliciting information from his chums 
and known haunts. Several months after he disappeared Pappy Joe received a 
letter from Sam which had a post mark indicating that it was mailed froma U. 5. 
Army postoffice located somewhere in Europe. It seems that Sam, after reach- 
ing Chicago, had enlisted in the US Army and was among the first United States 
troops to go to France during World War I. The letter from Sam to Uncle Joe 
contained complete directions concerning the location of the family automobile. 
Sam's military training at Greenbrier Military School must have served him well 


because he survived the war with no major physical damage. 


The training and experience Sam gained with the pasteboards and gaming 
devices at Thurmond were a great advantage to him in later years. The ex- 
perience was not only beneficial but indeed instrumental to his obtaining 
employment in several cities in the State of Nevada. Sam was never one to 
engage in a steady correspondence with anyone, hence reports on his where- 
abouts to his family were made on an extremely irregular and infrequent basis. 
Many times there would be several years between announcements and his father 


was know to have commented "Sam must be doing all right because I have not 


heard from him for a year or two.'' Whether Sam was ever married is a matter 


of speculation. His obituary makes no mention of a spouse. It states that he 
"died on Sept. 19, 1959, at Reno, Nevada, where he had made his home for sev- 


eral years.'' Sam was buried with full military honors in Golden Gate National 


ar Countian | * 
Dies In Nevada 


Sam pene son: of Joseph HF: 
Dews e late Dora Collins 
Dews, died Sept. 19th,. 1959, at 
Reno, Nev., where he had made 
fhis home for several years. He 
was born at Gibson, Tenn., Oct. 
21, 1895 and was medring ‘his 64th 
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| A veteran of World War I, he 
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Cemetery at San Bernardino, California. Be 


4 Lillybrook; two half brothers, He- 
iber Dews and W. W. Dews. both; 
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Odell Cook Zola Dews William Woodrow 
Kath£een Dews Cook [Billy] Dews 


(Photo September, 1978) 


KATHLEEN GREY DEWS (1905- ) - Was the first child born to Joseph H. 
and Florence Sevy Dews. Kathleen was born at Mount Hope West Virginia on Nov- 
ember 18, 1905. She attended public schools in her home town and graduated 
from Mount Hope High School in June of 1924. In preparation for a teaching 
career she attended New River State College [now West Virginia Tech.] at Mont- 
gomery and Concord College at Athens, West Virginia, where she obtained a 
standard normal certificate as an elementary school teacher. Kathleen taught 
school in Raleigh County, West Virginia before she met and married Odie Odell 
Cook on November 11, 1929. They were married at Oak Hill, West Virginia, by the 
Rev. (Dr) Clarence Shirley Donnelly. Odell who is the son of M. H. and Mary 
Cook was born at Keyrock, West Virginia on February 16, 1902. Odell died on Aug- 
ust 5, 1987 and was placed to rest in Blue Ridge Memorial Gardens Mausoleum at 
Prosperity, WV. Like his father-in-law, Joe Dews, Odell spent most of his 
working years in the store business and before he retired was supervisor of a 
group of stores operated by a large coal company. Kathleen and Odell have one 

son,Joseph Odell Cook, who was born at Mount Hope, WV on September 2, 1930. 


Kathleen Dews Cook continues to make her home in Mullens, West Virginia, 
where she and Odell lived for many years after his retirement. Here she is 
active in the United Methodist Church and has a multitude of close friends. 
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ranean s Ta | Tea = = Joseph O Cook Family 
or iwi | fae ae June 30 1979 

At the wedding of 

Teresa Ann Cook 


and 
Stephen Francis Sherry 





Right to left: Joseph 0. Cook, [father 
of the bride] Debra Cook, Steve Sherry, 
Teresa Cook, and Peggy Dews Cook, [mo- 
ther of the bride} 


JOSEPH ODELL COOK (1930- ) - the only child of Odie Odell and Kathleen 
Dews Cook was born at Mount Hope, West Virginia, on September 2, 1930. His 
given name is for his grandfather, Joseph. H. Dews. Joe graduated from high. 
school at Stoco, West Virginia in 1948 and from the school of engineering at 
V.P.I. in Blacksburg, Virginia, in June of 1952. He saw service as a First 
Lieutenant in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers during the Korean Conflict [War]. 
Joe is a mining engineer and for several years he worked for a large mining 
company before he went with the Federal government as Administrator of the Fed- 
eral Coal Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA). Later he became Dep- 
uty Director of Coal Technology with the Department of Energy. In August of 
1982 Joe left the Federal government to return to private industry. He is now 
Superintendent of Rushton Coal Company, a subsidiary of Pennsylvania Power and 
Light Company. This change of employment meant a change of residence and on 
August 26, 1982 Joe and Peggy moved from their home in MacLean, Virginia, to 
State College, Pennsylvania. 


On December 18, 1956, Joseph 0. Cook married Peggy Lynn Dews, a daughter 
of Robert Clifford and Essie Hawkes Dews of Wilson, Virginia. They are the 
parents of two daughters - both with the enviable combination of beauty and 
intelligence. Teresa Ann was born at Beckley, West Virginia, on September 
1, 1957. Like her father she is a graduate of V.P.I where she received a degree 
in chemical engineering. She is now employed by a major Chemical Company in 
Chicago. In June of 1979, Teresa Ann married Stephen Francis Sherry, who is 
also a graduate of V.P.I. with a major in chemistry. Both Teresa and Steve 
are graduates Cum Laude from V.P.I. After moving to Illinois, Steve continued 
his education and graduated with a law degree from De Paul University in the 
spring of 1982. In Jume of the same year he passed the bar examination and is 
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now employed by a large law firm in Chicago. 


Debra Lynn Cook, the second daughter of Joseph 0. and Peggy Dews Cook 
was born on February 29, 1960, at Mullens, West Virginia. After completing 
high school, Debra attended Davidson College in Davidson, North Carolina, 
for two years before she entered William and Mary College in Virginia wheve 
she graduated on December 17, 1981, with a degree in accounting. Two days 
after she graduated from college [on December 19, 1981] Debra married Louis 
D. Mauro, a young attorney who was employed in Washington, D. C. A college 
degree and marriage did not slow Debra one iota because she passed all part of 
the Certified Public Accountants examination at her very first attempt. She 


is now employed by an accounting firm that has offices nation wide. 





yy 
SACRO AO NON 
RIS 


Pews 





Wa. 








* be gi 
ar = pee i. 
py es in "= Bed s Bg ers peed bes rw! | 
Pee A Ped Pere Le a 


J. Heber Dews Julia [Judy] Martin Dews 


(1982 Photo) 


J WEBER DEWS (1910- —+) - the third child and first son of Joseph H. 


and Florence Sevy Dews, was born at Mount Hope West Virginia, on August 3, 1910. 
Heber attended public schools in Fayette County, and after graduating from Mount 
Hope High School, he attended Mountain State Business College in Parkersburg, West 
Virginia where he majored in bookkeeping and accounting. Heb as he is known by 
his close friends, was a very handsome young man who attracted a large number of 
fair young fillies to his stables. For the most part Heb's working years were 
spent as a salesman for the Simonize Company of Chicago, Illinois, and for R. J. 
Reynolds Tobacco Company of Winston Salem, North Carolina. Like his father, Heb's 
outgoing personality surfaced early in life, and this trait led to considerable 
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success in his chosen profession as a salesman. 


Heber had no children by his first wife, Zelda Bryant. ‘Two sons were born 
during his second marriage to Marguerette Estelle Lee White. J. Heber, Jr., 
was born on September 11, 1941, and William Philip was born on April 2, 1943. 
Heber's first two marriages ended in divorce and on November 9, 1947, at Dalton, 
Georgia, he married Julia Martin who is a daughter of William Reed Martin, Sr. 
and Lillie Forrest White Martin. Julia is a native of West Virginia and is a 
niece of Posey Martin, formerly a prominent businessman in Montgomery, West 
Virginia. Heber is now retired and he and Julia make their home in Winston Salem, 
North Carolina. 


J HEBER DEWS JR (1941- ) - son of J. Heber and his second wife, 
Marguerette Lee White Dews, was born at Charleston, West Virginia, on September 
11, 1941. Danny, a nickname which he has carried since early in life, attended 
public schoo] at Rainelle, West Virginia, but he completed high school in Casa 
Grande, Arizona. He holds a B.S. debree in Business Administration. While 
serving in the U.S. Army, Danny met and married Gwendlyn Ann Robertson, whose 
father was also serving in the Army. Danny was with the army for over 
twenty years, he served two tours of duty in Germany and a like num- 
ber in Vietnam, He holds the Bronze Star Medal for valor which was 


awarded while he was serving in the Far East. Danny and his wife 





= Gwendlyn are the parents of three children. J. Heber Dews, II, was 
born on August 19, 1969; Elizabeth Ann Dews was born on January 22, 1971, and 

Thomas [Tommy] Allen Dews bornon January 21, 1974. In 1981 Danny retired from 
the U.S. Army in the grade of Senior Master Sergeant. He now makes his home in 


Phoenix, Arizona, where he is employed by the Pinkerton Security Agency. 


WILLIAM PHILIP DEWS SR (1943- ) = the second of two sons of J. Heber 
and Marguerette White Dews was born at Charleston, West Virginia on April 2, 
1943. His given name continues the tradition of having a WILLIAM DEWS in 
every generation. Moreover he did not break the custom when he gave his first 
born son the name William Philip» Dews, Jr. Bill's early childhood and through 
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his seventeenth year, was spent in Beckley, West Virginia where he attended pub- 
lic schools, however he graduated from Casa Grande Union High School in Casa 
Grande, Arizona, in 1961. He holds an Associate of Arts degree from Parkland 
College, Champaign, Illinois, and a B. S. degree [1976] in sociology from the 
University of Nebraska at Omaha. While a very young man William Philip enlist- 
ed in the U. S. Air Force and made this branch of the military a twenty year 
career from which he retired in the grade of Senior Master Sergeant. While in 
the service Bill served at various bases in the United States, along with over- 
Seas assignments both in Europe and the Far East. He holds the Air Force Merit- 
orious Service Medal and the Air Force Commendation Medal, along with several 
other service awards. 


While on a tour of duty in England Bill met Marjorie Cockle, an attractive 
and talented young English lady whom he married on March 14, 1964 at Saint Mary's 
Church in the town of Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk, England. Marjorie's parents, 
Arthur Henry and Minnie May Emma Linstead Cockle, are now deceased. Bill and 
Marjorie are the parents of three sons. William Philip Dews, Jr. was born on 
December 30, 1964 at the Royal Air Force Hospital in Lakenheath, Suffolk, England. 
Their second son, Troy Allen Dews, was born at Edwards Air Force Base in Calif- 
ornia on September 23, 1966, and he died on the same day. Their third son, Joseph 
Anthony Dews, was born while his parents were on their second tour of England on 
July 16, 1968. Like his brother William Philip Dews, Jr., Joseph Anthony was 
born in Suffolk, England. Since his retirement from the military service, Bill 
makes his home in Bossier City, Louisiana, where he teaches electronics at the 
Bossier Vocational Technical Institute. 


WILLIAM WOODROW DEWS (1913- ) - Billy was the youngest of the four 
children of Joseph Hopping and Florence Sevy Dews. He was born at Mount Hope, 
West Virginia, on Monday, April 14, 1913, under the Zodiac sign of Aries the Ram. 
Billy keeps alive in his generation the name WILLIAM, long a traditional given 
name for male members of the Dews family. He completed elementary and high 
school in his home town of Mount Hope and was schooled in the mercantile bus- 
iness under the tutelage of his father [a master of the trade] who operated a 
general store in the town. There is no doubt that he received quality training 
because after he left his father’s store for employment in various coal company 


stores, he was very soon one of the youngest managers of a company store op 
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erated by a major coal company in West Virginia. Not only did his father teach 
him well, but the dominant genes that make up the total character of William 
Woodrow Dews come from his dad, Joseph Hopping Dews. Billy has the same slend- 
er, trim body and the curly hair which in later years receded to a line imme- 
diately above the temple,are present in both. The two have outgoing person- 
alities, a keen mind and sharp wit. The only great difference between father 
and son is that Joseph H. was full of talk while Billy is full of silence. 


Following the path charted by William Dews, The Elder, his great-great 
grandfather of Revolutionary War fame, Billy did his part during World War II 
to preserve the military tradition of the family to serve when his country 
calls. When he entered the service in 1942, Billy Dews made one of the highest 
scores possible on the Army General Classification Test, and although he was 
urged by his superior officers, he declined an appointment to Officers’ Candid- 
ate School. Instead he selected an assignment as an administrative non-conmm- 
issioned officer in the Army Air Corpa [now U. S. Air Force]. From October 
1942 to May, 1945 he was stationed at Bedford Air Force Base in England where 
he was a Chief Operations NCO in charge of preparing combat missions for Pilots 
and flight crews. After the war in Europe ended Billy was placed in the re- 
deployment pipeline and had reached Marseilles, France on his way to the Far 
East when the war ended in August of 1945, 


After Billy returned home from World War II he resumed his former occu- 
pation as a store manager. At this time Billy Dews was nearing his mid thirties 
and had managed to escape matrimony. This unmarried status continued for a few 
more years, but at the age of 40 years, 4 months and 3 days [August 15, 1953] 
Billy surrendered to the charming Zola King, daughter of Oscar Dickerson King 
of Beckley, West Virginia. Like Billy, Zola was also in merchandising and they 
once worked for the same company. They are now both retired and make their 
home in Beckley, West Virginia. 
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PARENTS OF THE BERT WALKER FAMILY 


From Left: Lady in the dark dress 
reported to bea sister of Bert 
Walker. WikLiam Bert Walker and 
his wife, Martha J. Dews Walken, 
and her brother Joseph H. Dews. 


[Photo: c.a. 1944] 





MARTHA “MATTIE” DEWS (1882-1971) - the youngest of the nine children born to 
samuel S. and Mary Moore Dews saw first light on February 20, 1882. Her mother 
was forty-seven years old when she was born, and like that of her brothers and 





sisters, her birthplace was at the Saturday Road farm near Victor, West Virginia. 
She was named for her aunt Martha Julia Dews, her father's sister who married 
John B. Hardwick. Mattie [the name she was known by since her early childhood] 
was the only daughter of Captain Sam Dews to marry. She married William Bert 
Walker (1883-1960) on July 3, 1907, at Victor, West Virginia. The ceremony was 
performed by the Reverend A. H. Perkins. It was a home wedding and her niece, 
Laura Dews Horne, writes that she and her cousin Samuel Edwin Dews picked dai- 
sies to cover the arch she stood under to be married. Bert and Mattie Dews 
Walker are the parents of four children: Celeste, was born in 1908, Lois, 
born in 1910, Mary born in 1913, and William Bert Walker, Jr., born in 1916. 

In addition to her four children she reared two grandchildren, Jerry and Joyce 
Kitchen, and cared for her oldest sister, Nannie Dews, in her home for approx- 
imately ten of the last years of Nannie's long life. 


Mattie and Bert lived in several places in Fayette County, West Virginia, 
but for the most part they made their home in the upper Kanawha River Valley 
area in the towns of Gauley Bridge and Smithers. For a few years Mattie taught 
in the public schools as a substitute teacher, and she was always active in the 
affairs of her church. For twenty-five years she taught Sunday School at Camp- 
bell Memorial Baptist Church in Smithers, West Virginia. 


Like most Dewses of her generation, Aunt Mat was a confirmed, through-and- 
through, intensively deeprooted dyed-in-the-wool Democrat. In 1952 when Gen- 
eral Dwight D. Eisenhower was the Republican candidate for president I had just 
returned from a tour of service in the Korean War. In the fall of that year I 
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was being assigned to duty at Morgantown, West Virginia, and on my way from 
Charleston to my new station I passed through Smithers where Aunt Mattie was 
living and I decided to stop for a short visit. Since Aunt Mattie had not 

seen me for several years, and I was dressed in civilian clothes, I felt that 
she would not recognize me and I could use the element of lack of identity, 
along with the upcoming presidential election, to have a bit of fum at the ex- 
pense of one of my favorite kin people. I drove to her house and rang the 
front door bell, and when she came to the door I told her that I was a political 
worker and was seeking her support for General Eisenhower in the forthcoming 
election, As expected, she did not recognize me, and she immediately began to 
give me a tongue lashing, using words which she would not dare to even think 

of in front of her Sunday School Class. Her barbed pronouncements left no 

room for misunderstanding her thoughts and feeling at that moment. She said 
that she would rather be called a name some people use to place a cloud over 
one's ancestry than to be called or even to be thought of as a Republican. She 
went on to say that General Useless Simpleton Grant had created enough damage 
when he was President of the United States to last the country for several cen- 
turies and that it was not time to have another Republican General in the White 
House. While Aunt Mattie was a delightfully charming person who was hard to 
anger, there was one weakness in her protective armor and that was to ridicule 
her political party. The redness in her face told me that the deviling of one 
of my very favorite kin had gone far enough and the time had come for me to 
make my identity known and to ask for her forgiveness. I then placed my hands 
in a position to ward off fists and flying objects before telling Aunt Mattie 
who I was. After she simmered down, we had a pleasant afternoon together be- 
cause she said that I had always been one of her favorite nephews in spite of 
fact that she was sometimes the victim of my joshing and teasing. 


Mattie Dews Walker, like her brother Joe, was a person with an outgoing 
personality who never met a stranger and who was loved by all. She spent the 
last few years of her life with her grandson, Jerry Kitchen, at Moundsville, 
West Virginia. She spent nearly ninety years on this planet before the Heavenly 
Father called her home on September 16, 1971. She is buried in Montgomery 


Memorial Park at London, West Virginia. 


THE WALKER NAME 


A Medieval practice of "fulling cloth" [a process of cleansing and thickening 
cloth] was a practice, or occupation, which had different names in different 
regions. In the west and north of England and in Scotland it was called "walk- 
ing." Those engaged in the occupation were called "walkers" from which the 
name WALKER is derived. 
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CELESTE WALKER (1908- ) - the first of four children of William 
Bert and Martha "Mattie'’ Dews Walker, was born at Clifftop, West Virginia, on 
June 6, 1908. Celeste was an exceedingly beautiful girl who retained this 
comeliness from early childhood through her adult life. After completing high 
school, Celeste attended New River State College [now West Virginia Tech.] at 
Montgomery, West Virginia... In the mid 1920's she married Willard Kitchen (1902- 
1977) and three children were born of this union. Willard, Jr. [who went by 
the name Billy] was born in 1926 and died in infancy. Joyce Lois Kitchen was 
born in 1930 and died in 1981. Jerrald "Jerry" Walker Kitchen was born in 1933 
and died in 1971. After nine years of marriage she and Willard [Bill] Kitchen 
were divorced. She then married Otis Frisby but after about four years this 
marriage also ended in divorce. Her third husband, Carl Gentry, (1912-1952) 
died of lung cancer. About two years later [December 11, 1953] Celeste married 
Leslie 0. Jones. Leslie is a son of Lewis Edward and Eliza Jane Shamblin Jones 
was born at Boomer, West Virginia on September 7, 1913. Celeste and Leslie 
were married at the home of her brother, Bert Walker, Jr., at Fayetteville, West 
Virginia. Leslie was a master mechanist at the Alloy Plant of Union Carbide 
Corporation, where Celeste also worked for over twenty-eight years, first as a 
pay roll clerk and later as manager of the Mail Department. Celeste and Leslie 
now make their home in Pocahontas County, West Virginia. 


LOIS WALKER (1910-1967) - granddaughter of Captain Samuel S. Dews, she 
was the second of three daughters born to William Bert and Martha "Mattie" Dews 
Walker. Lois was born at the then thriving mining town of Caperton on New 
River in Fayette County, West Virginia. Caperton, like many other West Virginia 
mining towns is now extinct. Lois completed high school at Gauley Bridge, West 
Virginia, and like her aunt, May Dews, she became a registered nurse. Also, 
like her aunt May Dews, she never married. Lois died in 1967 and is buried in 
Montgomery Memorial Park at London, West Virginia. 


MARY WALKER 1913-1964) - the third of the four children of William Bert 
and Martha 'Mattie'’ Dews Walker was born in Fayette County, West Virginia, in 
1913. Mary attended public schools in the county and graduated from Gauley 
Bridge High School following which she attended West Virginia Tech. at Mont- 
gomery, West Virginia. Like many of her aunts [Nannie, Laura and May] Mary 
never married and made her home with her parents. She was a member of the 
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Gauley Bridge Methodist Church and at the time of her death in August 1964 she 
was an IBM operator for Union Carbide Metals Company at Alloy, West Virginia. 

Along with other members of her immediate family, Mary is buried in Montgomery 
Memorial Park at London, West Virginia. 





WILLIAM BERT WALKER JR (1916- +) - the fourth child and only son 
of William Bert Walker, Sr., and Martha "Mattie" Dews Walker, was born at Mount 
Hope, West Virginia, on July 11, 1916. William Bert Walker, Jr., who since 
very early childhood has been called Junior, graduated from Gauley Bridge High 
School, Gauley Bridge, West Virginia. During World War II Junior served with 
distinction with the 505th Parachute Infantry of the famous 82nd Airborne Div- 
ision. 


| [1978 photo] 







For the most of his working years, 

f Junior was employed with Union Carbide 

ie Corporation at Alloy, West Virginia. His 

wife, Mary Alice, is a daughter of Hazen L. 
and Florian M. Webb. She was born at Eskdale, 

| Kanawha County, West Virginia on May 27, 

1926. William Bert, Jr., and Mary Alice 


| were married at Alloy, West Virginia, on 


ALice webb William Bont 
WalRrenr Walker, Jnr. 
were both born at Charleston, West Virginia, on June 22, 1964. Jumior is now 





i 


Mary 


i 


June 5, 1948. They are the parents of two 
daughters, Deanna Lee and Sandra Dea, who 


retired and he and his family make their home in Fayetteville, West Virginia. 


JERRY KITCHEN (1933-1972) - grendson of Martha Dews Walker is listed 
among her children because he spent his developing years with his grandmother 
and she spent her declining years with him. Jerry married Ruth Ann Marshall 
and they are the parents of four children: Mark Kitchen, born in 1957; Jean 
Ann Kitchen, born in 1928; Cris Kitchen, born in 1961, and John Dews Kitchen, 
born in 1967. Both Jerry and his wife Ruth Ann died before they had hardly 
reached the middle years of a normal life span. 
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COLLATERAL RELATIVES 


WEBSTER S COLLEGIATE DICTIONARY DEFINES 
COLLATERAL [RELATIVES] AS: “BELONGING 
TO THE SAME ANCESTRAL STOCK BUT NOT IN 
A DIRECT LINE OF DESCENT. 
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OTHER BRANCHES OF THE DEWS FAMILY TREE 


Myra Vanderpool Gormley, Los Angles Times Syndicate, in an article published 
on January 2, 1986 writes in part as follows: "Sooner on Later a Long American 
pedignee will carry you back to Old Virginia, on what's now West Virginia." 
Another writer describes the Old Dominion as: "The seed bed of the Republic. " 


As to their establishment in North America, it appears that the DEWS family 
tree was germinated in southern Virginia, and from there spread in the United 
States to all sections of the country. Since they, and/or their ancestors, 
left tracks in the same geographic area of Virginia as did William Dews, 5Sr., 
the Dewses shown in this section have an obsecure but certainly a collateral 
relationship to him. It should be mentioned that the name William seemed to 
hold a predominate position as a given name for male members of all generations 


and was the name favored by every branch of the DEWS family. 
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_ Deines Group Becoro 


HUSBAND CHARLES EDWARD DEWS 
Date of birth _March 3L,. 1893 Place 
Date of marriage _June 15, 1912 Place _Nashville, TN 








Date of death March 8, 1963 Place _Albany, GA 
Burial date Place Blakely, GA 





Husband’s father “naries C. YEWS Husb. mother 


maiden name Catherine Kirwin 


Other wives of husband 
WIFE | ALEXINE LOVELL BATES 
Date of birth__June 28, 1893 Place__Nashville, ITN 
Date of death May 20, Place Blakely, GA 
Burial date Place _Blakely, GA 
Wife's father THOMAS LLOYD BATES Wife's mother 
CLARA ALLEN LOVELL 


maiden name 











Other husbands of wife 





CHILDREN = Soaegee 
In order of birth WHEN BORN WHERE BORN Date of lst 


Day Mo. Yr | Town &/or warriage DEATH 
County Day Mo Yr 





Sh a ge a a 











|_| CHARLES EDWARD (3) 30 JUN 1923 Nashville, TN | MARY -wo-HOctOWAY | 23 MAR 1966 
2 /m {ropeRT PORTER 10 JUL 192 MARION SHULTZ __ 
11 JUN 1943 _ _ 
J THOMAS MILTON 1 JUL 1917 | Nashville, TN | yIRGINIA TYE 
. iw {kenneth KIRWIN 8 JAN 1922 | Blakely, GA 
5 Ff |caTHERtNe CLAIRE | 7 JUN 1923] Blakely, GA 
6 y ALTON LOVELL 11 FEB 1928 
ee eee ee 
"i EE ee Etro ene 
se a a ee 
Ye ee ee as 
Te ieee atlas Os Ceo 
7 rr ee CE! Ce 
This information obtained by If obtained from Court or other 
or from records 
Date 26 NOV 1986 Date of search 
Compiler CATHERINE DEWS JENKINS Documents 





North Woodlawn Street 
Address = e Page 


ne ee ee) 


Book No. 


Office of record 


COMMENTS BOBBY DEWS who for many years was a coach for the Atlanta Braves baseball 
team (and now an Executive with the team) is a son of Robert Porter Vews. 
em tap SS SSS 





City Blakely State GA 31723 





emul 
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Bara LY Group Born 











Date of birth ca 1771 Place Isle of Wight County, V 
Date of marriage i Place Isle of Wight County, “" 
Date of death between 15 Sep 1834 & 12 May 1835 Place Isle of Wight County, VA 
Burial date Place 

Husband's father Husb. mother 





maiden nama 
Other wives of husband SALLY CROCKER , 16 Dec 1827, married in Isle of Wight Co. VA 


WIFE lst CHARLOTTE WOMBLE 
Date of birth Place 








Date of death between 1620 and 1827. Place Isle of Wight County, VA 
Burial date Place 

Wife's father _DRITTAIN WOMBLE Place 

Wife's mother (eee ee ee EE pe nee 
maiden name HARTY CASEY 


Other husbands of wife 





CHILDREN WHEN BORN WHERE BORN Date of lst marriage | DATE CF 


DEATH 


Town and/or 
county Day Mo Yr 


Isle of Wight Prior to 
ape] co 754 [coat va | cramuescymimen | tase 

Isle of eer 
2 ee 

sle o ae 

| races news | _ en a797 |tounty, va | wit Seana 

_17 JUL 1628 APR 1837 
: iw wuz nes | __ ca 2000: County, VA MARTHA L. CLARK 

Isle of Wight _27 OT 1821 | Between MAR 


In orcer of birth }| Day Me. Yr. 


To whom 









Isle of Wight 
5 ca 1803 | County, VA 


7 aa JOSIAH DEWS (Mentiohed in Thomas’ Will, but not folind—in eny ether record 


Isle of Wight _14 MAY 1]833_ 
DAWSON (a/k/a DORSEY) ca 1806 Count VA LOUISE FOSTER 
Isle of a 27 DEC 1837 11 JUL 1877 
J 19 SEP 1807 | Count ANN A. SMITH Mt Holly, AR 


Date of search__26 Jan 1987) This information ebtained by 
Documents Will dated 15 SEP 1834. 1834 or from 

Book Na. __ 20 Page __193 é JANUARY 3 

Offices of record CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT 2 ge nel A a 





Compiler ELI M. DEWS 
Address _ 2925 Clemwood Dr 
City Orlando StateFL 


Comments The Family Group data shown above was reconstructed from information in the will 
of THOMAS DEWS along with census records of Isle of Wight County, VA for the years 1810, 
18620 and 1830. 


Isle of Wight County, VA 23397 
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PUBLIC RECORDS OF 
ISLE OF WIGHT COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
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Bam LY (rour Recoro 








Dews 
HUSBAND DORSEY [a/k/a DAWSON DEWS 
Date of birth Cc. a. 1806 Place Isle of Wight County, Virginia 
Date of marriage 14 MAY 1833 Place Isle of Wight County, Virginia 





Date of death Place 





Burial date Place 
$ e 
Husband‘s fatherTHOMAS DEWS Husb mother pS eeese geen nen 
maiden name 
Other wives of husband 2nd wife was FRANCES PARR, Mother of #9 and most 
likely #8 - Frances was the widow of JAMES B. JOHNSON. 
WIFE LOUISE FOSTER 
Date of birth C.a. 1811 Place 
Date of death c.a. 1851 
Burial date 
Wife's father Wife's mother 


eG SE aL ED 





Other husbands of wife 








Date of lst DATE OF 


marriage — DEATH 


es ee D Mo Yr 
To whom ay 


JOHN W. DEWS 1834 Isle of ‘Isle of Wight! no trace after_i8490 census 
Cae VA es ee 
MARY F. DEWS 1835 No trace after 1840 census 


1838 e No trace after 1840 census 
. [names of H/H Pe ee Fi nfancy 
do no_ trace af B40 cer 


CHILDREN — WHEN BORN | WHERE BORN 
In order of birth Day Mo. Yr | Town &/or 


County 











un Nee 
HAREM BE 


w 






> 


members census] 
LOUISIANA DEWS 1842 


a 






lee ane in 1900 was 
8 1853 SARAH HARRIET DEW$living in Union 
County. AR 
10 i ed ON EE eet 
at —|- fp NE FS Ee Secret 
7 2 a AN ee ete 
This information obtained by If obtained from Court or other 
or from records 
Date September 17, 1983 Date of search 


Compiler _MARY GREGG 


3604 Spottswood - #2 


Address Book No. Pane ane creer gl 8 | cm dene 


COMMENTS Since there is a 6 year or more i 
FRANCES PARR JOHNSON 
emd 
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Bava LY Grour Recoro 


HUSBAND HEZEKIAH DEWS 





Date of birth _ 19 Sep 1807 Place Isle of Wight County, VA 
Date of marriage _2] Dec 1837 Place _tUnion County, AR 

Date of death 11 Jul 21873 Place Union County, AR 

Burial date Place Mt Holly Presbyterian Church 
Husband‘s father T ‘ther THOMAS DEWS DEWS Husb. mother 


maiden name 





Other wives of husband 


wIFe ANNE (OR ANN AGNES) SMITH 





Date of birth_9 Sep 1820 Place_ Arkansas 

Date of death 28 May 1894 Place Union County, AR 

Burial date Place Mt Holly Presbyterian Church 
Wife's father Wife's mother 


i ee ee 


maiden name 





Other husbands of wife 








CHILDREN 
In order of birth 


Date of lst DATE OF 


marriage DEATH 
Day Mo Yr 


WHEN BORN | WHERE BORN 
Day Mo. Yr | Town &/or 


County 


TUN Sh AL 
Union Co. A a | pear ase 





eee rm rc 


F | ELIZABETH FRANCES 
MARY ELLEN 








le al | 
ee ope 

EDWIN LUCIUS Union Co. AR | MARY McRAE in 1915 
4) F | LUCILLA A. Union Co. AR | WILLIAM E. McRAE |in 1900 

(1) JANE BLACK [still living 
5 ALFRED HIRAM 2) ANN E.SPRAGINS |in 1910 
6 + LUCY R. Sn: a Ste EDWARD C. WRIGHT |early 1880's 
1 e.. SARAH HARRIET Sep 185 ie son of DOR rc pers: per ahi 
coed | ee 
28] m | sosern en asrd unten Go, wn | "~~~ 
oe i ee a 
| | =----- | 
wf | | ----+-| |. | | 
This information obtained by If obtained from Court or other 
or from records 


Date 17 SEP 1983 


Compiler MARY GREGG Heeceauts 


04 Spottawood - 
Addrese__36 ottsne fe Book No. Page 


Date,of G@arch ae ne 








Office of record Pe 


COMMENTS 








emd 
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Dias 





HUSBAND CURTIS C. DEWS 
Date of birth ca 1826 Place HALIFAX ; 
Date of marriage _15 JUN 1849 Place DAVIDSON COUNTY, ITN 
Date of death 6 FEB 1906 Place DAVIDSON COUNTY, TN 
Burial date Place SPRING HILL CEMETERY, DAVIDSON CO. 


Husband's father REUBEN G. DEWS Husb. mother 
maiden name SARAH BLACK 





Other wives of husband 


WIFE ELIZABETH WOOD(S) 
Date of birth ca_ 1834 Place 

















Date of death Place 
Burial date Place 
Wife's father Wife's mother 


Lp an SE ES SED. SRE NC AIS ON ST 


maiden name 


Other husbands of wife 





CHILDREN 
In order of birth 


Date of lst DATE OF 


marriages DEATH 
Day Mo Yr 


WHEN BORN | WHERE BORN 
Day Mo. Yr | Town &/or 
County 


JOHN _DEWS | __ 21849] NASHVILLE, TN 
HENRY ALLEN DEVS rer 1937 
1054 
JncxSON _DEWS 
i 


To whom 








N ie 


un 


ts) 


 S 





ee i 

to lg 

FY er oe Mc 

ee a | ce 

Heda  uatns | ane 

i ee 

[re 

This information obtained by If obtained from Court or other 
or from records 

Date 22 SEP 1986 Date of search 

Compiler S. ED (WHITE) GREENWOOD ments 1860 Census Davidson County, TN 

Address 307 We HILLVIEW Book No. Page 118 & 268 

City WINSLOW State AZ 86047 noose of record 

COMMENTS 
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Bama LY Grour Recorp 








HUSBAND HENRY ALLEN DEWS 
Date of birth SEP 1853 Place NASHVILLE (DAVIDSON COUNTY) TN 
Date of marriage 1/7 JAN 1878 Place NASHVILLE, IN 
Date of death 16 NOV 1937 Place MINERAL WELLS, 1X 
Burial date ____17 NOV 1937 Ss Place WEATHERFORD (PARKER COUNTY) TX 
Husband's father CURTIS DEWS Husb. mother 


maiden name ELIZABETH WOODS 
Other wives of husband 


WIFE ELIZABETH JANE SUTTLE 
Date of birth 1 FEB 1857 Place_NASHVILLE (DAVIDSON COUNTY) TN 





Date of death 8 MAY 1947 Place FORT WORTH (TARRANT COUNTY) TX 
Burial date SJ MAY 1947. ss—“(<és*éPCOE WATT RFORD (PARKER COUNTY) TX 
Wife's father WILLIAM SUTTLE Wife's mother 


maiden name MARY TAYLOR 
Other husbands of wife 





EE ELL ny 


WHEN BORN | WHERE BORN 
Day Mo. Yr | Town &/or 


CHILDREN 
In order of birth 


Date of lst DATE OF 
marriage DEATH 


County Day Mo Yr 








ee en a ee nial 


FRANK W. _DEWS 

FRED Devs _|L7 Oot 1086 [ NASHVILLE, TW | desma STMSCINS [20 FEB 1996 
TN 
TN 


=~] & ta N ie 


uw 


On 





8 
3 ca 1898 | COUNTY, TX We Je OBARTS 
GARNER, PARKER 
10 CLAYTON E. DEWS |26 OCT 1902 | county. Tx - BAKER 
* 
‘eee ee ee 
This information obtained by If obtained from Court or other 
or from records 

Date 22 SEP 1986 Date of search 





Compiler Sp ED (WHITE) GREENWOOD =p 


City WINSLOW State AZ 86047 





Book No. 
Office of record 


Page 











COMMENTS 





ec eee PS 


emd 


Number 
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mo oOo nN Oo 
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12 


14 
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APPENDIX 


Last Will and Testament of WILLIAM DEWS, SR. [The Elder] 
Last Will and Testament of WILLIAM DEWS, JR. 

Partial Confederate War Record of Captain Samuel S. Dews 
Deed from WILLIAM DEWS, SR. and his wife SARAH 


Extracts from Grantor & Grantee Books, Public Records of 
Halifax and Pittsylvania Counties of Virginia 


Last Will and Testament of JOHN DEWS, Halifax County, VA 
Deed from EZEKIEL HENDRICK to WILLIAM DEWS, JR. 

Tax List, Pittsylvania County, Virginia 

Copy of Deed from SAMUEL PANNILL to WILLIAM DEWS 
Hendrick marriages recorded in Amelia County, Virginia 


Partial biography of EUGENE FAUNTLEROY CORDELL (pg 638 
Virginia Genealogies). 


Pages from the history of ISLE OF WIGHT COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
as pertains of COLONEL THOMAS DEWS 


Deed from MARIA E. DEWS, et al, closing the estate of 
her father WILLIAM DEWS, JR. 


Deed from MARTHA J. [DEWS] HARDWICK, et al. transferring 
her share of land from her father's estate [WILLIAM 
DEWS, JR.] to JAMES E. MIDDLETON 

Letter dated August 28, 1982 from MRS. ALBERT S. CURRY 
to ELI M. DEWS, Re: MARTHA HARDWICK family after 
their migration to the State of Texas. 


Letter from Hollins College, Hollins College, Virginia 
reporting that MISSOURI DEWS was a student there 
from 1853-1855. 


Pages 
198-199 
200-202 
203-205 
206 


207-212 
213 
214 
215-216 
217 
218 


219 
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222-223 
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Even though his unit (Company C 
60th Regiment, Virginia Infantry) 
was mustered into service on 31 
August 1861, for 12 months, Capt. 
Samuel S. Dews spent over four 
years with the Confederate army. 
Before he joined the 60th, he was 
a member of Company C, 22nd Va. 
Volunteer Infantry. 
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GRANTOR 
62 28 
45 21 
223 22 


FROM GRANTEE BOOKS - HALIFAX COUNTY, VIRGINIA 


DATE 





Jun 
May 
Oct 
Oct 
Sep 
Apr 
Aug 
Aug 
Aug 
sep 
sep 
Aug 


Oct 


Dec 


Dec 


sep 


Nov 


Nov 


Nov 
Mar 


Apr 


1782 
1783 
1785 
1791 
1797 
1801 
1810 
1822 
1823 
1826 
1829 
1830 


1830 


1835 


1835 


1841 


1841 
1842 


1842 
1847 
1852 


(1752-1928) 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TRANSACTION 


Joseph Smith, et ux to JOHN DEWS, 200 A. County Line 
William Pollard to JOHN DEWS, 300 A. County Line. 

John Raney to WILLIAM DEWS, 400 A. Buffalo Creek. 
Littleberry Eppern to JOHN DEWS, 200 A. Tinsley Creek. 
Joshuah Tuck to JOHN DEWS, 129 A. Buffaloe Creek. 

T. Carter & Co., to JOHN DEWS, 100 A. 

J. McCallester to WILLIAM DEWS, 200 A. Buffaloe Creek. 
WILLIAM DEWS to SAMUEL DEWS, 330 A. Buffaloe Creek. 

D. Hix to EZEKIEL DEWS, 100 A. Tinsley Creek. 

J. Coy to WILLIAM DEWS, 213 A. Buffaloe Creek. 

Lewis Merritt to EZEKIEL DEWS, 213 A. Tinsley Creek. 


L. Birthright to EZEKIEL DEWS, two parcels, 106% A. 
and 108 A. on Tinsley Creek. 


EZEKIEL DEWS to WILLIAM DEWS, JR., two parcels, 54 A. 
and 29 A. on Pannells Ferry Road. 


WILLIAM DEWS, SR., Estate, to EZEKIEL DEWS, 506 A. 
Buffaloe Creek. 


EZEKIEL DEWS to WILLIAM DEWS, JR., 506 A. Buffaloe 
Creek. 


E. Barksdale to WILLIAM DEWS, JR., two parcels, 400+ 
A., and 12 A. both parceis on Tinsley Creek. 


S. Sprangins to WILLIAM DEWS, 650 A. Buffaloe Creek. 


Amy Tucker to NATHANIEL DEWS, 50 A. and personal 
property. 


Amy Tucker to NATHANIEL DEWS. 
W. Collins to WILLIAM DEWS, 164% A. Buffaloe Creek. 


S. Price to EDWIN DEWS, real and personal property. 
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Feb 


Jan 


Feb 


1791 


1798 
1802 


JOHN DEWS, to T. Bailey, 50 A. Little Cherry Tree 
Creek. 


WILLIAM DEWS, to J. Harris, 208 A. Buffalo Creek. 


JOHN & ELIZABETH DEWS to James McCallister, 200 A. 
Buffaloe Creek. 


APPENDIX 5 - PG 1 


207 
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BOOK PAGE 
19 549 
25 348 
26 595 
28 549 
28 549 
30 194 
30 543 
31 584 
32 155 
32 139 
42 551 
42 556 
42 299 
47 212 
50 640 
51 415 
22 387 
56 418 
57 318 
57 318 
58 459 
62 254 
63 169 
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25 


24 


24 


24 


11 


26 


25 


23 


23 


04 


04 
04 


25 


25 


13 
27 
27 


16 


23 


06 
O01 
14 


DATE 
Jul 


Jul 
Nov 


Jul 


Jul 


Mar 


Aug 


Aug 


Feb 


Feb 


Dec 


Dec 


Dec 


Nov 


Aug 


Aug 
Mar 


Oct 


Jul 


Nov 


Dec 
Jan 


Mar 


1803 


1815 
1817 
1820 


1820 


1822 


1822 


1823 


1824 


1824 


1835 


1835 
1835 


1841 


1845 


1849 
1854 
1856 


1857 


1857 


1859 
1871 
1878 


(Continued } 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TRANSACTION 


ELIZABETH DEWS, to James McCallister, 200 A. Buffaloe 
Creek. 


JOHN DEWS to Luke Miller, 100 A. Buffaloe Creek. 
REUBEN DEWS to J. Johnson, 100 A. Cherry Tree Creek. 


SALLEY DEWS & WILLIAM DEWS, SR. to L. Birthright 
1063 A. Tinsley Creek. 


REUBEN G. DEWS, to L. Birthright 100} A. Tinsley 
Creek. 


REUBEN DEWS, et ux to J. Patrick, 106% A. and 
personal property, Tinsley Creek. 


SARAH & WILLIAM DEWS, SR., to SAMUEL DEWS, 230 A. 
Buffalo Creek. 


JOHN DEWS Estate, to EZEKIEL DEWS, 100 A. Tinsley 
Creek. 


REUBEN DEWS et ux to L. Birthright, 108 A. Buffaloe 
Creek. 


SARAH & WILLIAM DEWS, SR. to L. Birthright, 108 A. 
Buffaloe Creek. 


SAMUEL DEWS, Executor estate of WILLIAM DEWS, SRe 
to EZEKIEL DEWS, 506 A. Buffalo Creek 


EZEKIEL DEWS, to T. Waller, 420 A. Tinsley Creek. 


EZEKIEL AND MARTHA DEWS, to WILLIAM DEWS, JR., 506 A. 
Buffaloe Creek 


WILLIAM & NANCY DEWS to Joseph Stone 325+ A. Buffalo 
Creek. 


WILLIAM & NANCY DEWS to C. Waller, 209 A. Buffaloe 
Creek. 


SAMUEL & ELIZABETH DEWS, TO T. Barber, 4 A. 
WILLIAM DEWS to Samuel Pannell, 175 A. Buffaloe Creek 


SAMUEL & ELIZABETH DEWS, to James Lovelace, 268 A. 
Buffaloe Creek 


HARDWICK, JOHN & MARTHA [daughter of William Dews, 
Jr.] sold 184 A. to John Waller for $920. Land 
came from the William Dews, Jr. estate and boarders 
that of Waller and Lovelace on Buffalo Creek. 


WILLIAM DEWS, JR., Estate to John Waller, 184 A. 
Buffaloe Creek. 


AMY DEWS to William Tucker, Personal Property. 
AMY DEWS,Estate to Charles Beal, 100 A. Runaway Creek 


WILLIAM DEWS, JR., Estate to J. Middleton, 160 A. 
Buffaloe Creek. 
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65 


65 


65 


69 


69 


37 


39 


42 


PAGE 
114 





257 


257 


706 


706 
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28 


18 


22 


26 


26 


DATE 





Aug 1876 


Jan 1877 


Jan 1877 


Jun 1882 


Jun 1882 


{Continued ) 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TRANSACTION 


MARIA E. DEWS, to Evan Waller, 240 A. Buffaloe 
Creek 


McCRAW, JOHN A., and EVAN WALLER, Trustees of 
James A. Middleton who bought 140 A. from the 
HENDRICK family. 


WILLIAM BBWS, JR., Estate to Evan Waller, 150 A. 


Buffalo Creek. 


MARIA E. DEWS, to W. P. Harvey, 3/4 of 314 A. 
Cody's Tavern-Green Hill Road 


MARY P. DEWS, Estate, to W. P. Harvey, 3/4 of 
314 A. Cody's Tavern-Green Hill Road. 
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341 


411 


322 


161 


04 


Ag 


18 


04 


20 


22 


Jul 1805 


May 1821 


Oct 1824 


Apr 1835 


Jan 1837 


Dec 1838 


Samuel Pannill and Judith, his wife, of Campbell 


County, Virginia, sold to WILLIAM DEWS of Pitt- 


Sylvania County, Virginia, for £130 one undivided 
half of the tract of land on Buffaloe Creek where 
Precillar Hendrick now lives and WILLIAM DEWS will 


not have clear title until after the death of 
Pricillar. 


John Blanks and his wife Nancy of Pittsylvania 


County, Virginia, sold to WILLIAM DEWS of Halifax 


County, Virginia, 78 A. on Banister River in 


in Pittsylvania County, Virginia, for £90. Land 


bordered by parcel owned by Joseph Blanks. 


Ezekiel Hendrick and his wife Jane of Pittsylv- 


ania County, Virginia, sold to WILLIAM DEWS, JR. 


for $250, 109 3/4 A. on both sides of Buffaloe 
Creek. Land bordered by parcel owned by John 
McHaneys at the head of the branch. 


EZEKIEL DEWS bought 1,511 A. for $2,514 from 
Cornelious and Patience McHaney. Land lies on 
the waters of Big and Little Straight Stone 
Creeks and boarders John McHaneys, Mitchell, 
Gilberts and Tampleton. South and north pronge 
of Big Straightstone. 


EZEKIEL DEWS, loaned money collateraled by 
personal property. 


William S. and George Pannill [to satisfy debt 
to James Mitcheil] sold to Vincent Dickerson 
and WILLIAM DEWS 253 A. of land and personal 
property. Land bounded by WILLIAM DEWS, John 
Patrick, and others. 
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(continued) 
BOOK PAGE DATE BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TRANSACTION 
43 72 19 Aug 1839 SAMUEL DEWS, highest bidder on 431 A. of land on the 


Staunton River, Pittsylvania County. Land boarders 
Kelley's Corner & Rogers on land from Dabney. 


43 172 29 Oct 1839 WILLIAM DEWS, JR. (Halifax County) loaned George 
Bruce (Pittsylvania County) $650 paid by EZEKIEL 
DEWS, secured by personal property. 


48 58 20 Nov 1843 NATHANIEL DEWS and wife Amy, defaulted on a loan to 
John Tucker who was paid by EZEKIEL DEWS. Nathaniel 
Dews gave Joshua [?] six slaves to sell at the high- 
est bidder. 


18 Jun 1844 WILLIAM DEWS loaned John Owen money to buy land 
bordered by McHaney, Lovelace, and EZEKIEL DEWS. 


48 139 17 Jan 1844 Edward Smith gave NATHANIEL DEWS personal property to 
settle his debt with EZEKIEL DEWS. 


15 Mar 1847 CHARLES T. DEWS buys land from WILLIAM DEWS 


51 14 16 Sep 1847 WILLIAM DEWS in a trust between Wesley Wright and 
John Cobbes. 


51 149 15 Jan 1848 WILLIAM DEWS received personal property from John H. 
Templeton, who owed $56 to the estate of C. J. Clements 
Administrator of the will was Lucie Ann Clement. 


51 268 23 Jun 1848 John Templeton gave personal property [cattle and 
crops] to WILLIAM and EZEKIEL DEWS to satisfy debt. 


53 296 04 Nov 1851 WILLIAM DEWS received personal property from Francis 
Blanks to sell at auction to pay debts owed by Blanks 
to William Pannill. 


a0 57 13 Dec 1853 EDWIN DEWS of Richmond, Virginia, and others are 
trustees of 30 A. of land for Elizabeth, Trescilla, 
and Susan Price. 


55 476 19 May 1855 William Clement and his wife Susan pay debts to 
WILLIAM DEWS who is administrator for Mrs. Whitlou. 


56 220 11 Apr 1856 EDWIN DEWS of Richmond, Virginia, receives 30 A. of 
land from the Price estate. 


59 519 07 Dec 1860 MARY P. DEWS buys 1 A. of land from Thomas Anderson 
in Riceville, Virginia, for $10. 


60 183 10 Dec 1870 William and Elizabeth Ferguson sell 91 A. of land 
to MARY P. DEWS for $60. Land located on Bird Creek. 
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15 56 16 Jun 1806 GILBERT DFWS where abouts unknown. Land sold at 
auction to William Irby. 
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(continued) 
BOOK PAGE DATE BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TRANSACTION 
21 37 19 May 1817 REUBEN & SARAH DEWS, sell 300 A. to Thomas Black of 


Campbell County, Virginia, for $200.Land bounded by 
Allens Creek, and property owned by Dawson and Doss. 


27 314 08 Mar 1825 WILLIAM and NANCY DEWS sell 78 A. to John Tucker for 
$250. Land bounded by Banister River. 


28 392 23 Dec 1826 WILLIAM DEWS and wife NANCY, EZEKIEL DEWS and wife 
MARTHA, McCoyle Garvin and wife Mary A., Samuel 
stone, Jr., along with Elizabeth, Prudence, Joseph, 
Joshua and Judith Stone, children of Joshua Stone, Jr. 
deceased. WILLIAM DEWS sells the land of Joshua 
Stone, Jr. to be distributed to his children. Each 
of the four heirs owned 75 acres boarding Bird Creek, 
John Hodnett, Isham Farmer and Willis Glass. 


28 396 23 Dec 1826 WILLIAM and NANCY DEWS, EZEKIEL and MARTHA M. DEWS, 
McCOYLE and MARY A. GARVIN, SAMUEL, JR. and ELIZABETH 
STONE, ALONG WITH THE CHILDREN OF JOSHUA STONE, JR. 
sold to PRUDENCE STONE, widow of Joshua Stone 357 A. 


30 100 19 Nov 1827 REUBEN DEWS and his wife SARAH of Halifax County 
sold a parcel of land (no description) to William 
Turner. Land was given to Sarah by her father 
Thomas Black. 


37 361 15 May 1835 EZEKIEL and MARTHA DEWS sold to Martin Hempleton 
40 A. land on Straightstone Creek for $225. 


48 287 26 Apr 1844 WILLIAM DEWS was a Trustee with Vincent Dickerson 
to secure sums of Money for William S. Pannill on 
land owned by James A. and Polly Mitchell. 


49 15 21 Oct 1844 NATHANIEL DEWS, party of the first part, and JOSHUA 
DEWS and Joseph Turner of the second part, and 
SARAH B. DEWS, Miller and Rucker, Grocers of Lynch- 
burg, Virginia, Thomas Templeton, Martin Templeton, 
Richard Logan, Hiram Hubbard, John McHaney of the 
third part. Owes SARAH DEWS $500, Miller and Rucker 
[merchants] $60, Thomas Templeton $25, Martin Temple- 
ton $10, Richard Logan $10, Hiram Hubbard $50, John 
McHaney $263. Debts were paid by selling personal 
property. AMY DEWS was mentioned as being the wife 
of NATHANIEL DEWS. 


50 359 15 Mar 1847 WILLIAM DEWS as administrator of the estate of Joshua 
Stone, Sr., of Halifax County sells to CHARLES T. DEWS 
land lying in Pittsylvania County on both prongs of 
Allen Creek containing 522 acres for $2,346. The “land 
is bounded by property owned by Samuel Hubbard, Rawley 
Thompson, deceased, and Joel Hubbard. 


51 244 19 May 1848 REUBEN DEWS, and his wife Sally (formerly Sally Black) 
living in Davidson County, Tennessee, appoint Washing- 
ton Couch their attorney to collect money entitled to 


them from Bobby White, Executor of the estate of Susan 
Black (Sally's mother) of Pittsylvania County, Va. 
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{continued} 


BOOK PAGE DATE BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TRANSACTION 


53 277 20 Oct 1851 WILLIAM DEWS, Adm. Estate of Joshua Stone, Sr. sells 
150 A. to Mary Pigg (husband Clement Pigg, decd) for 
$32.20. Land lying on Old Womens Creek. 


54 270 29 Dec 1852 EZEKIEL and LUCINDA DEWS, his wife, donated the land 
and spring along with a Baptist Church at Straightstone 
to the church trustees - James Lovelace, WILLIAM DEWS, 
Jermiah W. Graves, John F. Patrick, John D. Hunt, John 
Gilbert and Samuel Miller. Stipulated it remain a 
Baptist church for public worship and if dissolved 
property reverts back to the family. 


55 355 15 Jan 1855 EZEKIEL and LUCINDA DEWS, his wife, sold 2 A. to John 
H. Estes for $500. Land borders EZEKIEL DEWS, Lewis 
Yeatts and Straightstone meeting house. 


56 146 O2 Feb 1856 EZEKIEL and LUCINDA DEWS, sell 5% A. to John F. 
Patrick for $82.40. Land borders Thomas Lain, John 
F. Patrick and Ezekiel Dews on Straightstone Creek. 


58 343 21 Feb 1859 JOSHUA DEWS of Halifax County sold to Joseph 5S. 
Thompson of Pittsylvania County his share in the 
estate [both real & personal] received from Joshua 
and Prudence Stone, both deceased. 


63 36 19 Oct 1868 JOSHUA DEWS and MARY T. DEWS (decd) administrator of 
the estate if EZEKIEL DEWS, sold to Elizabeth Lovelace 
135 A. of land originally allotted MARY T. DEWS, now 
deceased, for $1,350. 


63 550 29 Jun 1870 VIRGINIA F. DEWS of Campbell County sells 95 A. on 
Straightstone Creek to Lewis Yeates for $300. Land 
bounded by John Bates, Tazwell F. Dews & Lewis Yeatts. 


67 566 12 Oct 1874 MARY P. DEWS sold 1 A. in Riceville to Joel T. Jones. 


68 115 15 Mar 1875 FLOYD G. DEWS of Callaway County, Missouri, sold 22 A. 
in Pittsylvania County to Francis M. Pearcy for $350. 
Land is from the estate of EZEKIEL DEWS and is being 
disputed as to ownership by both Lucinda and Joshua Dews 


69 217 O1 Dec 1875 MARY P. DEWS sells to Joel Ferguson for $500, 98 A. 
on Bird Creek adjoinint John Hodnett. 


77 127 20 Sep 1880 TAZWELL F. DEWS, a single person, of Callaway County, 
Missouri gave power of attorney of J.W. Drapher Estes. 


77 208 07 Oct 1880 TAZWELL F. DEWS attorney sells to A. W. Moon 95 A. 
for $260. Land from the estate of EZEKIEL DEWS is 
bounded by Lewis Yeatts, Fannie Piercy & John Clement. 


93 455 25 Jan 1888 SAMUEL DEWS of Campbell County, Virginia released & 
relinquished unto MARTHA D. DEWS, wife of CHARLES T. 
DEWS (dec'd) all title & claims on real & personal 
property. 


94 510 O01 May 1889 SAMUEL P,. AND SUSAN E. DEWS, scld 2 A. to the 
County School Board for $20. Land for the new 
school building was close t2 their residence. 
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LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF JOHN DEWS, 213 
OF HALIFAX COUNTY, VIRGINIA. 


IN THE NAME OF GOD AMEN. I, Jchn Dews, of the County of Halifax & Stcte 
of Virginia, being of sound mind & memory, do make and ondain this my Last 
will ard testament, and hereby nevoking alk others. Imprimis. I xecommend 
my Soul to Ged, and my bcdy to the earth. 


Item: I wish all my debts paid as soon as possible. 


Item: I Leave +o my Loving wife Elizabeth during her natural Life or 
widowhood, one hundred acres of Land, to be Land of fxnom the Lower end of¢ 
the tract on which I Live, on the east side of PannellL's Ferry Road and ad- 
joining Richard Wallers Land purchased of Marshall, 40 as to include the 
dwelling house and spring at Least one hundred yards. I abso Lend her in 
Like manner two Negroes, Cannus a woman & Jacob a man, which said two Negroes 
are to descend and go to my Grandson DEMARKCES HIX, ads heretnafter provided 
& denotes. I akso in Like manner Lend to my wife one bed and furniture, her 
choice, also one Sorrel Horse Dice, saddle and bridle, also one fourth part 
of all my household and kitchen furniture (except the beds), also one cant, 
& one yoke oxen, her choice. Also one fourth part of the plantation tools, 
also one horse colt Butcher. Also two cows and calves, her choice, also two 
head of hogs, her choice, also twenty barrels of corn, also all the wheat on 
hand, and one thousand pounds weight of pork, all which property is Lent as 
first within mentioned, and is to descend to my grandson Demarkces Hix in 
kike manner as the two Negroes within mentioned. 


Item: I give to Wikkiam Hix one dolfanr and no more. 


Item: I Lend to my grandson Demankces Hix during his minority two Negroes, 
Charles and Mack, boys. Aso the nevision & remainder of the two Negroes, 
Cannus and Jacob, Lent to my wife Elizabeth, together with the revision and 
remainder of all other property Lent her. And should my said Grandson depart 
this Lise under the age of twenty one years, and and every part of the property 
Lent to him as above 44 to be equally divided between my four children at that 
time Living or their Legal nepresentative; but should my said Grandson Live 
to the age of twenty one years he i+ to have alk of the said property Lent as 
above forever. 


Item: I nominate and appoint my son-in-Law John Cox the agent trustee and 
guardian of my said Grandson. And I hereby give and confinm to each and all 
of my children all and every part of property heretofore given them by me to 
them their heirs and assigns forever. 


Item: I4 45 my wish and wihl that after my debts ane paid all the balance 
of my estate be equally divided between my four children - REUBEN, POLLY, 
BETSY AND FANNY, or thetr Lawful representatives. 


Lastly, I appoint my son-in-Law JOHN COX and my son-in-Law THOMAS BLACK, my 
Executors to this my Last Will and Testament. 


In witness my hand, I have hereunto set my hand and seak this 23nd day of 
January, Eighteen hundred and sixteen. 


Signed, Sealed, & Acknowledged in presence of John Dews, 
Sam Pannell 

Joek B. Radan 

Edward Tuck * ok kk OK OK OK OK 


Wikk was probated on February 25, 1820. 
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YEAR 
1793 
1797 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 

1815-1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1823 
1824 
1824 
1825 
1826 
1827 
1828 
1828 

1829-1834 
1835 
1835 
1836 
1836 

1837-1839 
1840 
1840 
1840 

1841-1847 
1848 


1848 


TAX LIST-PITTSYLVANIA CO. VA. 





NAME ACRES 
Gilbert Dews 100 
None listed 
None listed 
William Dews 203 1/2 
Same 
None listed 
None listed 
None listed 
William Dews 288 3/4 
Same listing as 1074 
William Dews 78 
William Dews 288 3/4 
William Dews 288 3/4 
William Dews 78 
William Dews 78 
William Dews 288 3/4 
William Dews 288 3/4 
William Dews, Jr. 109 3/4 
William Dews, Sr. 288 3/4 
William Dews, Sr. 2838 3/4 
William Dews, Jr. 109 3/4 
Same listing as 1828 
William Dews, Sr., et.al. 288 3/4 
William Dews, Jr. 109 3/4 
William Dews 1090 3/4 
Ezekiel Dews 1466 
Same listing as 1836 
William Dews 109 3/4 
Ezekiel Dews foes S466 
Samuel Dews . 430 
Same listing as 1840 
William Dews 109 3/4 
Ezekiel Dews 1466 
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Pittsylvania County 


Pittsylvania County 


Buffalo 


Creek 


Bird Creek 


Buffalo 
Buffalo 


Creek 


Creek 


Bird Creek 
Bird Creek 


Buffalo 
Buffalo 
Buffalo 
Buffalo 
Buffalo 
Buffalo 


Buffalo 
Buffalo 


Buffalo 


Creek 
Creek 
Creek 
Creek 
Creek 


Creek 


Creek 
Creek 


Creel 


Straightstone 


Buffalo 


Creek 


Straightstone 


(Halifax Co.) 


(Halifax Co.) 


(Halifax Co.) 
(Halifax .Co.) 


Creek 


(Halifax Co.) 


Creek 


Staunton Kiver (Campbell Co. 


Buffalo Creek (Halifax Co.) 


Straightstone Creek 
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YEAR 
1848 
1848 

1849-1854 
1855-1856 
1855~ 1856 
1855-1856 
1855-1856 

1857 
1857 
1857 
1857 

1858-1861 

1862 
1862 
1862 
1862 
1862 

1863-1865 

1866 
1866 
1866 
1866 
1866 
1866 
1866 


1866 
1866 
1866 
1866 


TAX LIST - PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY, VA 
(Continued) 


NAME 
Ezekiel Dews 
Samuel Dews 
Same listing as 1848 
Willaim Dews 
Ezekiel Dews 
Samuel Dews 
Charles T. Dews 
William Dews, Decd. 
Ezekiel Dews 
Samuel Dews 
Charies T. Dews 
Same listing as 1857 
William Dews, Decd. 
Ezekiel Dews 
Samuel Dews 
Charles T. Dews 
Mary P. Dews 
Same listing as 1862 


William Dews, Decd. 


Lousinda Dews 
Mary T. Dews 
Virginia Dews 
Tazwell F. Dews 
M. J. Dews 
Floyd Dews 


Joshua Dews 
Samuel Dews 
Charles T. Dews 
Mary P. Dews 





109 3/4 
1464 
430 
522 1/2 
109 3/4 
1458 
430 
522 1/2 


109 3/4 
1450 
430 
522 1/2 


109 3/4 
957 
135 
90 
90 
90 


69 
22 


90 
430 
522 1/2 
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LOCATION 
Newburg 


Staunton River (Campbell Co.) 


Buffalo Creek (Halifax Co.) 
Straightstone 

Staunton River (Campbell Co.) 
Aliens Creek 


' Buffalo Creek (Halifax Co.) 


Straightstone 
Staunton River (Campbell Co.) 
Allens Creek 


Buffalo Creek (Halifax Co.) 
Straigshtstone 

Staunton River (Campbell Co.) 
Allens Creek 

Riceville 


Buffalo Creek (Halifax Co.) 
Straightstone 
Straightstone 
Straightstone 
Straightstone 
Straightstone 
Straightstone 


Straishtstone 
Staunton River (Campbell Co.) 
Allens Creek 


Riceville 


ZA/ 


THIS INDENTURE MADE THIS 4TH DAY OF JULY 1805 BETWEEN SAMUEL PANNILL AND 
INDITH HIS WIFE OF THE COUNTY OF CAMPBELL» STATE OF VIRGINIA ON THE ONE PART 
% WILLIAM DEWS OF THE COUNTY OF PITTSYLVANIA OF SAID STATE OF VIRGINIA ON 
THE OTHER PART. 


WITNESSETH THAT THE SAID SAMUEL PANNILL & INDITH HIS WIFE FOR THE SUM OF 

ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY POUNDS TO HIM IN HAND PAID BY THE SAID WILLIAM DEWS 
THE RECEIPT OF WHICH IS HEREBY ACKNOWLEDGED, HAS SOLD AND BY THESE PRESENTS 
DOTH CONVEY UNTO HIM THE SAID WILLIAM DEWSs HIS HEIRS AND ASSIGNS FOREVER 
ONE UNDIVIDED HALF OF THE TRACT OF LAND WHEREON PRECILLAR HENDRICK NOW LIVES 
IN THE SAID PITTSYLVANIA COUNTYON BUFFALOE CREEKs BEING THAT HALF OF THE 
LAND WHEREON THE SAID PRECILLAR HENDRICKs WIDOW OF NATHANIEL HENDRICKs DEC’D 
LIVES, WILLED BY THE SAID NATHANIEL HENDRICK TO HIS DAUGHTER MARY, NOW MARY 
BUMSSASS & SOLD BY ROBERT BUMSSASS AND HIS WIFE MARY TO THE SAID SAMUEL 
PANNILL PER THEIR DEED TO HIM BEARING DATE OF THE 15TH DAY OF APRIL 1805. 
POSSESSION OF WHICH SAID DEWS IS NOT TO HAVE TILL AFTER THE DEATH OF SAID 
PRECILLAR HENDRICK AGREEABLE TO THE WILL OF HER DEC’D HUSBAND, NATHANIEL 
HENDRICK WHICH BEARS THE DATE OF THE 25TH DAY OF JANUARY 1795 & PROVEN & 
ORDERED TO BE RECORDED IN SAID PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY ON THE L9TH DAY OF JUNE 


AND THE SAID SAMUEL PANNILL & INDITHs HIS WIFEs DOTH FOR THEMSELVES, THEIR 
HEIRS & ASSIGNS FOREVER WARRANT & DEFEND THE RIGHTS & TITLE OF SAID UNDIVIDED 
HALF OF SAID LAND AND PREMISES AFTER THE DEATH OF SAID PRECILLAR HENDRICKs 
AGREEABLE TO THE WILL OF SAID NATHANIEL HENDRICKs DEC’D. UNTO THE SAID 
WILLIAM DEWS HIS HEIRS AND ASSIGNS FOREVER FREE & CLEAR FROM ALL CLAIMS OR 
DEMANDS WHATSOEVER. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF THE SAID SAMUEL PANNILL & INDITHs HIS WIFE, HATH 


HEREUNTO SET THEIR HANDS & SEALS THIS DAY & DATE SAID ABOVE WRITTEN: 
SIGNED SEALED & ACKNOWLEDGED. 


Samuel Pannile 
Indith Pannill 


RECORDED IN GRANTEE BOOK 3, PAGE 341, PUBLIC RECORDS OF PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY, 
VIRGINIA. 
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MARRIAGES RECORDED IN AMELIA COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
(1735-1815) 


21 DECEMBER 1786 - HENDRICK, BERNARD AND JENNY MORRIS, DAUGHTER 
of Moses MorRRIS» WHO CONSENTS. WITNESSES TO CONSENT: WALTER 
peat: AND FRANCIS POLLARD. SURETY; WALTER MORRIS. 

P. H- 


3 Jucy 1798 - HENDRICK, GARLAND AND ANN WEBSTER, DAUGHTER OF 
mpi WEBSTER. SURETY: BERNARD G. HENDRICK. 
p, H- 


24 JANUARY 1785 - HENDRICK, JOHN AND SABEIN GARRETT» DAUGHTER OF 
mat was of AMELIA COUNTY. SURETY: ZACHARIAH HENDRICK. 
p, H- 


19 gucy 1793 - HENDRICK, JOHN AND LUCY WRIGHT. HER GUARDIAN IS THOMAS 
mee SURETY! RICHARD LIGON. MARRIED 25 JULY BY REV. JAMES MICGLASSON. 
P -_ 


°7 SEPTEMBER 1787 - HENDRICK, PENDLETON AND ELIZABETH WRAYs WHO WRITES 
HER OWN CONSENT. WITNESS TO CONSENT: JOHN HENDRICK AND THOMAS WRAY. 
a JOHN HENDRICK. MARRIED BY REV. JOHN POLLARD. 

P. oy. 6 
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638 VIRGINIA GENEALOGIES. 


v. Eugene Fauntleroy, M. D., C. S. A., b. —; m. Sep. 17, 1873, 
Balto,, M. D., Louisa Tazewell Southall, b. Smithville, Va., 
EUGENE B. DEWS Mar. 15, 1856, dau. of Dr. James and Martha (Tazewell) 
le f Southall; ed. Va. High School, which he left 1861 to enter the 
Wes @ namesake oO C.S. Army. Being only 17, parental care withdrew him from 
EUGENE F. CORDELL the field and entered him atthe Va. Mil. Inst., June 14, ’61. 
July 4, ’61, he left Lexington and joined the command of Gen. 
Henry A. Wise; was assigned to duty as Drill Master in Co. 
E, 3d Reg. (60th Va. Inf.), Wise Legion; Nov. I, 1861, ap- 
pointed Sgt. Maj. of the Reg. and Acting Adjutant. In the bat- 
tles of Gaines’ Mills and Frazer’s Karm he com Ca 
Dew's Co., at the request_of the Capt., and led them into action. 
Of his conduct during the Seven Days Battles, June and July, 
1862, Col. Starke of the 60th Reg. says in his ‘Off. Rept.: “1 
would be doing injustice to Sergeant Major Cordell, a mere 
youth, were I to omit calling especial attention to the coolness 
and soldierly bearing that marked his conduct throughout. He 
is a young officer of great promise.” (Off. Rec. Union and 
Confed. Armies, S. I., Vol. XI., Pt. IL, p. 851.) In August, 
1862, he was promoted to 2d Lieut. Co. C, same Reg't, and 
Jan’y 26, 1863, Provost Marshal and Commander of Post at 
Narrows of New River, W. Va. May 28, 1864, promoted 
Acting Asst. Adjt. Gen. of the Brigade, then commanded by 
Col. Fosburg, §tst Va. Reg. He took part in the action at | 
“New Hope,” Valley of Va., in the spring of 1864. Of his 
conduct at this time Col. B. H. Jones, then commanding the 
First Brigade, Army of the Valley, wrote: “I feel that distinc- 
tions are invidious where so many, both officers and men, did 
their whole duty so long as resistance held out the faintest pros- 
pect of success; yet I cannot omit noticing the intelligence and 
calm courage of A. A. Gen’l Eugene F. Cordell, as displayed 
throughout the engagement.” (Southern Opinion, Sep. 14, 
1867.) verely wounded twice in the battle of Win- 
but_returned to duty in two weeks before 
ds had healed; was captured with Early’s Command 
j Waynesburg, Marc and conhned in Fort 
Delaware until discharged, June 23, 1865. He was captured 
once before, but made his escape. Dr. C.’s reminiscences of his 
army life are full of interest, but too long to be inserted in full 
here. Dr. C. grad. M. D., Univ. Md., 1868; is a practicing 
physician, Balto., Md. Child.—i. James Southall, b. June 9, 
1874. ii, Eugene Fauntleroy, b. Nov. 22, 1875. 
86. vii, CATHERINE BLAcKRuRN, b. —; d. —; m. —, John S. Wright, Chicago, Il. 
Children: 
i, Augustine. ii. Charles. iii. Maria, 
87-89, villi. BusHRrop, b. —; d. yng. on Gulf of Mexico. 


a *. 


























* 
ak 
- 
= 
ci 
i 
= ae 
Ls 
| 


EXCURSUS—CORDELL. 


I. REv. JoHN CorRvELL and wife Eliz. Edwards of Wiltshire, Eng., 1720, had—.2 
George Edwards, b. Feb. 17,1742, They em. to America, 1743. George E. m., Oct. 4; 
1768, Catherine Basye, b. May 20, 1752; d. 1839, and had—3. Prestey, b. Mar. 5, 1779; 
d. 1849; m. Sep. 1, 1802, Amelia O'Connor, dau. Richard and Mary (Orme) O'Connor, son 
of Thomas O'Connor who em. from Ireland to the U. S. with his two sons Richard and 
Thomas. Richard O'Connor had also Levi Orme and Arrete who m. Mr. Musgrave of Md. 
Mary Orme was dau. Rev. Jno. Orme, b. Wiltshire, Eng.; em. to Pr. Geo. Co., Md. and m. 
Ruth Edmonson, niece of Col. Geo. Beale of Georgetown, and had John, m. (1.) Eliz’h 
Collet, whose dau. m. Thos. Beale of Georgetown. (If.} Lucy Beale wid) and had twin 
daus., one of whom m. George C. Washington, and one Maj. Peter of Naletown, they had 
Lewis Washington, and Colin Peter. Presley Cordell had 1 Levi O'Connor, b. Nov. 15, 
1803; _d. Nov. 14, 1870. 2. Catherine Basye, b. Oct. 28, 1805; d. Jan. 17, 1808. 3. 
Enos Basye, b. Sep. 6, 1807. 4. Asa, b. Sep. 29, 1809; d. Mar. 3, 1839. 5§. Presley, b. 
Oct. 29, 1811; d. Aug. 24, 1812. 6, Mary Ellen, b. Aug. 27, 1813; d. Jan. 1, 1864. 7. 
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August 2&, 1982 


Mrs. Albert S. Curry 
2975 Terrace Drive, Apt. 314 


7 aes Los Cruces, New Mexico 88001 
Major Hli NM. Dews 


2925 Clemwood Dr 
Orlando, Florida 32803 


Dear Major Dews: 


I got your interesting letter and have talked with Essie. I do 
hope that my bits of memory will help in a small way. I have 
lived out here since 1924, but knew some of these people back 
in Dallas and Austin. 


I sorked for a while in my father's law office in Dallas. I was 
Jennie George and the law firm was George, Hancock and Hardwicke. 
Sinnit Hardwicke came to Dallas from Abilene, a fine looking widower 
With two children, a boy anda girl. He taught a men's class in the 
Methodist Church. Before long he married a good looking red haired 
lady from back in Abilene. I grew to be quite fond of her. 


In about 1917 Curtis Hancock was appointed chairman of the newly 
formed Texas Highway Department, and went to Austin with his family. 
He sent for me to come down to Austin to be the first secretary of 
what was soon to be a very large department. 


Mir. Hardwickenad a sister in austin, Mrs. Pennybacker, who was one 

of the great ladies of Texes. As a school girl in Dallas I studied 
Pennybacker's Texas History. It was standard all over Texas. On the 
fly leaves Mrs. Pennybacker had pictures of her husband and children. 
My father had been a classmate of hers in Huntsville Normal. At the 
time I went to Austin she was living there, but was travelling over 
the country most of the time. She was president of the Federated Club 
Women for the whole country. Mr. Hardwicke said, "hy, I have to make 
a formal date to see my own sister when she is in town." 


Mir. Hardwicke had to go to Austin on a business trip and got me an 
invitation to lunch at his sister's home. I was just terribly thrilled 
about it. I put on a brand new sweater and went over to her home, which 
was a big old fashioned house set in a yard of huge trees, with mocking- 
birds singing their hearts out. I rang the doorbell and waited with my 
heart in my mouth. A small woman opened the door, with her gray hair 
waved back from her face. 


"Now, isn't that just like a young girl," she said, "to wear a sweater 
on a hot summer day just because it's new?" 


I had a wonderful visit with her. She was so genuine and unassuming. 
I felt very honored indeed to meet her. 


I don't know where to find out about the family. It has been so lone. 

My father is long gone, and I don't know whether Ir. or Mrs. Hardwicke 

is still living. Surely the Pennybacker Texas History books are preserved 
in Texas libraries... I had one but aon't seem to have it now. 


Leese ler fe 
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Very best of luck. Me ute ty , 
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Hollins College Hollins College, Virginia 24020 


Fishburn Library 


7 July 1987 


Mr. Eli M. Dews 
2925 Clemwood Drive 
Orlando, Florida 32803 


Dear Mr. Dews: 


Nearly two years ago you sent us a copy of your book, The Restless 


Branch of the Dews Family. I do not know if your gift was acknowledged, 
for shortly afterwards we suffered a natural disaster that wiped out 
many of our records and some 35,000 books. 


Fishburn Library did receive a copy of your genealogical study, 
and since it is now being processed into the collection, I should like 
to take this opportunity to thank you. We always appreciate being 
able to expand our knowledge of our alumnae. 


(By the way, Missouri Dews also attended Hollins--1853-55. ) 


Sincerely yours, | 


df 


Archivist 





. Thompson 
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Although the name of several individuals will appear on many different 
pages, this index shows only the page or pages where noteworthiness is sig- 
nificant. In some cases the middle name column has been used to identify a 
person by showing their relationship to another. 


A 





LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME PAGE 
ALDERSON, [Pvt] J J 75 
AMICK James A 75 
AMICK W J 75 
ANDERSON Billy H 56 
ANDERSON, Emma E 56 
ANDERSON Jacob 45 
ANDERSON Stephen < 56 
ANDERSON Thomas 2710 
ARTHUR [Sgt] James 45 
ATKINSON Anderson 75 

B 
BAILY [cpt] J. M 79 
BARBER [Rev] Henry 26 
BARLOW Martha A 14 
BARNES Elizabeth 15 
BARNETT Sharon 93 131 
BATES Alexine Lovell 188 
BATES Thomas Lloyd 188 
BELCHER [Lt] G W 79 
BIDGOOD James 14 
BIGNALL Emma Jane 152 
BLACK Sarah [Sally] 14 187 
BLACK Susan 211 
BLACK Thomas, Jr 15 185 
BLACK Thomas a1 
BLAKE Robert 14 
BLAKE W J 75 
BLANKENSHIP John 45 
BLANKS Francis 210 
BLANKS John 209 
BLANKS Joseph 209 
BLUME Basil Lawrence 93 106 
BLUME Betty Blanche 6 93 108 
BLUME Lawrence Ezra [Dutch] 93 
BLUME Zelda Louise 93 107 
BOONE Margaret Susan [Taylor] 142 
BOWDITCH N I 24 
BOWERS rE J 75 
BOWERS [Cp1] S J 75 
BOYD Charles 75 


LAST NAME 


BRADLEY 
BRADLEY 
BRADLEY 


[Pvt] 


BRECKENRIDGE 


BREWER 
BREWER 
BREWER 
BROWN 
BROWN 
BROWN 
BRUCE 
BRUCE 
BRYANT 
BUCKLEY 
BUMPASS 
BUMPASS 
BUMPASS 
BURRAS 


CABELL 
CALLAWAY 
CAMERON 
CANNON 
CARDEN 
CARR 
CARR 
CARR 
CARRELL 
CARTER 
CATLETT 


CAVENDISH 
CAVENDISH 
CAVENDISH 


CAYNOR 
CHANCY 
CARLETON 
CHERUP 
CHERUP 
CHERUP 
CLARK 
CLAY 
CLAY 
CLAY 


[Rev] 


[Rev] 


[Lt ] 


[Lt] 


[Sgt] 
[Sgt] 


[Cpt] 
[Pvt] 


FIRST NAME 


Daniel 
Thomas 
William 
John 
Charlie 
Carrie 
Ransom 
Mary 
Samuel 
Tamara 
George 
William 
Zelda 
Jno 
Patsy 
Robert 
William 
William 


i 
Dudley 
Nancy 
H. 

H 
Agnes 
James 
Jemima 
Nancy 
Malessa 
Nancy 
John 
Joseph 
Merle 


Abraham 
J 
Stephen 
Susan 
Wilma 
Martha 
Bernelile 
Elmer 
Willard 


MIDDLE NAME 


C [Gen] 

Hall 

Irene [Dews] 
Garland 

Jane 

L 

{Tammy Thomas] 


Elien 


Light 


Moore 


B [Poodle] 


R 

George 

Jude [Thomas) 
A [Railand] 
L 


Tucker 


PAGE 


45 
33 
45 
94 
154 
148 
154 
15 
24 
93 
210 
15 
164 
40 
32 
47 
33 
14 


19 
43 
115 
79 
57 
59 
59 
59 
14 
14 
15 
7S 
75 
120 
79 
45 
167 
93 
93 
93 
14 
161 
161 
161 


26 


33 


229 
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LAST NAME 


CLEMENT 
CLEMENT 
CLEMENT 
CLEMENT 
CLEMENT 
CLEMENT 
CLEMENT 
CLEMENT 
CLEMENT 
CLEMENT 
CLEMENT 
CLEMENT 
CLEMENT 
CLEMENT 
CLEMENT 
COBBES 
COCKLE 
COCKLE 
COCKLE 
COLDHAM 
COLE 
COLE 
COLE 
COLEMAN 
COLEMAN 
COLEMAN 
COLEMAN 
COLEMAN 
COLEMAN 
COLEMAN 
COLEMAN 
COLEMAN 
COLEMAN 
COLEMAN 
COLEMAN 
COLEMAN 
COLEMAN 
COLEMAN 
COLEMAN 
COLEMAN 
COLEMAN 
COLEMAN 


COLERIDGE 


COLLEY 
COLLINS 
COLLINS 
COLLINS 
COLLINS 
COLLINS 
COLLINS 
CONWAY 
COOK 
COOK 


[Cpt] 


[Cpt] 


[Pvt] 


{Gen } 


FIRST NAME 


Anne 
Benjamin 
C 

Hugh 


Isaac [Jr] 
Isaac [Sr] 


John 
Lucie 
Martha 
Mary 
Maud 
Rachael 
Stephen 
Susan 
William 
John 
Arthur 
Margaret 


Minnie May 


Peter 
Cc 
G 
W 


Alexander 


Benjamin 
Daniel 


Elizabeth 
Elizabeth 


Francis 
Franklin 
J 

Jacob 
Jacob 
James 
James 
Jane 
Joshua 
Mary 
Mollie 
Patrick 
Robert 
Seaton 
Samuel 
Charles 
Dora 
Mary 
Nannie 
Sis 
Thee 
Theodore 


Debra 
Joseph 


MIDDLE NAME 


Denham 


J 


Ann 

J 

P [Dews]} 
Carter 

B 

Cc 

L 


Henry 

I 
Linstead 
Wilson 

M 


nm = 


[Joshua's wife] 
[Joshua's dau] 


Wallace 
V 


V 
[Grose] 
P 

Ann 
Carlyle 
H 

5 

L 
Taylor 


{[Dews ] 
A [Dews] 
Arebella 


Lynn 
Odell 


PAGE 


55 
55 
210 
55 
55 
55 
210 
210 
56 
34 
103 
56 
34 
96 
210 
210 
175 
164 
175 
21 
75 
75 
75 
141 
141 
40 
141 
141 
141 
141 
148 
141 
a5 
141 
75 
141 
141 
15 
148 
15 
15 
fe) 
115 
45 
164 
50 
60 1 
60 
60 
32 


148 
148 





49 56 


92.959 


175 


160 161 


161 


51 60 


62 


162 


164 171 
toy T72 


162 


LAST NAME 


COOK 
COOK 
COOK 
COOK 
COOK 
COOK 
COON 
COON 
COON 
COPLEY 
CORDELL 
CORTNEY 
CORWIN 
CORWIN 
CORWIN 
CORWIN 
CORWIN 
CORWIN 
CORWIN 
CORWIN 
CORWIN 
COTTRELL 
COTTRELL 
COUCH 
COWLING 
COX 

COX 
CRADDOCK 
CRANDALL 
CROCKER 
CRONKHITE 
CUNNINGHAM 
CUNNINGHAM 
CURRY 
CURRY 


[MGen } 


DALLAS [Pvt] 
DARLINGTON [Lt] 
DAVIS 

DEAL 

DEAL 

DEMPSEY 

DENHAM 

DEQUAISE 
DEQUAISE 

DEVIN [Pvt] 


U) 


FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME 
Kathleen Dews 
M H 
Mary 
Odie Odell 
Peggy Lynn 
Teresa Ann 
Lawrence 
Minor Jessor 
susan 
G J 
Eugene Fauntleroy 
Tom 
Andrew Grayson 
Christian Hobart 
Christine Dews 
Cynthia Horne 
Henry Hobart 
Janis Horne 
Laura Natalie 
Nicholas Hobart 
Timothy William 
Mary 
Peleg S 
Washington 
Anna A 
John 
William E 
John 
Evelyn Z [Dews] 
Sally 
Adelbert 
[British Provost Marshall] 
W D 
Jennie George 
Virginia T 

i 
Robert 
EF N 
H Cc 
Cc T 
R L 
Eugene N 
Anne 
Charles A 
Edward 
Robert 


231 


PAGE 


171 
171 
171 
171 
172 
148 
142 
142 
142 
29 
78 
156 
152 
152 
148 
148 
151 
148 
148 
148 
152 
aM | 
57 
211 
14 
is. 
91 
46 
93 
14 
99 


75 
61 
29 


45 
£3 
75 
75 
75 
135 
55 
76 
76 
45 


172 


80 219 


152 
151 
152 


151 
151 


185 


129 
189 


225 


232 


LAST NAME 


DEW 
DEW 
DEW 
DEW 
DEW 
DEW 
DEW 
DEW 
DEWE 
DEWES 
DEWES 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 


i 


FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME 
Elizabeth 

Ferdenando 

Jonathan 

Joseph 

Mary [Holloway ] 
Samuel 

Thomas 

Thomas Roderick 
Edmund 

Mary 

Thomas 

Alcey [Dau of Ezekiel] 
Alcey [Dau of John] 
Alcey [Dau of Reuben] 
Alcey [Dau of Wm Sr] 
Alfred 

Alfred Hiram 
Alexander 

Alexine Bates 

Alton L 

Any 

Amy Tucker 
Ansley 

Belvidara 

Benjamin F 

Bethan 

Betsy 

Betty Taylor 
Blueford 

Carol Geneva 
Caroline 

Carrie Irene [Brewer] 
Carter 

Catherine 

Catherine Claire 
Catherine Kirwin 
Charles E 

Charles E [Jr] 
Charles E IIitI 
Charles E Iv 
Charlies J 

Charles At 

Charley Louise 

Clare Effie [Blume] 
Clarence T 

Curtis Cc 

Claude 

Clayton E 

David Parker 
Demarkces Pp 

Denise' Gaile 


PAGE 


21 
22 
22 
21 
21 
22 
26 29 
29 
22 
22 
22 
11 
14 
15 
4 32 
14 189 
£92423 
187 
187 
187 
11 
210 
11 
11 191 
191 
194 
15 185 
92193: 97 
187 
93 121 
11 12 
154 
9 
187 
187 
187 
187 
187 
187 
187 
12 
10 15 
198 
99 
187 
187 
195 
195 
187 
11 
93 132 
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LAST NAME 


DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 


FIRST NAME 


Dewitt 
Dolphin 
Dora 
Dorsey [a/k/a Dawson] 
Dorsey 
Edward 
Edward 
Edwin 
Edwin 
Edwin 
Effie 
Effie 

Eli 
Elizabeth 
Elizabeth 
Elizabeth 
Elizabeth 
Elizabeth A 
Elizabeth 
Elizabeth 
Elizabeth 
Elsey 
Emma 
Essie 
Essie 
Eugene 
Eugene 
Eula 
Fanny 
Ezekiel 
Floyd 
Frances 
Frances 
Frances 
Francis 
Frand 
Fred 
Georgana 
Gilbert 
Hattie 

J 

J 

J 

Henry 
Herbert 
Herman 
Hester 
Hezekiah 
Hugh 

Jack 


MIDDLE NAME 


ju 
Collins 


Cc 

{Gloucester Co] 
[Isle of Wight Co] 
[Richmond Co] 

[Son of Dorsey] 
Lucius 

Clare 

Noble 

Madison 

[Dau of Wm Sr] 
[Isle of Wight Co] 
Zacheriah's wife] 
[Samuel's wife] 
[Samuel's Dau] 
[Fauquier Co] 

Ann 

Frances 


Cc 

Blanche 
Hawkws 
Breckenridge 
Kelly 


fJohn's Dau] 


[Campbell Co] 
[Gloucester Co] 
[Isle of Wight Co] 
Rebecca 

W 


Mae 
Heber Jr 
Heber Sr 
Heber II 
Alien 
Braxton 
Taylor 


Immanuel 


PAGE 


195 
9 
71 
11 
191 
10 
9 
10 
11 
192 
23 
115 


11 
11 
15 
14 
164 
192 
33 
12 
93 
153 
32 
187 
195 
195 
11 
12 
15 


14 
164 
195 
195 

12 
210 
187 
164 
164 
164 
194 


93 
11 
189 
148 
1:95 


166 168 
189 


15 188 
191 


9a t22 
52 


12 15 


138 


58 92 93 


12 32 49 


189 


174 
173 


195 
93 118 
111 115 


192 193 
149 162 


234 


i 





LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME PAGE 
DEWS Jackson 194 
DEWS James 194 
DEWS Joseph Anthony 164 165 
DEWS Joseph Hopping 32 163 165 166 
DEWS Joseph [Hezekiah's Son] 192 
DEWS Joshua 11 
DEWS Joshua S 15 
DEWS Jno 12 
DEWS John [Son of Curtis] 194 
DEWS John [Fauquier Co] 15 
DEWS John [Halifax Co] 9 15 185 187 207 
DEWS John [New Kent Co] 9 
DEWS John Daniel 93 130 
DEWS John W [Dorsey's Son] 189 
DEWS John W {Zacheriah's Son] 11 
DEWS John Wilder 93 133 
DEWS John WT 11 
DEWS Joseph Hopping 58 166 
DEWS Julia (Judy) Martin 164 
DEWS Julia Rose 187 
DEWS Kathleen Grey 164 171 
DEWS Kenneth K Jr 187 
DEWS Kenneth K Sr 187 
DEWS Kirk 187 
DEWS Laura Green 148 
DEWS Laura Jackson 32 58 871 90 
DEWS Lelia Green 147 150 
DEWS Lelia Ruth 148 158 
DEWS Lena Bell 195 
DEWS Louise 11 
DEWS Louisiana 171 191 
DEWS Lucienda 11 12 
DEWS Lucilla A 192 
DEWS Lydell Ruth 148 157 
DEWS Madge Gay 187 
DEWS Margaret E 191 
DEWS Maria E [Aunt] 11 30 49 63 71 
DEWS Maria Jane [May] 71 91 
DEWS Maria Louise 187 
DEWS Martha 11 
DEWS Martha [Dau of Ezekiel] 11 12 
DEWS Martha [Wife of Thomas] 12 
DEWS Martha [Wife of Charles T] 10 216 
DEWS Martha {Mattie ] 177 178 
DEWS Martha J 4 32 49 
DEWS Mary [Dau of Wm Sr] 4 32 
DEWS Mary [Dau of Ezekiel} 12 
DEWS Mary [Dau of Reuben G] 187 
DEWS Mary A [Collins] 32 49 58 
DEWS- - Mary Ann Francis Moore 85 87 
DEWS Mary AE 15 


DEWS Mary Ellen 192 


LAST NAME 


DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
Dews 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 


[Cpt ] 


Mildred 
Mildred 
Missouri 
Nancy 
Nancy 
Nancy 
Nancy 
Nannie 
Nathaniel 
Nathaniel 
Nathaniel 
Nathaniel 
Nellie 
Opal 
Patricia 
Peggy 
Percillar 
Pete 
Pickney 
Pickney 
Polly 
Rebecca 
Reuben 
Reuben 
Richard 
Robert 
Robert 
Robert 
Robert 
Robert 
salley 
Samuel 
Samuel 
Samuel 
SamueL 
Samuel 
Sarah 
Sarah 
Sarah 
Sarah 
Sarah Ann 
Sarah 
Shirley 
Solomon 
Stella 
Steven 


MIDDLE NAME 


[Dau of Dorsey] 
L [PLyer] 
Manning 

P [Clement ] 


Lee 

[Gloucester Co] 
Nickell 

A 

[Dau of Wm Sr] 
Bidgood 

Jemima [Nannie] 
Stone 

Harrah 

[Son of Wm Sr] 
[Southhampton Co] 
[Pittsylvania Co] 
[Isle of Wight Co] 
Lee 

May 

Ann 

Lynn 


LaFayette 


D 
G 


Clifford 
Hugh [Buck] 
Porter 
Samuel 
Walter 


Edwin 

[Fauquier Co] 
[Son of Wm Sr] 

P [Campbell Co] 
Stone 

[Wife of Wm Sr] 
[Dau of Wm Sr] 
[Isle of Wight Co] 
[Fauquier Co] 
[Nathaniel' Dau] 
Harriet 

Gray 


M 
Kirksey 
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9 
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5 
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14 
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14 
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11 

164 166 168 
15 


10 


11 
4 32 72 84 203 205 
32 
32 
9 
11 
15 
192 
148 
14 
195 


187 
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LAST NAME 


DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 


DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 
DEWS 


DEWS 

DEWS 

DEWS 

DEWS 

DEWS 

DHU 

DHU 

DHU 
DICKENSON 
DICKERSON 
DICKERSON 
DICKERSON 
DICKINSON 
DICKINSON 
DIXON 
DONNELLY 
DORSEY 
DOVE 
DOVE 

DUE 
DUNIHUE 
DUNTHUR 
DUNIHUE 
DYER, 
DYER 


[Col ] 


[Rev | 
[Pvt ] 


[Dr ] 


[Sgt] 


FIRST NAME 


Susanna 
Tazwell 
Thomas 
Thomas 


Thomas 
Thomas 
Thomsd 
Thomas 
Troy 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Walter 
William 
William 
William 
William 
William 
William Jr 
William Sr 
William 
William 
William 
William 
William 
William 
William 


William 
Winifred 
Zachariah 
Zachariah 
Zola 
Donald 
Howell 
Roderick 
Griffith 
Griffith 
John 
Vincent 
Griffin 
H 
William 
Clarence 
Edwin 
Claude 
William 
Anthony 
David 
Phil 
Robert 
David 
Mary 


MIDDLE NAME 


F 

[Isle of Wight Co] 
[Son of Wm of Isle 
of Wight Co] 

[Son of Zacheriah] 

Allen 

M 

Milton Jr 

Allen 

[Norfolk Co] 
[Ezekiel's Dau] 


[Isle of Wight Co] 
[Gloucaster Co] 
[Norfolk Co] 


[Son of Reuben G] 
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H 

Moore 

Patterson 

Philip Jr 

Philip Sr 

wW [Nathaniel's Son] 

W [Postmaster at 
Dewsville, GA] 

Woodrow 


Jr 


SR 
King 


B 
Shirley 
Clifford 


Pete 
[ Bob ] 


L Dau of Samuel 
P. Dews 
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176 
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40 
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33 

75 
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14 
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142 
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EARLY 
EASLEY 
EDDY 
EDWARDS 
EDWARDS 


[LtGen ] 
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EISENHOWER 


ELLIOT 
ESCALA 
ESTES 
EVANS 
EVERETT 


FERGUSON 
FERGUSON 
FERGUSON 
FISH 


[Pvt] 
[Judge] 


[Pvt] 


FITZGERALD 


FLIPPIN 
FLYNN 
FORSYTHE 
FORSYTHE 
FORSYTHE 
FORSYTHE 
FOSDICK 
FOSTER 
FOWLKES 
FOWLKES 
FOWLKES 
FOWLKES 
FOX 

FOX 

FOX 
FRACIS 


FRANKLIN 


FRAYSER 
FREEMAN 
FRISBY 


GANAT 
GANOE 
GARLAND 
GARLAND 
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[Sgt] 
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[Dr] 


[Cpt] 
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Manton 
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Robert 
Dwight 
John 
Gerald 
John 
William 
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# 
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Robert 
William 
Dorothy 
William 
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Daniel 
Abram 
George 
Samuel 
T 
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Louise 
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William 
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George 
Lora 
Jim 
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J 

Otis 
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William 
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56 

221 
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29 
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A5 
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75 
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75 
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32 
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32 
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178 

15 

15 

82 
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221 
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103 
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LAST NAME 


GARVIN 
GARVIN 
GAULDEN 
GENTRY 
GEORGE 
GILBERT 
GILES 
GILLIAM 
GIVENS 
GLASS 
GODWIN 
GODWIN 
GODWIN 
GOLDEN 
GORMLEY 
GRANT 
GRAVES 
GREEN 
GREEN 
GREEN 
green 
GREEN 
GREEN 
GREEN 
GREEN 


GREEN 
GREEN 


GREEN 


GREENWOOD 
GREGG 
GREIMANN 
GREIMANN 
GRIFFIN 
GRIMM 
GROSE 
GUNNOE 
GUTHRIE 
GUTHRIE 
GUTHRIE 
GUTHRIE 
GUTHRIE 
GUTHRIE 
GUTHRIE 
GWATHMAY 
GWINN 
GWINN 
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[Lt] 
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[Lt] 


[Sgt] 


FIRST NAME 


Mary 
McCoyle 
William 
Carl 

A 

John 
George 


A 

John 

J 

Edmond 
Thomas 
Fletcher 
Myra 
Ulysses 
Jeremiah 
Ada 
Annie 
Dollie 
Emma 
Fannie 


Jack 
John 
John 
Lelia 
Nannie 
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Michelle 
Theodore 
J 

Merle 

H 
Celeste 
Bruce 
Ellsworth 
Frederick 
Harold 
James 
Lillian 
Mary 
John 

J 

Jesse 


G 
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Vanderpool 
Simpson 
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Tolley 
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C 

Peyton [Dews] 
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fm oF 
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79 
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36 
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194 195 
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142 
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36 

37 
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HAAG 
HAAG 
HAAG 
HALE 
HALEY 
HALSTEAD 
HALSTEAD 
HALSTEAD 
HAMILTON 
HAMMOND 
HANCOCK 
HARDWICK 
HARDWICK 
HARDWICK 
HARDWICK 
HARDWICK 
HARDWICK 
HARDWICK 
HARDY 
HARKNESS 
HARKNESS 
HARKNESS 
HARMON 
HARPER 
HARRAH 
HARRIS 
HARRISON 
HARRISON 
HARRISON 
HATTON 
HAWKES 
HAWKES 
HAWKES 
HAWKES 
HAWKES 
HAWKES 
HAWKES 
HAWKES 
HAWKES 
HAWKES 
HAWKES 
HAWKES 


HAWTHORNE 


HAWVER 
HAYDEN 
HAYES 
HELDRETH 
HELDRETH 
HELDRETH 
HELDRETH 
HELDRETH 
HELDRETH 
HELDRETH 


(Lt] 


[Pvt] 


[Cpt] 
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[Rev] 


FIRST NAME 


Gary 
Lorie 
Robert 

R 

Lewis 
Amos 
Benjamin 
Mordica 
Patricia 
G 

Curtis 
Henritta 
John 
Lucy 
Martha 
Sallie 
Sam 
Sinnet 
John 
Francis 
Jessie 
John 
Mary 
Bryan 
Nannie 
John 
Benjamin 
G 

Henry 
Frank 
Agnes 
Essie 
Leslie 
Emilie 
Josette 
Maurine 
Michael 
Peggy 
Richard 
Robert 
LELIA 
Vivian 
Mary 
Samuel 
Horace 
Rutherford 
Betty 
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Christina 
Larry 
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Michael 
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Elien 
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Dews 
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Elizabeth 
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G 
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Lynn 
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61 
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LAST NAME 


HELDRETH 
HELDRETH 
HENDERSON 
HENDRICK 
HENDRICK 
HENDRICK 
HENDRICK 
HENDRICK 
HENDRICK 
HENDRICK 
HENDRICK 
HENDRICK 
HENDRICK 
HENDRICK 
HENDRICK 
HENDRICK 
HENDRICK 
HENDRICK 
HENDRICK 
HENDRICK 
HENDRICK 
HENDRICK 
HENDRICK 
HENDRICKS 
HENDRICKS 
HENDRICKS 
HENDRICKS 
HENDRICKS 


[Cpt] 


[Pvt] 


HENDRICKSON 


HESS 
HESS 
HESS 


[Pvt] 


HICKS [Hix?] 


HILL 
HOLLAND 
HOLLOWAY 
HOLT 
HOPKINS 
HOPPING 
HORNE 
HORNE 
HORNE 
HOWE 
HUBBARD 
HUBBARD 
HUBBARD 
HUBBARD 
HUNT 
HUNT 
HUNT 
HUNT 


[Pvt ] 


{Gen] 


[Rev] 
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Sarah 
Scott 
William 


Benjamin Jr 


Benjamin 
Bernard 
Ezekiel 
Garland 
Hance 
James 
Jasper 
John 
Leah 
Lucy 
Mary 


Nathaniel 


Obediah 


Pendleton 


Pricilla 
Ree 
Sarbin 


Saray [Sally] 


Tolbert 
Erastus 
John 
Lucy 
Martha 
Samuel 
John 
Frank 
Franklin 
Madison 
William 
Susanna 
WILLIAM 
Winifred 
William 
James 
Joseph 
Janis 
Harry 
Laura 
William 
Hiram 
Joel 
Joseph 
Samuel 
Alonzo 
Edwin 
George 
Henry 


th 
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Anthony 


Herring 


Dews 


Hugh 


Dews 
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93 
£8, 
46 
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46 
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46 
47 
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46 
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46 
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33 47 218 
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40 

46 

46 

75 

13 

13 

32 

13 

13 

75 
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75 
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14 213 
55 

32 34 
14 

52 202 
45 

167 
148 151 
148 
60 151 
2 

211 

33 211 
45 
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81 

81 

80 81 
81 


LAST NAME 


HUNT 
HUNT 
HUNT 
HUNT 
HUNT 
HUTCHINS 


IRBY 
IRVING 


JACKSON 
JAMES 
JEFFREYS 
JENKINS 
JENNINGS 
Johnson 
JOHNSON 
JOHNSON 
JOHNSON 
JOHNSON 
JOHNSON 
JOHNSON 
JOHNSTON 
JONES 
JONES 
JONES 
JONES 
JONES 
JONES 
JONES 
JONES 
JONES 
JONES 
JONES 
JONES 
JONES 
JONES 
JONES 
JONES 
JONES 
JONES 
JONES 
JORDAN 


[Pvt] 


[Maj] 


[Gen] 
[Rev ] 


[Lt] 


[Lt] 


[Cpt] 
[Col] 


[Pvt] 


[Sgt] 


ih 


FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME 
Henry J 
John D 
John Valentine 
Mary 
William 
Moses 

5 
William 

§ 
Jonathan A [Stonewall] 
Ross 
William 
Catherine Dews 
Robert 
A 
Carson 
Charles B 
Frances Parr 
I L 
James B 
Michael P 
J W 
Beuhring H 
Carol Maria 
Charlie 
Edward 
Elisha 
Eliza Jane [{Shamblin] 
Hugh Stuart 
Jennifer Ray 
Joel T 
John 
Leslie O 
Lewis Edward 
Ray S) 
Richard 
Shirley Gayle 
Thomas 
Vivian Elaine 
William 
Willie Stegar 
Thomas 
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42 


90 

139 

45 
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52 

79 
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75 
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77 

191 

53 

79 

78 94 
148 157 
156 
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45 

181 

148 157 
148 157 
7 212 
40 

178 181 
181 

148 156 
40 

148 157 
45 

148 157 
45 

156 

220 


241 


242 


LAST NAME 


KEARNEY 
KEMPER 
KINCAID 
KING 
KING 
KIOUS 
KITCHEN 
KITCHEN 
KITCHEN 
KITCHEN 
KITCHEN 
KITCHEN 
KITCHEN 
KITCHEN 
Kittle 


LAIN 
LAIN 
LAREW 
LEE 

LEE 
LEWIS 
LIFFORD 
LIGHT 
LIGHT 
LIKENS 
LINCOLN 
LINDAMOOD 
LIPSCOMB 
LIPSCOMB 
LOVELACE 
LOVELACE 
LOVELACE 
LOVELL 
LOWE 
LOWE 


MADISON 
MARRS 
MARSHALL 
MASON 
MASON 
MASTERSON 


[BG] 


[Pvt] 


[Pvt] 
[Lt] 
[Gen] 


[Pvt] 


[Pvt] 


[Rev] 


FIRST NAME 


Barnaby 


L 

Oscar 
Zola 
Hiram 
Chris 
Jean 
Jerald [Jerry] 
John 
Joyce 
Mark 
Willard 
Willard 
Lillian 


Joseph 
Thomas 

I 

James 
Robert 
John 
Anthony 
Agnes 
John 
James 
Abraham 
W 

James 
William 
Elizabeth 
James 
Lucinda 
Clare 
Alexander 
Robert 


L 

EF 

Ruth 
James 
John 
Thomas 


as 


MIDDLE NAME 


Walker 
Dews 
Lois 


H 
Blofield 
E 
L 
Pp 


E 
[President } 
H 
R 
E 


Allen 
Hendrick 
Frazier Jr 
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45 
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40 
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182 
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32 
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152 
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75 
75 
178 


34 
14 
75 


LAST NAME 
MANNING 


MARKS [Rev] 


MARTIN 
MARTIN 
MARTIN 
MARTIN 


MATHEWS (Col] 


MAURO 

MCBRIDE 
McCLINTIC [Lt] 
McCLUNG 

McCOY 

McCRAW 
McCUTCHEON 


McGLASSON [Rev] 


McGONICLE 
McGRAW 

McNUTT 

MEADOWS 
MESSMER 
MESSMER 
MESSMER 
MESSMER 

METTS 
MIDDLETON 
MIDDLETON 
MILLER 

MILLER 

MILLER 

MILLER 

MILLER, 

MILLER 

MILLER 

MOORE 

MOORE 

MOORE [Col] 
MOORMAN 

MORGAN {Col ] 
MORREY 

MORRIS 

MOSS 

MOSS 

MOSS 

MOTTLEY 
MUSTAIN [Pvt] 
MUSTAIN {Rev ] 


NAYLOR 

NEAL [Cpl] 
NEAL 

NEAL [Pvt] 
NEWBURN 


Mi 


FIRST NAME 


Georgana 
T 
Charles 
James 
Julia 
William 
George 
Louis 
Ted 
Moses 

F 
Frazier 
John 

G 

James 

D 
Thompson 
John 
Melvin 
Barry 
Bradley 
David 
Michelle 
Giles 
Henry 
James 
James 
John 
John 
Randolph [Mrs] 
Robert 
Samuel 

W 

Jemima 
Mary 
William 
Elizabeth 
Daniel 
John 
Jenny 
James 
Matthew 
Laura 
Prudence 
Avery 
Shadrack 


N 


Dessie 
Archibald 
Zella 

John 

Elma [Eljie] 


MIDDLE NAME 


Reed Sr 


Greimann 


C7 


Carr 


Douglas 


Herrin 


Thomas 
Taylor 


Jane 
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45 
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75 
142 
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NEWBURN 
NEWBURN 
NEWTON [Pvt] 
NICKELL 
NOBLE 
NOBLE 
NOBLE 
NOBLE 
NOBLE 
NOBLE 
NOONKESTER 
NOONKESTER 
NOONKESTER 
NOWELL 


0O' DELL 
O"DELL 
O'DELL 
O'DELL 
O'DELL 
O'DELL 
O'DELL 
ORGAN 
ORGAN 
ORGAN 
OSBORNE 
OWEN 


PACK [Lt] 
PALMER 

PALMER 

PANNILL 
PANNILL 
PANNILL 
PANNILL 
PANNILL 
PANNILL 

PARKER [Col] 
PARKER 

PARRISH 

PATCH LtGen ] 
PATTERSON 
PATRICK 

PAXTON [Lt] 
PAYNE 

PAYNE 


FIRST NAME 


Gene 
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Henry 
Mildred 
Abe 
Effie 
John 
Moses 
Nancy 
Thomas 
Elizabeth 
Herman 
Marcella 
Randall 


Chad 
Harley 
Harold 
Joel 
Terry 
Velma 
Wesley 
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Henry 
James 
Raymond 
John 
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Susanna 
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Indith 
John 
Judith 
Samuel 
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Richard 
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William 
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P 

Anna 
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Dews 

A 


3 


= H 


= 97s 4 


PAGE 


142 
142 

45 

93 127 
115 

93 i115 1G 
115 
115 
115 
115 
110 
110 

93 110 
152 


93 137 
137 

93 137 
23-437 
137 
37 

93 137 
15 

15 

15 

102 
210 


fas, 

55 

221 

209 

47 217 
40 

209 
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75 
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79 
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PEARCY 
PENNYBACKER 
PERKINS 
PERKINS 
PERKINS 
PETERS 
PETTREY 
PETTREY 
PETTREY 
PETREY 
PETTREY 
PHILLIPS 
PHILLIPS 
PHILLIPS 
PHILLIPS 
PIERCY 
PIERSON 
PiGG 

PIGG 
PLUNKETT 
POLLARD 
POLLARD 
POLLOCK 
POTTER 
PREWITT 
PRICE 
PRICE 
PRICE 
PRICE 
PRIDEMORE 
PRIDEMORE 
PRITCHETT 
PRITCHETT 
PYLE 


RADAN 
RANEY 
REAGAN 
REYNOLDS 
RICKETTS 
RIPASS 
ROACH 
ROACH 
ROBERTSON 
ROOSEVELT 
ROOT 

ROSS 

RULE 
RULE 
RYAN 
RYAN 
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[Rev] 
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[Lt] 
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Michelle 
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James 
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RYAN Ray 178 
RYDER Christy Dawn 160 
RYDER Herbert S 160 
RYDER Louis Groenier 160 
RYDER Ruth Groenier 160 
RYDER Timothy Sterling 148 160 
SCHMIDT Emile Jean 159 
SCHMIDT Jeanny 148 159 
SCHURZ CARL 16 
SCOTT [Sir] Walter 24 

SEAY [Cpl] Matthew 45 

SEVY Florence Dews 164 165 166 
SEVY George 166 
SHANKLIN [Lt] J N 79 
SHERRY Stephen F 164 
SIMS Milton Be 
SINNETT A P ¢ ! 
SKAGGS Cyrus 75 
SKAGGS Henry 75 
SKAGGS Hiram 75 
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SKAGGS J B 1 
SKAGGS Maietus 75 
SKAGGS R N 75 
SKAGGS Thomas ba 
SKAGGS Thomas A 75 
SKAGGS Willie Tyree 75 
SMITH Ann A 187 
SMITH Edward 210 
SMITH Joseph 45 207 
SMITH William L 40 
SNEED Ben jamin 34 
SPARR John V 75 
SPRAGINS Anne Elizabeth 193 
SPRAGINS [Dr] Robert Diggs 193 
SPRAGINS Samuel Thomas 193 
SPRINGSTON Adam Ray 158 
SPRINGSTON Alan Ray 148 158 
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SPRINGSTON Mark Wendell 148 158 
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STONE Benjamin 40 
STONE Joseph 208 


LAST NAME 


STONE 
STONE 
STONE 


STONE 


STONE 
STONE 
STONE 
STREET 


oTRINGFIELD 


SUMMERS 
SURBAUGH 
SWEPSTON 


SYANOR 


TAYLOR 
TAYLOR 
TAYLOR 
TAYLOR 
TAYLOR 
TAYLOR 


TAYLOR 
TAYLOR 
TAYLOR 
TAYLOR 
TAYLOR 
TAYLOR 
TAYLOR 
TAYLOR 
TAYLOR 
TAYLOR 
TAYLOR 
TAYLOR 
TAYLOR 
TAYLOR 
TAYLOR 
TAYLOR 


TEMPLETON 
TEMPLETON 
TEMPLETON 
TEUBERT 


THOMAS 
THOMAS 
THOMAS 
THOMAS 
THOMAS 
THOMAS 
THOMAS 
THOMAS 
THOMAS 


[Maj] 
[Lt] 
(Fifer ] 


[Cpl] 
[Pvt] 


[Cpt] 


[Pvt] 


FIRST NAME 


Joshua 
Joshua 
Martha 


Martha 


NANCY 
Prudence 
Saniuel 
David 
Joseph 

J 

A 

John 

P 


A 

Anna 
Andrew 
Betty 
Cornelia 
Eli 


Eli 
Elizabeth 
Ella 
George 
George 
George 
J 

James 
James 
Joshua 
Martha 
Martin 
Mary 
Ridley 
Thomas 
William 
John 
Martin 
Thomas 
John 
Clinton 
Curtia 
Derek 
Dessie 
Garland 
Gary 
James 
Jenifer 
Kyle 


5 


MIDDLE NAME 


Jxr 

Sr 

D [wife of Charles 
T Dews] 

M [wife of Ezekiel 
Dews ] 

Dews 

Mottley 

C 

B 

G 

J 

A [Dews] 


J [Martin Luther 
Taylor's dad] 

J [M L's Son] 

Coleman 

Jane [Guthrie] 


R 
W 
J 


A 
A 
E 
Luther 
P 


H 
P 


Eugene 
Andrew 
Hamilton 
Naylor 
Eugene 
Edward 
Alfred 
Ann 
Patrick 


[Fred] 
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PAGE 





211 212 
34 35 211 212 
13 15 


32 49 


32 49 54 55 
94 55 

54 

43 

14 

19 

79 

45 

52 


75 
141 


141 
141 


141 

141 

112 144 
142 

79 

80 

74 

fhe) 

141 

75 

141 

74 

141 142 144 
141 

14 189 
141 

75 

210 

211 

211 

75 

103 105 106 
93 104 
93 105 
105 

93 101 
93 104 
33.99 
93 104 
93 
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LAST NAME 


THOMAS 
THOMAS 
THOMAS 
THOMPSON 
THOMPSON 
THOMPSON 
THOMPSON 
THOMPSON 
TOMPKINS 
TUCK 
TUCK 
TUCKER 
TUCKET [Lt] 
TUCKER 
TUCKER 
TUNSTALL 
TURNER 
TURNER 
TYREE 
TYREE 
TYREE 
TYREE 
TYREE 
TYREE 
TYREE 
TYSOR 
TYSOR 
TYSOR 


[Pvt] 


[Cpt] 


[Sgt] 
[Cpt] 


ULREY 
ULREY 
ULREY 


VAUGHAN 
VAUGHN 
VOGT 
VOGT 
VOGT 


WALDRON 
WALKER 
WALKER 
WALKER 
WALKER 


{Col ] 


FIRST NAME 


Tammy 
Wayne 
Wesley 
Anthony 
E 
Jennings 
Joseph 
Rawley 

S 

Edward 
Joshuah 
Any 
Charles 
John 
William 
William 
Joseph 
William 
George 
John 
Joseph 
Samuel 
Sarah 

W 
William 
Jordan, Jr 
Jordan, Sr 
Missouri 


Carrie 
Judy 
Patricia 


William 
E 
Charles 
Geneva 
Sally 


William 
Celeste 
Deanna 
Jennie 
John 


0 


MIDDLE NAME 


Brown 
Allen 
Allen 
B 
B 


S 


PrPayds 


Dews 


i 


Irene 
Kaye 
Irene 


u 


Cc 
W 
Rebecca 


[Brewer , Dews ] 


[Dews ] 


Florence 


if 


H 


Lee 


PAGE 


105 106 
93 103 105 
93 105 

61 

4a, 

45 

212 

55 

79 

213 

207 

32; 33-207 
79 

33 211 
208 

40 

211 

211 

75 

75 

75 

75 

57 

75 

57 74 

32 62 222 
62 

57 222 


154 
155 
155 


75 
74 
121 
121 
121 


99 
178 181 
178 
66 
75 


LAST NAME 


WALKER [Sgt] 


WALKER 

WALKER 

WALKER 

WALKER 

WALKER [Cpt] 
WALKER 

WALKER 

WALL [Pvt] 
WALLER 

WALLER 

WALLER 

WALLER 

WALLER 

WARD 


WASHINGTON [Gen] 


WEBB 
WEBB 

WEBB 

WEBB 

WEST [Sgt] 
WHITE 

WHITE 

WHITE 
WHITTINGTON 
WILLIAM 
WILLIAMS 
WILLIAMS 
WILLIAMS 
WILLIAMS [Rev] 
WILLIAMS [Pvt] 
WILLIAMS 
WILLIAMS 
WILLIAMS 
WILLIAMS 
WILLIAMS 
WILLIAMS 
WILLIAMS 
WILSON [Lt] 


WINEBRENNER' [Rev] 
WISE Fannie 


WITHROW 
WOMBLE 
WOMBLE 


WOMELDORF [Rev] 


WOOD 


WOOD [Cpt] 


WOOD 
WOOD 
wOoD 
WOOD [Lt] 
WOOD 
wooD 
WOOD 


FIRST NAME 


John 
Lois 


Martha [Mattie] 


Mary 
Sandra 
Thomas 
William 
William 
Peter 
Albert 
Elizabeth 
Evan 

John 
Richard 
William 
George 
Florian 
Hazen 
Kwnova 
Mary 

John 
Bobby 
Ernestine 
Marguerett 
Dick 


Debroah 
Ernestine 
Gaylr 

J 

James 
Jennifer 
Leslie 
Morris 
Susan 
Suzanna 
Terry 
Weston 

G 

G 


Cyrus 
Brittain 
Charlotte 
John 

A 

D 

Ezra 

F 

George 
John 
Kerry 
Kerry 
Lance 


iii 


MIDDLE NAME 


A 


Dews 


Dee 


Bert Jr 
Bert Sr 


33 
Arthur 


M 
L 
Dews 


Alice [Waiker] 


Dew 
Lee 


{Lord Mayor of London] 


[The Conqueror] 
Carol 


D 
M 


Lynn 
Taylor 


Lee 
Lee, Jr 
Dews 
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PAGE 


75 

178 181 
71 =#179 
148 181 
178 

4.8 

6 178 182 
178 179 
45 

202 

32 33 

209 

1S 33;:208 


33 

2: :35 
182 

182 

164 167 178 
182 

45 

211 

27 

164 

22 

24 

93 136 
93 136 
93 

142 

45 

93 

93 
93.135 
142 

142 

93° 1:39 
142 

79 

68 

115 

75 

189 

14 189 
108 

75 

75 

75 

75 

75 

75 

148 156 
148 156 
148 156 
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LAST NAME 


WOOD 

WOOD 

wooD 

WOOD 

WOODING 
WOODVILLE [Dr] 
WOORY 

WORSHAM 

WRAY 


YANTIS 

YARRETT 

YEATTS 

YOAK [Rev] 
ZIMMERMAN 


iff 


FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME 
Marshall 

Oliver 

Oscar Earle, Jr 
Winifred Carla 
Thomas W 

John B 

Elizabeth 

Essex 

David 

Netti Schreiner 
William 

Lewis 

Ivy 

Evelyn Crandall [Dews] 


PAGE 


75 

75 

148 156 
156 

40 

65 102 
221 

45 

45 





8 

220 221 
212 

83 

Vvo93 129 
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